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Sir John  Jocelyn, sailing the New England coast line, during 
the first part of tllc 17th century, made a number of remarks 
about the Atlantic salmon which were included in his report t o  
the Knglish syndicate financing his explorations. IIe also wit- 
nessed the stripcd bass travelling in p e a t  scllools, lashing the 
waters in their hungry ehasc for small forage fish. Hc saw them 
as savage predators, strong fighters in the nets of the few colo- 
nists who leaned heavily on the abundant marine fishes for  sur- 
vival. Undoubtedly, Jocelyn followed the Indian way of  broil- 
ing his bass, enjoying the savory flavor whenever the opportun- 
ity offered. The striped bass is a succulent dish as the settlers 
from the Gulf of St. Lawrence t o  Florida soon learned and 
over the years, dependent o n  the location of thc coastal scttlc- 
ments, it acquiretl a number of names including the rock, thc  
rockfish, green head, squidhound, bar fish (along the  St. Law- 
rence), streaked bass and finally striper. It's a coastal fish, 
spawning in tidal marshcs and in frcdi water. T h r  l>rrsmt rr-  
cord weight is given by Francesca La Montc as 125 pounds. 
'The rod and reel recortl, held by Frank Church from Vineyard 
Sountl is 73  pounds established in 1913. 

The icthyologist Walbaum na~ned  it I ( oc c ~ i c  Saxuti l is .  Dr. 
Samuel Mitchill made a first scientific inquiry noting that in 
summer or  winter its habitat was generally inshore, seldom mi- 
grating far into the deeper waters of the ocean. Stating it  was 
~ ~ e c u l i a r  to  America and naming it I'c~rcaMitchilli. Dr. Mitchill 
passed on in 183l,stopl1ing any chance he  might have had t o  
rcfirtc D. J .  V. C. Von Crowinshield Smith's changes in his 
"Fishes of Massachusetts." Smith defines the species as I'c~rcrr 
I,abrax, ant1 is a little testy about Mitehill, asking by what 
authority he gave his own namc t o  the striped bass: "he might 
have with equal propriety given his name t o  the white shark, 
o r  to  the bones of a mastorlon, and the last would havc savor- 
ed less of vanity, than affixing his cognomen to a common 
table fish known from time immemorial all over Europe." 

The New York tackle dealer, John Brown, who wrote "The 
American Angler's Guide," (1845) in turn questions Smith oh- 
sewing that so important a game fish seems to have been com- 
pletely unknown to the anglers of Europe, "for o u t  of a hun- 
drctl angling I)ooks, only one o r  two make mention of any 
kintl of a bass whatever." Frank 1;orcster (1849) calletl it by  
its most popular name, "Rock Fish o r  Rar Fish" quoting Iiich- 
ardson the British naturalist who Ild made studies in America. 
and noted in aclclition Cuvicr's l.rr11rux I . l t /c ' t r t~i \  Forester re- 
commended trolling with a gaudy fly a t  the end of 300 feet of 
line which sent Thaddeus Norris (1864) in stitches. Norris 
went along with Cuvier as did another famous sportsman, 
Gcnio Scott, author of "Fishing American Waters," (1869). 
Scott makes the very interesting eolnnlent that he had caught 
stripers in Lake Ontario. 

Brown notes that Governor DeWitt Clinton of New York, 
attributing the  derivation of the word "basse" to the Dutch, 
meaning perch, and whatever the name, it  mattered not  as the  
fisherman had the game. "As an object of sport, for perfect 
symmetry, and beauty of appearance, and as a dish for the 
t;lI)lc, i t  is considered secontl only to  the  salnion." 'The accept- 
ed nomenclature is now striped bass, R occus  Saxati l is ,  (Wal- 
11 a11 m . ) 

Iiccognition of the  stripcd bass as a game fish is first recortl- 
cd in ' / ' / I ( .  A r n c r ~ c a ~ ~  'l'14rJ Irc1,q~\t(,r of Novenll)cr, 1829 with an 
article entitled "Trolling for  Iiock Fish in the Silsquchann;r." 
Spinninb natural minnows, anchovies and c h u l ~ s  wcrc usetl for 
bait, trolled on  linen or  flax lines, the  hooks long shankcd ant1 
tnzttle especially for the rivcr fishing hy the local I)lacksmith. 
Because of the swift current, two oarsmen handletl the sh;~llow 
draft boat. Two trollers hand linetl as the boat was rowetl I)ilck 
and forth from shore to  shore. It must havc 1,ecn an exciting 
sport for  the fishing grounds were directly above a tlangerous 
falls. The writer states that in an hour, from ten to twenty fish 
could I)c caught, weighing from 6 to 20  pounds. 

From 1829 to the present, our  sporting literature centers 
mainly on  bait fishing for the stripcd bass in both fresh and 
salt water, a period of over three centuries. 

The first mention of stripcd 1)ass fishing with a. fly, (coln- 
rnon usage of the term) was reported 11y liobert R .  Iiooscvclt 
in his "Superior Fishing," 1865. Koo\evclt was later to  I)c- 
come Fish- Colnmissioncr of New York, proving to Oc h;rrtl 
nosetl ahout  stocking the iludson liiver with Atlantic sal~non 
until fishways wcrc built for tlic possible spawning runs. 111 
Washington cfuring the Civil War, he often cnjoyetl the striped 
bass fishing along the Potomirc, the better locations I)cing to- 
ward the  falls of that river ncar Chain Bridge. Lower down a t  
Mount Vernon, George Washington hacl owned a fishcry. Dan- 
iel Wcbstcr h;ul also fished the stripcd 11ass with Charles I , ~ I I -  
man, his Secretary, during the 1840's. For at  1e;lst a half cent- 
ury, the I'otomac hat1 been a popular sporting groilntl for 
Washington anglers ancl the statesmen who frequented the cap- 
itid on official I)usincss. 

lioosevelt, a little of the  snob, usctl the classic p;lttcrns for 
his striper fishing but cvcnti~ally admitted tlic natives who 
fishcd the I'otomuc may havc created something new for the 
fly fisher. I-lc writes: 

"l;ly fishing for bass, howcvcr, is the perfection of the 
sport, and infinitely surpasses in excitclncnt all othcr motlcs of 
killing those no l~ lc  fish. The best season on  the I'oto~nac is in 
July or  August, and the favorite hours the c;rrly morning or  
the twilight of tlic cvening. The ignorant and dcl~asctl natives 
who inhabit the romantic region of Tcnally Town, ;~l)out fivc 
miles northwest of Washington, and, who r l c d  t o  the I)eai~tics 
of nature lavished arorlnd them, ant1 utterly unacquainted with 
scientific angling, look merely t o  their two cents per pound for 
stripcd bass, nlimufacturc a fly by wincling rcd or  yellow 
flannel around the shank of a largc hook, idding somcti~nes ;I 
few whitc feathers. They su1)stitute for rot1 i~ young cctlar sap- 
ling, antl attaching to the upper end a. stout cord, fish with the 
largc flannel swathctl hook in the rapids antl I ~ l o w  the falls of 
the I'otornac, a t  the old chain IIritlgc, antl without a recl, kill 
I~ass  of twenty or thirty pountls. 

"No spot can I)c irnagincd more wilt1 and romantic, ;lntl 
with ~ x o p c r  tackle, tlic reel, tlic littlc sa ln~on  rod and tlic artis- 
tic fly - no sport can be more exciting. 'l'hc roar of the ;Ln?ry flootl, the bare precipices toppcxl with foliage on the o p l ~ o s ~ t c  
Ixink, the flat dry IIetl of the strcanl where it flows during the 
11c;lvy frcshcts, I ~ u t  a t  other seasons, a niirss of bare jagged 
rocks, and the clashing spray of the broken current, lend ;r 
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Conservationist, fly fisher, self taught marine biologist and an officer in the Fish and 
Game Department of  Rhode Island for many vears, Harold Gibbs was the first to make 
fly rodding for striped bass popular. photo by A. I. Alexander 

charm to the scene. While the fish, doubly powerful by the 
force of the stream and aided by the numerous rocks and falls, 
have every chance to escape. 

"The bass pursue the silvery herring, which is the principle 
natural bait, snrl sscenrl the 1,ittle Falls of the Potomac during 
the summer months in vast numbers. They are captured in 
such numbers with the net in salt water and with hook and 
line in the rapids as to be almost a drug on the market. 

"As the season advances, the native crawls upon some rock 
that reaches out into the stream, and with his coarse but elas- 
tic cedar pole, casts the roll of flannel, wrapped around a hook 
and misnamed a fly, into the seething current; and when the 
brave fish seizes tlie clumsy allurement, the fisherman con- 
tends for the mastery as best as he may, occasionally at  the 
risk of a ducking consequent upon the subsequent and sudden 
breaking of his tackle and accompanied by considerable risk. 
Many are the tales of such accidents and now and then of fatal 
results. Rut witli proper tackle, the scientific angler is master 
of tlie situation; he can reach any part of the current casting 
into the eddies at  tlie base of the precipitous cliffs opposite; he 
can yield to the rush of the prey; can retire, paying out line, 
and can follow the fish along shore; and finally having subdued 
his spirit and broken his strength, can lead the prize gleaming 
through the transparent water with the sun reflected in rain- 
bow colors from his scales into some quiet nook where he can 
gaff him with safety. Such is fly fishing for striped bass amid 
the most lovely scenery, gorgeous in its summer dress of green. 

"Hass are taken at the Grand Falls, ten miles further up the 
river, but the Little Falls are their favorite locality, as they are 
just passing from the salt tide to the pure, sparkling fresh 
water. They frequently weigh twenty pounds and at times 
much more, but, the main run is smaller, and the number kill- 
ed in lucky days is prodigious, being counted by the hundreds. 

Rass ;vc said to I,c taken with a fly in other rivers of the soutli- 
crn states and also to a certain dcgrcc in thc north. At the 
mouths of narrow inlets, wlicrc tlic tidc is rapid and dilr~tcd 
with fresh watcr, a gaiidy red and white fly with a full l~ody,  
Itr- l i t  o n  the sr~rfacc by tllc forcc of thc current and not cast as 
in fly fishing, will occasionally beguilc them; hut gericrally 
speaking, bass arc not fislictl witli thc fly north of the Potomac. 

"Altlio~gh tlic artistic angler naturally despiscs thc flanncl 
al,ortioii nianufacti~rctl by tlic stupid boors o f  Tcnnally Town, 
it will oftcn I)c found as good a lure as though composed of 
tlic rarcst materials; in fact, tlie bass exhibit none of thc dainti- 
ncss of choice that is universal witli the salmon. So long as tlic 
fly is largc and showy, they secm to be satisfied and their im- 
mcnsc mouths can readily grasp a No. 7 liool<, such as the nat- 
ives use. One half that size is abundantly largc, howcvcr, and 
the clcarcr the water, the finer the tackle. The rod, the rccl 
and line arc thhse appropriate to salmon fishing, altliougli tlic 
line, if it is wet by salt watcr should be rinsed with frcsli to 
prevent rotting. Some fisliermcn fasten a float above the fly, 
paying out line to let it run downstream to distant cddics; but 
this is not so orthodox a mode of proceeding, and docs not rc- 
quire equal skill as delicate tacklc." 

Two clecadcs later, tlie striped bass fishing along the entire 
Atlantic seahoad had so increased in popularity, and thc suc- 
cess attending the artificial propagation of all game fishes so 
encouraging, Dr. Spencer Raird, the United States Fish Com- 
missioner and one of his dynamic Fish Culturistsl Livingston 
Stone, cvolvcd the brilliant ~ d c a  of planting Atlant~c salt watcr 
game fish in the Pacific and castern brook trout and other 
frcsli watcr fishco in thc streams of the Rocky Mountains. 
Stone designed a very claboratc "fish car" with a simplc 
system to bring oxygen to tlie fish tanks. (1881) A train wrcck 
negated this first attempt. A second attempt witli striped bass 



and eels was planned immediately. 
July 17,  1882, J. G. Woodbury left Red Bank, New Jersey, 

with about 4 5 0  stripers and a small number of  eels. Oxygen 
and fresh water was supplied by  physical labor. A check a t  
Philadelphia revealed fourteen dead bass. Nearing Council 
Bluffs, 16 more had expired and a few hours later due t o  using 
water from an artesian well another ten were lost. By Omaha 
a total of about one hundred and fifty had been lost. From 
Omaha, all was clear sailing. Fully three hundred stripers, from 
nine t o  six-and-one-half inches had survived the transcontin- 
ental journey of approximately seven days. The lively little 
fish were planted in Suison Bay below the junction of  the  
Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers. The venture was a specta- 
cular success and from this initial stocking, and later others, 
came the  great striped bass fishing of the  Northwest. 

The late Harold N. Gibbs did much t o  popularize fly fishing 
for  stripers along the New England coast. Harold was advanc- 
ing in years, whcn just for  kicks, he began bucktailing for  the  
smaller stripers in t h e  river a t  the back of  his house in Barring- 
ton, Khodc Island. I t  was such a casual affair, he couldn't ex- 
actly remember the  date, (about 1941), bu t  by  the  1950's, he  
had become the acknowledged authority and his Gibbs' Strip- 
er had become as well known as any of the popular hair wing- 
ed flies used in fresh water. 

J o e  Brooks also pionccrcd the fly in salt water. Both hc and 
Ilarolcl Gibbs made a number o f  contributions relating t o  the  
tlcvelopmcnt o f  the salt water fly rod. For  over two clccacles, 
15rooks held thc record for stripers on  the fly with a twcnty- 
nine and 1 / 4  1x)undcr from Coos Ray, Oregon. (1948) In 1970 
Gerry L. Ilycr landed a fish of 5 1 %  111s. This one, from the 
Smith River, also in Oregon, is considered thc world's best. 
Witllout the vision of Spencer Raird and Livingston Stonc, the  
rnagnificcnt striper fishing of the Northwest woulci never have 
become possible. 

Sir ~ ; h n  Jocelyn, the Indians, pioneer settlers and Victor- 
ians, found thc striper great cating. Here is an 1849  Suucc 
Mrrlclol to  edge the savour: Peel about  20 but ton onions, then 
put about a tcaspoonfi~l of powdered suger in a stew pan, 
place it over a sharp fire, and whcn melted and getting brown, 
add a piece of butter thc size of two walnuts, a d  onions; 
pass thcm over the firc until rather brown; then add a glass of 
sherry, Ict it boil, tllcn acld a pint of brown sauce (beef au jus) 
and ten tcaslJoons of consomme; simmer a t  the corner of the 
fire until thc onions arc quite tcnder, skim it well; then add 20 
small qi~cncllcs (a small meatball of chicken o r  veal), ten heads 
of musllrooms, and a teaspoonful of essence of anchovies, onc  
o f  catsup, onc of tlarvcy sauce and a little caycnne pcpper. 

STRIPED BASS 

i f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l a ~  1s - HALF TME F I J N , ~ ~  
BUY YOUR FISHING TACKLE NOW OF 

374 WASHINGTON ST., BOSTON, MAS., 
And get t h e  HIGHEST QUALITY GOODS at 

t h e  LOWEST PRICES. 
- 

Our own special "NEVERBREAK" Split Bslnboo Fly  and 
Bait liods at $10 each are nn~qn:~llorl at that prico. 

OUIt 66NE\rlEIC131ClFAlP 01'1'PII' FOIL l{'I,Y-@'l811INQ AT *17.00 l{;AClI 
CONRIHTR OF 1'1ll~: I"1NlCS'l' OF (fOODS. 

0111' I t t t es t  spcci thl ty  i s  n I b o c k e t  01 i I f i t  of' A n g l e r ' s  lCel,:til-n, calk- 
s in t i l rg  :.of twc!lvc a r t i c l e s  ( ~ l e a t l y  put t ip  i l r  i h  box) of gre:ht v a l u e  to 
the ib~lglcr ~ r l i l c s  fro111 1101ne wit11 ;L I,rol;err rocl. J'i'ioc?, 82 p e r  set. 

ANGLING IMPLEMENTS OF ALL IIINDS. 
CATALOCfUlS 1~'ItEk: ON APPLIUATION. 

1885 
Forest & Stream 
Magazine 


