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T o  choose the six best books would 
be  no more difficult than a like choice 
of  flies. I t  would be hardly possible t o  
get two flyfishermen, from the many 
thousands who cast, to  agree on  a 
choice of the six best flies. The most 
tliat could be  hoped for woultl be  that  
so short a list slioold contain one of  
their fancy. Indced many anglers pro- 
vide a varied list in their hooks, hecause 
season and locality rcquire it. Rriglit o r  
cloudy d@ys often make it necessary t o  
change both size and color, and a fly us- 
etl with success in tlie morning is often 
no good a t  evening, although on  the fol- 
lowing evening it may be  just tlic thing. 

T o  minimize the difficulty antl save 
tinie while in tlie watcr, a well-known 
angler has clevised a plan t o  havc ready- 
tied half a dozen leaders witli a clioicc 
and varied aqsortment in hot11 color ancl 
size -- each set entirely different from all 
the othcrs. The largest and most taking 
fly is placctl as tlic end, or tail, fly. 
Should thc  uppcr fly be takcn first, it is 
then rcmovctl t o  the encl -- the end fly 
1)cing mi~cl i  easier t o  hantllc, especially 
with a large fisli. Should thc first cast of 
flies bc unsuccessfi~l, it is short work t o  
take it off tlic line ancl rcplacc i t  with 
anothcr, t l ~ ~ l l c r  in color, o r  brighter, as 
tlic case may bc. Ry this mcans, he 
claims, possi1)ly with tri~tli ,  that lcss 
time is wastetl and tlic quarry sooner 
Ilrought to  tlic baskct. It  certainly has 
advantages whcti fishing aftcr dusk, with 
little light t o  scc tlic fly or tic it on the 
Icadcr. 

Many anglcrs assert that for bass fish- 
ing one fly is sufficient, and somc think 
a sriiall spoon usctl with tlic fly gives 
1)ettcr rcsi~lts. This would I)c cspccially 
so wlicn a vari-colorcd fly likc the Fcr- 
g ~ ~ s o n  is used. It  would scc~il that with 
two flics, ticd forty inches apart and 
having as grcat a tliffcrencc as possible 
in color ant1 sizc, success woi~ld t>c morc 
silrc. It  is I)y no Incans rare tliat two fish 
will take tlic flics a t  tlic samc tirnc. Oft- 
en in playing onc  fisli thc other fly, bc- 
ing movctl rapitlly in the watcr, will be 
taken l>y another fisli, ou t  of purc jcal- 
ously. An instance of this kind was 
shown wlicn thc writer, fishing with a 

live minnow on  the  end of the  leader, 
and a fly tied three feet from the  bait, a 
good-sized pickerel took the  minnow. 
After being brought t o  the edge of the  
boat, lie broke away, again t o  be return- 
ed, with a large bass on the fly - the  
pickerel o n  the  bait -- both being landed 
after considerable skill and careful work. 

Very few will contest the  fact that  
the Silver Doctor, both in form and 
beauty, is the queen of flies. No matter 
what its size, for  bass, trout,  o r  salmon, 
it  holds its own as a taking fly, in any 
season o r  locality. 111 "Favorite Flies," 
Mrs. Marbury states that the  majority of 
anglers place the Silver Doctor a t  the 
Iicad of the  list, especially for  evening 
use. I t  did not  originate in this country, 
but  it has becn heartily adopted antl 
adapted t o  all watcrs hy  making it on all 
sizcs of hooks. Its value for all game fisli 
is untlisputetl. 

As a bass fly, ncxt to  the Silver Doc- 
tor, the Fcrguson is probably tlic most 
si~cccssfi~l fly 11scd. It is namctl after 
Major I;erguson, Fish Commissioner of 
Maryland, who endorscd this spccial 
pattern as the true onc  among a number 
of others slightly diffcrcnt, but  d l  of 
thc same name. It  is a bold and bright- 
coloretl fly, the wing with long streaks 
of yellow, rctl and black showing briglit- 
ly in thc watcr, tlic grccn hackle softly 
1)lcncling with tlie black and briglit-gold- 
en I ~ o d y .  

'The Matador was tlesigncd hy  Wil- 
liam J .  Cassard, of New York, and latcr 
named by  C. F. Orvis. Its gay, rich tlrcss, 
having wings of the \>lack-harrctl fcath- 
crs of tlie wood-duck, with a bold white 
streak running across the top, a t  once 
stamps it as an excellent \>ass fly. 

'l'hc W. D. Clcvcland, so named aftcr 
a member of the "Tcxas Fishing Clith," 
is sonicwhat similar t o  Dr. I lensliall's 
I'olka, having a gallina wing antl rcd-and- 
hlack hotly. The 1)lack blot a t  tlic top 
and bot tom of thc wing is showy; othcr- 
wisc this fly has a sober brown appcar- 
ancc, but  witli distinct and original 
markings. 

'The Cracker was tlcsignetl by Dr. 
Gcorgc Trowl)ritlgc, of New York, itntl 
was intcndctl for  tlic fislics of I;lorida, 

being named after the "poor whites" of 
that  State and Georgia. Like the Silver 
Doctor, it is a good all-around fly for 
different game fish. 'Thc luckiest motlcls 
always contain a plentiful supply of red 
in wings and hack, with yellow and blue 
mixed in, and with peacock feathers t o  
blentl with its blue body. 'The Cracker is 
a remarkably handsome fly, having the  
red hackle of a slightly darker shade 
than that of the wing. This fly is not  so 
well known as its beauty warrants. 

'The Murray Hill, with 1)riglit body 
and wings, has a long rctl tail, black 
hackle and side feathers, and rcseml~lcs 
t o  an astonishing dcgrce a living moth. 
I t  has lcss color than the usual bass fly. 
Rass have an cye for bright and strong 
colors, with deep I~lack wcll mixctl in 
for contrast; in this thcy much rcscrnl~le 
tlie salmon antl othcr pzme fishcs. It  is 
beyond qucstion that bright colors will 
attract from a greater tlistancc. Could 
we be  placcd whcrc fish gcncrally lic, 
these brilliant butterfly fairies tlaricing 
on  thc top  of the watcr would attract 
our  attcntion, ancl had we the IIass's 
pi!pacious will, we, too, might tackle 
with avidity the  man encased in so 
briglit a rohe. 

'1'0 thc tliouglitlcss casi~al observcr :I 
fly is just a I>undlc of fcathcrs jumbled 
together anyhow -- without meaning. Ry 
no means is it  so. Tlic grcat and stand- 
ard flics have bccn cvolvctl, designed, 
sometimes after many ycars of thouglit- 
fill study of both natrlrc and habits of 
tlic fislics, antl thc inventor of such a fly 
as, for instance, thc Silvcr Ilnctor, un- 
qucstionat)ly has confcrrcd a worlcl-witlc 
bencfit for all tirnc. Such a fly is born 
but  oncc in a long time -- like a Shakcs- 
pearc or a Ilantc. Rut all ;inglcrs arc of  
one mind in this: that a lirnitcd varicty 
of the tlcsigns t o  pick from arc as vari- 
011s as tlic flowcrs that bloom. Practical 
fly fishers of many ycars' standing, likc 
t h e  latc William C. Ilarris, Dr. Ilcnshall 
ant1 otlicrs, havc repeatedly statccl that  
in thcir expcricncc thcy soon discarded 
all but  :r few pattcrns. Dr. Ilenshall h:~s 
c o ~ n l ~ l e t c  faith in his own creations, and 
witli reason, too;  though his inventions 
arc lcss 1,rightly colorccl than tliosc of 



otliers, mid, in tlie writer's opinion, have 
too tliick bodies -- a t  least in some in- 
stances. In only one of tlie five flies is 
red used, and that only for the hody 
ant1 hackle. On the otlier liand, Mr. llar- 
ris was' a staunch believer in red antl 
green, 1,ut the diffcrencc in si~cccss may 
I,c ;11q>arent only in the locality fished -- 
wlictlicr west o r  cast. Hut all agree in 
the oft-repcatccl rule that for dark days 
antl evenings light flics arc always taken 
hest. 

One of tlic greatest advantages is hav- 
ing confidence in a fly, for it goes a long 
way towartl milking it a success. A fisli- 
crmnn will alniost invaria1,ly kil! the 
greatest nuniber of fisli witli the fly lie 
i~ses  ~ilost.  Ilc persists so long t1i;tt fro111 
sheer anger a game fish rises t o  his lurc, 
; ~ ~ i r l ,  I)c it said, the artificial fly, when 
playing on the watcr, is morc like the 
natural fly than tlie average ol~servcr 
woultl iniagine; tlie Inany varieties wing- 
ing their flight on or  near the watcr, 
with wings cockctl or flat, Iiavc 1,ccn ini- 
itated with rcniarka1)lc fitlelity. The 
duns, drakes, sl>inncrs, I,cctlcs, ;tnts and 
1,rowns -- all insects in tlicir natural state 
provicling al>nntlant food by night or 
(lily -- Oeing so tlifficult of capture, in- 
genious man provides substitutes tliat 
will stay on  tlic hook aritl I<ccp tlicir 
for111 and color, in or on  the water, till 
worn out ,  to  Ijc replaced hy  new ones. 

It is not to  1)c inf'crrctl tliat tlic writer 
;~tlviscs itgairlst trying any new patterns 
t1i:lt arc invented; cxpcricncc will a t  
once tell wlictlicr a new fly will 11c likc- 
ly to surpiLss those now in use, and it is 
qi11tc ~x)ssiblc that the greatest fly is yet 
t o  I)r. m:rde I>y somc gcnius -- a fly that 
will take at all tiriies, in all places, and 
all kinds of fish. Such a fly woulcl make 
tlic tlesigncd worltl-rcnowned among a 
host of admiring 1)rotlicr anglers. One 
lias a secret tlior~glit tliat perhaps fishing 
would Ijc then too easy, and tlie dcliglit- 
fill Iiol~c, the fislier~nan's guitlc, woultl 
I,c gone forever. 

I3ut it is ;I noticeable fact that the 
great niajority of bass fishermen use live . . 
hait -- frogs, minnows, helgamites, 
crawfish and ccls. They imagine tliat a 
better-filletl crccl results fro111 tlie use of 
live bait; yet  fly-fishing is i~n~neasurably 
superior in every way. It is cleaner, less 
cruel to  hait and quarry, cheaper and 
easier in many ways. Who has not travel- 
ed some distance to  find his bait short 
just as tlic fish arc beginning t o  bite, o r  
a t  tinics fintl his bait dead and therefore 
useless? Ant1 Iiow often it hapl>cnstliat 
hait costs 1nuc1i morc than tlie fisli arc 
worth. Who cares to  wade through a 
stream with a can of ~ninnows dangling 
in the water, witli nerves on  edge every 
minute, as Iic expects their escapc or 
loss? Frogs are especially "cute" *in get- 
ting away either by forcing the lid off 
tlic can, or ju~nping in all directions 
when tlie angler has only one liand at  
liberty; and, worse still, liow often will 
they crawl aronntl a large stone or rock, 
fro111 which n o  amount of pulling and 
tugging moves them, till, weary o f  try- 
ing, a sudden, last, desperate jerk parts 
the lcatler from tlic line? 

'I'licse ant1 many other ills come not 
t o  the fly-caster. t le calmly takes his 
book of flics, lying snugly in his pocket, 
and soon replaces o r  atljusts a new cast, 
riglit in mid-stream, and freely begins 
ancw his pleasant pastime. It  is quite 
true that bass arc not always in tlie 
Iiunior to  take a fly -- the same nlay be 
said of salmon and trout -- but tlic ard- 
ent  fly-caster usually has paticncc in his 
make-up to wait fill the fish will rise to  
his feathery lurc, and tliis often hap- 
p m s  coonrr than iq c x p ~ r t c d ,  if qonlc 
co;uitig is I~rouglit into play. 

No ingenious Atnerican has yet  at- 
t c~npted  -- at  least t o  the writer's knowl- 
edge -- to  malte flics I,y machinery; so 
t11;lt all arc tied by  liand, and well-made 
flics arc necessarily costly. All the mak- 
ers, espccially well-known antl trust- 
worthy houses, can supply antl will 

furnish the very best if paid for the ex- 
tra care in tying. N o  co~nparison can 
possibly be made 1,etwccn tlic ten-cent 
bass fly of the b a r p i n  stores ant1 those 
niade by such firrns as A11t)ey CL Imbrie, 
Mills, and Charles F. Orvis, the latter 
firm having matle the sheet of colored 
flies for tliis volume. The original pat- 
terns arc copictl exactly, and each firm 
has its own choice set of patterns, be- 
sides tlic standard kind. 

Experienced anglcrs often say tliat 
bass will jilnlp at  anything when they 
arc in tlic liumor; 1)ut the trouble is that 
they are rarely in tlic humor t o  jump a t  
any old rag tliat is cast before tlicni, and 
the  only way to put  them in a liumor t o  
bc always jumping is to  show then1 the 
most attractive flics. A fly that will rise 
a fisli often is a good fly. 

In tlie order given: No. 1 lias a gray 
wing with red ibis shoulder, warm gray 
hackle with a green I ~ o d y ,  red tail t o  
~natcl i  the shoulder, and deep 1,lack 
head. No. 2 is e brilliant yellow Iiacklc, 
11ody and wings, with shoulder of red, 
black head and tail. No. 3 is decidedly 
different from the Orvis Silver Doctor, 
having a bright blue hackle, black head, 
witli wings a mixture of grays, without 
the golden pheasant's feathers, the  ab- 
sence of the latter taking away niucli of 
its beauty in appearance, yet  seeming t o  
lessen none of its effectiveness as a tak- 
ing fly. No. 4 has the hrown hackle, 
tliick and bushy, green head and body 
of peacock's hurl, with a sliort, stumpy 
red tail. I like this fly, ant1 made in any 
size -- stnall preferred -- it would d o  
great service for trout. Nip. 5 has a deep 
Ijlack wing, hacklc, head and tail, with a 
bright golden body and creani-colored 
slwtted shot~lder; i t  is a most effective 
looking fly, but  did not take as I expcct- 
cd on trial. No. 6 is the regulation white 
and red, witli yellow licatl arid wooly 
1)ody. 

A new pattern rising rapidly in favor, 
tlie 12al,cock, used always as a second 

The Maine landlocked streamer f ly was in use in its simplest The flies pictured above were tied in the Stevens' style and 
form beginning about 1900. By the 1930's Carrie Stevens had have no name. Carrie Stevens'secret was in the choice of and as- 
produced a very sophisticated flat winged assembly that was en- sembly of her materials. Properly tied, they wil l  have a flutter at 
tirely different in design than any of these fashioned previously. the tail quite similar to a minnow. .Dressed b y  A.  S. H. 
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fly -- t1i;tt nearest the rot1 -- has briglit 
yellow wings, in striking contrast to the 
black hc;td and hackle which is carried 
on  by a strcsk of black up the yellow 
wing. Wit11 its I>ody of scarlct, witli 
twistctl gold threat1 antl its black tail, i t  
is both a gracefully built i111tl a strikingly 
handsome fly. I i~sed it witli a Silver 
Doctor as end fly, and on  tliis cast of 
flies landed fish. 

'These flies, with the six Orvis flies 
picturctl on the plate, were speci;tlly 
tested by tlie writer in swift-runnlng, 
colt1 watcr of the Hearkill, a few miles 
ahove its junction with the Delaware, 
ant1 whilc, of course, this was not con- 
clusive, it was found tliat the Silver Doc- 
tor, I)y both niakers, was far ahcat1 in 
the nuriibcr of riscs arid of fisli caught, 
in the ~norning or the evening, on dull 
or bright days. When 1 cliangctl back t o  
this successfi~l lure it scc~necl to  be as 
e~iticing t o  trout as to  bass, tlie brown 
as well as the J b ~ i t i ~ i r r l i s ,  or 1)rook trout,  
while the ever vori~cious chub, that riscs 
to  any fly, took particular liking to this 
fly. One largc fish weighing over three 
pountls, aftcr a gamy resistance, was 
l ~ r o t ~ g h t  t o  the net, and on extracting 
the 11ook 11e Jisgoraecl it good-si~ed 
mouse or young rat tliat, n o  doubt, in 
swim~ning across the stream, had just 
fallen a victim. The brown palmer, used 
as a sccond or  upper fly, hooked a num- 
I)cr of fisli. Another case, ~nat lc  up  of 
tlie G r i z ~ l y  King ittit1 1,ord Baltimore, 
\\,as not so effective, hut  attracted at- 
tention, the fish rising, but returning 
\vitliout taking tlie fly. 

I am inclined to agree with Mr. I-larris 
that bass flics as sold by the dealers arc 
far too  largc for running watcr, and are 
Ijetter suited for the  deep, dark-colored 
watcr of thc lakcs. The rule is not in- 
fallible -- tliat big flies catch the large 
fish; but  aftcr dusk tlie largc fly is more 
serviceable in that 1)oth angler and fish 
see it more easily. 

I,ater I carefully trin~cncd part of the 
flics with Iny scissors, reducing the 
wings and tail nearly one-third, the 
change being a decided ilnprovcnient in 
tlic Iacrguson, Cracker and Silvcr 1)octor 
of tlie Orvis flics, and the Silver I)octor, 
I'armechcricc Belle ant1 Grizzly King of 
the  Abbey & Iml~rie  flics. While casting 
for 1x1s~ in what is known as it Imss pool, 
I lantletl a splenditl Iuown trout, on the 
Crackcr, before reclueing its sixc; I)ut a t  
twilight, and on three different occa- 
sions, I hooked a fine bass on tlic trim- 
med Fcrgi~son in this sanic pool. Twice 
he got away whilc ou t  of the water, and 
once lie rubbed the hook off by nosing 
a roclc in the swirl of swift water. I tried 
hirn ~ n a n y  timcs aftcr, and on  every oc- 
casion lie would leap ou t  of the watcr 
once, but  never a secdnd timc. 

In  short, aftcr ]nost careful stutly of  
this particular kind of water and locality 
I aln firmly convinced that any fish -- 
bass, trout, o r  even salmon -- will, nine 
times ou t  of ten, go for tlic fly tliat has 
a shining mctallic body, either of silver 
o r  of goltl, tlie former preferred; ant1 
that tliis is the explanation why the Sil- 
ver Iloctor is so iltiivcrsally pronounced 
a favorite fly. My choice would be, out 
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of a tloxcn flics, ten with silvcr o r  gold 
bodies and a varied assortlncnt of wings 
ant1 hackles, no matter what fisli be the 
quarry. In fresh or  salt watcr the same 
rulc would apply, and s i ~ c  is niorc irn- 
portant than color. I t  is only in the lat- 
ter part of the season that large-sized 
natural flics arc on the wing. 111 swift- 
running watcr the Iwss is harder t o  land 
and has in his favor all the climccs of  
getting away. With ~nove~iicnts  so quick, 
he is gone in a flash. Many timcs, like 
liglitnirig, lic riscs to  meet the fly, even 
I)cforc it touches the watcr, so that the 
;~ngler must t)c very alert to  gee ahcad, if 
the bass is t o  11e liooltcd at  all. ' ro the 
fly fislicrtnan there is no niorc inspiring 
sight than a fair-sized bass, leaping ou t  
of the foaming, rapid water; in a second, 
licacl up;  witli fly in his lips, shaking his 
whole hotly in anger ant1 fright; slipping 
down again, t o  tear off upstream; the 
reel singing a, lively tune. Wc ask our- 
selves every timc: "Will he get away?" 

from The Commissioner's Report 
Indiana 
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LIFE'S 
DARKEST 
MOMENTS. . . 
This original Webster cartoon 
has been given to the 
Museum by Mr. 0 .  C. (Duckie) 
Corkran. I t  is now on 
permanent display in our 
exhibit rooms. 


