


7 With the exce l~ t ion  of George 
) Bcall 's ar t ic le  o n  t h e  Aragon ,  

this issue of the Amrr ican  Fly 
Fishrr is built around John Har- 
r lngton Kecne a n d  his contri- 
butions to our angling heritage. 
Charles Hallock's piece, " T h e  

Ontlawa," is relevant as it gives informa- 
tion about the Orvis tackle factory and 
Manchester, Vermont, and  its environs at 
a time whcn Keenra was a residrnt (Sep- 
tember 1886), professionally associated 
with Charles F. Orvis, and  regularly fish- 
ing  the Battenkill (the Ondawa) with his 

A Keene Issue 
"exact imitation" floating flies. Indred, 
it would not be unreasonable to presume 
that Halloc k met Keene, fished with him. 
and perchance even caught a trout on a 
dry fly. We inc luded  R .  B. Mars ton ' s  
"Dry-Fly Fishing" (reprinted from the 
Rritish Fislling Gnzrttr and appearing 
in the Amrrican Angler in June  1885) 
I~ecause it is oneof the earliest discussions 
of the topic to  be found in American 
angling literature, secondonly to Kcene's 
rnention of it earlier in 188.5. It not only 
clearly illustrates how far British dry-fly 
fishing techniques had advanced by the 

1880s, it also is a good indication of thcs 
body of knowledge on  the subject that 
Kecnr brought with him to this country 
in 1885. Marston became editor-owner of 
the Fishing Gazrttr (new series) in  1879, 
and as Keene (also invo1vr.d in the found- 
ing of the "nrw series" in 1877) was a 
frequent contributor to this publication, 
I'm sure that both gentlemen were we11 
known to each other and most certainly 
eschc~nged their 
views concerni~~g 
the gentle art. 
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A poenz bv Iohrl H f l r r 1 ~ 1 q t o r ~  K P P ~ P  
It prprpded 111 \ art I (  lt. or1 " TIIC Salmor1" 
In W~ldwood's  Maga/inc. 

See he~e!-a faded, ragged, salmon-fly 
"G~tana ,"  fitly named-a gypsy queen, 

T h e  body tinselled-gleaming silverly, 
T h e  hackle-parrot green. 

T h e  wings-ye gods! what beauty 'erst-Macaw 
Sky blue, enclosed in tippets tawny red; 

Beyond-to end of hook without a flaw, 
T h e  jungle-fowl is spread. 

And over all-a golden rain of rays, 
T h e  topping droops, with fibres blue and red 

From parrot's sword-at tail a topping's blaze, 
And ostrich her1 at head. 

T h u s  was "Gitana" when I lnade her first, 
A vision of delight 'neath spring-blue skies; 

A poem bright of color all unvrrsed- 
Empress of salmon flies. 

And bright the morning on  that crag-bound stream, 
In Scotta-rugged land of rock and fell; 

When like a bar of light the fish did gleam, 
And rose with mightly swell. 

Taking "Gitana" in her rich-robed pride, 
Whilst I, nerve-shaken, sought 10 stay his course- 

As well try stay the torrents' mighty tide, 
O r  rein the proud, wild horse. 

Like arrowy lightning's flash he sped to deeps 
T h a t  hid the caverns of his fastness-there 

Sharp juts of rock on  rock lay piled in  heaps 
T o  form the salmon's lair. 

(Here in the sombre shadows, fathoms down, 
Sir Salmo Salar spoilt Gitana's dress 

Rubbing his nose against his door-post brown, 
Ti l l  hook held less and less.) 

At last, with furious rush and buoyant plunge, 
High out in air his burnished form he throws, 

And falling on  the line with mighty lunge, 
Free once again he goes. 

And thus "Gitana," faded and undone- 
Unlucky nymph-recalls this summer night 

A lusty wooer lured but all unwon- 
Her lover and his flight. 



NOTE: ,411 rrj)rirtt.s in llrr iIrii(~ric:~n Fly 
Fisher nrr fnitlrflilly rrt)rodlic.rd, rc~hich 
nrrnn.s llrnl .st)rl/itt,g, ,grnntrrtnr, .synlnx, 
cnpilnliznlion, arrd p~irrcl?tnliorr npprnr 
as 1ltq)l did ijt 1110 originnl formnl. -ED. 

The Salmon 
by John Harrington Keene 

Frrd  Pond  (p.sr11rl. Ilrill Mfild- 
' rcfood) pu6li.shrd n .srrir.s lillrrl 
' I  "011r Gnnrr Fi.sIr nnrl Fislritt,gV in 
1ti.7 .sttort-/iz~rc~ p?t/~/i(.ntio~t \tlil(l- 
~vood's Magazines. I'nrl six of llrr 
.srrir,s, "Thr  Snlnrott." runs zcrril- 
l rn  by Jo11n I-lnrrin,glott Kornr 

nnrl npprnrrd in thr  Oclobrr 18RX i.ssrir 
(7101. I ,  120. 6). TIrr snmr I.S.SILP ( .o?tl~~inr(/ a 
nlrnloir of Krrnr, zur i t t~~r  I)y l'o?rd (.srr 
tllr Ameriran Fly Fisher, 7101. 13 ,  no. I ) ,  
and tlrr .strrl rngrn71ing tlt(~t ror I r a ~ ~ r  I L . S P ~  
for ttrr front co71rr of 111i.s ~.S.SILP. i1/11i(.lt of 
lltr mnlrrial [/rat Krrnr  ~i.sr(l for ttrr nrli- 
clr romrs f r o n ~  n cltnplrr on llrr snmr 
lopic ;PI 1ti.s Oook, tlrr Pr;icti(.;~l Fislier- 
m;un. pziOli.slrrd in Lo?rdon in I,Y,Yl. Tltr 
lollr is z~rry Brili,slt. ,4 frrcl ?nittor rrror/ili- 
rntions rilrrr mndr, Itorcln~rr. irt rfr.fr.rrttc.r 

I approach the stihjcc.t of s ;~ l~ i ion  fish- 
ing with considera1)le trel)itl;ition. When 
my eye travels ovrr the ~)agc%s of "Ri1)li- 
othrca Piscatoria," and l)c~holtls thv array 
of authorities on the sul),jrc.t, whose writ- 
ings are for the most I);irt tho rc.c.ortls of an 
experienre extending prrl1;11)s over ;I grn- 
eration, or even morr, I am c.onsc-iorrs of 
my own unw.orthinrss to (lo justice to so 
.qeat a theme. Yet will I not cl(ssl,air. My 
observation of the h;iI)its of fishes and my 
long  experience of coarse fish ;rntl all  
other  members of the .snlnzonidnr, to- 
gether with a studioris c.ourscs of salmon 
angling, must hr :I sufficic~nt justifira- 
tion. 

So murh  for srlf, on which sul),jcct, as 
Lord Byron has rtm;lrkrd in one of his 
letters, "All men arcs fluc~nt, anti none  
agreeable." Now for the salmon. What 
says the earliest writ(-r on fishing for this 
truly noble fish? Hear gootl Dame July- 
ana Berners (1496): "For by cause that the 
samon is the most statrly fyssli that ony 

man maye a n g l r  to in frc.sshc water. 
.l'lier-efol-e I ~ ~ r o l ~ o s e  to l)c>gyri at hym. The  
sarnon is a gcntyll fysslie, l)ut lie is rom- 
l~r rous  fol- to take. For comy~ily he is hut 
in tlepe 11l:ic.c~ in grcbt(. ryvc3rs. Antl for the 
more 11;lrte IN, holtlyth tliv mytltlys of i t .  
that a man may<' riot c.omr;it hym. Antl he  
is in season from M;irc.lic~ o n  to Myghel- 
mas. In whych scmori yc. shall angle to 
him with thcysc~ I);iytrs, whan yc, maye 
grte theym. Fyrstc,, wytli a rrtl(lc worme 
in the hcgynnyngc- :untl c~ritlyngc of the 
season, and also wyth a lo11 that hrecleth 
in a dunghyll. Antlsl)csc.y;~lly wyth a sove- 
rayn bayte that fetl(stli or1 ;I watcsr dorke. 
Antl he 1)ythith not ;it the groundc but at 
ye floate. Also yc3 rn;lycL t;rkc hym, but it is 
seldom seen with ;I tlul)l)c.at such time as 
whan he 1cl)ytIi in lykcrn;irinc~reas yedoo 
take a troughc or ;I gryi~lyrigc~." 

'This is ; i l l  D;irnc. .J~rlyari;r has to say. 
and, clriai~it ;IS i t  is, i t  nc~vc~rthelcss is in  
the main evitl(.~itly then outcome of expe- 
1-ienccx. Rarkcr, in his "R;irker's Delight," 
says hut little morcb tsvcari in 1655. This  is 
his pc)etic.;~I vc~rsion of thc chapter hc 
givrs on  Snlrno .snlnr: 

Closc. to the* I)ot tom. 
in thr  mitlst of tlic water, 

I fislictl for ;I s;llrnon, 
ant1 thc.rc. 1 c.;~uglit her. 

My 1~lrirnnic.t twcblvc* inches, 
from then largc, hook 

TWO loll-worms h;~ngctl equal, 
which she* nrver forsook, 

Nor ycbt thcs great liook 
wit11 thcs six-winged flye, 

Antl shc m;~k(ss :I( a g~itlgeon 
most furiously. 

My strong linv was just 
twc*nty-six yartls long; 

I g;lvcb liim ;I t ime, 
though I fount1 hirn strong. 

I roultl 111' my t;~ckle 
to guidr liim to shore; 

The  lariding hook tlc*ll,etl much, 
the. c.ookerv inorc,. 

Rc~rn;irk:il~ly unmc~lotlious doggerel is 
this, 1)rrt it is a c.rrriosity in its way, for i t  
rannot I)(, s;ritl to I)(% ;~nything but a rlosc- 
~>ar ;~phr ;~s r  of thr  follo\r ing. Certainly. 
here is a n  c.xanil)l(~of prose ancl "worsr:" 

" T h r  :~rigI(~r 11i;lt goeth to catch Iiirn 
with ;I lint, ;iritl hook must angle as nigh 
the water ;is Iit.c.;in with oncof these h i t s .  
H e  rnrish titkc two 1ol)-worms baitc,tl ;IS 
hantlsomc4y ;is lir (.;in, that the fine rntls 
may hang   no st of a I(-ngth, and so ;~nglc 
as nigh thr  hottorn as hecan, feeling your 
~>lrrmrnc.t run o n  tlic, ground some twelve. 
inches from the liook; if you angle for 
him wit11 ;I f l ic~(~\~liicli  l ~ ~ w - i l l  riseat 1ike:i 
trout). tlic flir rnrrst l)c made of a large 
liook, which hook must rarry six wings, 
or forrrr ;it I(~;ist; there is judgmente in 
making tlirsr flyes." T h i s  is all Raker 
says, ant1 cluitr r n o u g h  too. I s i rnl~ly 
c l u o ~ ~  thrse two monologues that the, 
rc~atlcsr may c.oritrast the state of knowl- 
ctlgr t l i r~ i  with what follows. 

I t has I)cxc~n said, and said wisely, that ;I( 
the riiornc,nt of the salmon taking thr  bait 
the ;rctu;11 culmin;~tion of all the diffic~rl- 
tics of s;~lrnon angling ensues. T h e  necrs- 
sity of kcrp ing  one's vibrating nerves 
under tr)ntrol is the supremest of tasks 
~vhrr i  this ~nornc~nt  arrives, and the resrrlt 
is c v r  on(. of two-either the fish is not 
hookt.tl, or lie is. If the former, there is a 
p;wtial remrdy in allowing the bait to 
rc*rn;~in prrh;rl,s some five scronds ncar 
t l i r s lx~t ,  when the fish may turn and take 
it; i f  the latter, thc unalloyed pleasurc of 
~) l ;~y ing  ant1 ultimately conquering prct- 
srnts itsrlf. 

Before going into the widely extendctl 
sul~jrr t  of how these alternatives are real- 
izrtl. I will jot down oneor  two "notes" ;IS 
to the I)rolxar method of striking a sal- 
mon. First. what say tllr tribunes of the* 



angling world? Mr. Pcnncll o1)serves that 
the "art is to resist for ;I moment thc5 in- 
clination to strike, only for one rnornent, 
but long enough to r~llow the fish to take 
and turn down again with the fly, and 
then strike, if you will, not a slight, hcsi- 
tating blow, like the tap of a lady's fan- 
for there is often a long line antl a heavy 
strain on it between the salmon and his 
would-be captor-1)ut a strong, stvatly, 
determined stroke, bringing the line 1111 
as flat as a knife ant1 driving thc tapering 
hook 11oint well in to the ixirb." This  
method of striking of coirrse arorlses all 
the ~~ugnac iousness -no t  fe;~r-of t he 
gal lant  fish, a n d  thcn comes the brief 
contest, in which all the pleasures antl 
doubts of hours  and  clays seem corn- 
~~ressecl . 

Now, what says Mr. Francis Francis? 
"Ten times mor-c fish are lost from strik- 
ing too quickly than from striking too 
slowly.. . If you strike and 11~111 the fly 
away from hirn hc goes clown, disgustecl 
with the rudeness of the gentleman who 
asked him to dinner and thcn snatched 
his dinner out of his mouth; you might 
alrnost as well have assaitltcd hirn with a 
fork, or, in other words, pricked h im. .  . 
T h e n  somesalmon fishers say you should 
not strike. Yes, I know that; but what they 
mean by striking is, you shoirltl not hit a 
salmon as if the roof of his mouth were 
a paving stone, or you were l ~ u n c h i n g  a 
whole flight of spinning tackle into a 
bony old pike, with a mouth likeaquartz 
crushing machine..  . T o  hit a salrnon vio- 
lently, as you woultl a pike, is in some 
respects certainly riot :tdvis;lhlc, as you 
may force him into his most violent arid 
dangerous action when he is I)t.st pre- 
paretl for it and when, possibly, the grlartl 
is not the most sitital,le; whereas, by a 
gentler mode, not calculatctl to alarm 
quite so forcibly, the sharp edge of the 
steel may often be taken out of him, ant1 
you may negotiate your exchanges upon 
terms of more equality, in case the hook- 
ing place is broken water dangerous with 
sunken rocks or other obstructions, as it 
sometimes is." 

Thus  Mr. Fr-ancis, than whom there 
never w a s  a m o r e  ~ ~ r a c t i c : l l  s2lllTlOn 
angler. Yet notice the tlivergence of opin- 
ion between these two masters of thegen- 
tle craft. O n e  recommends "a s t rong 
deterrnined stroke, bringing the line u p  
as flat as a knife"- whatcvcr that mav 
mean-"anti driving the tapering point 
well in to the barb." 'These arc Mr. Pen- 
nell's words. Mr. Francis, on  the other 
hand,  speaks with considerable uncer- 
tainty. "Ephemera," perhaps the most 
scientific salmon fisher that ever put  pen 
to paper, says, however, "nothing more 
than a gentle stroke or short, sharpish 
pull, is necessary to insert in some part of 
the fish's mouth some part of the barb," 
and with him I agree, and these are my 
reasons: T h e  salrnon takes a bait in a 

widt~ly different style to a troitt. T h i s  
i rnpetuo~rs  fish literally jumps,  tlar-ts, 
flics, at the, bait, and it is either into the 
mouth ; ~ n d  himself turned, ol- is forced 
away again by a volume of ejected water, 
instantly. In strch case a n  almost instant 
strike is necessary. T h e  rase is, however, 
tlifferent with salmon. Its great bulk 
I-enders its movements, notwithstanding 
its gigantic strength, of a slower nature, 
ant1 its run at the fly is in this particular 
vastly different to that of a trout. More- 

. - over, it rises u p  under the fly and takes it, 
causing a break in the water, which is 
instantly immensely increased by the 
t lownward p lunge ,  which  raises the 
water, and causes it to assume a sort of 
swirling convexity. At this instant the 
stroke should be made, and made swiftly, 
but not with continued and even vigor. 
T h e  s trong determined muscularity of 
Mr. Pennell's stroke rouses the fiercest 
instincts of the fish if it hooks him, and 
often gives rise to a lot of unnecessary 
risk. Resides if, as is sometimes the case, 
the hold of the hook promises to be light 
and fragile, such violence will infallibly 
tear it out; and thus disturb the temper of 
a fish whose voracity might, in all 11roba- 
bility, otherwise suggested his trying 
again to secure the bait. A side strike is 
often advisable, but this del,ends ~ ~ p o n  
the circumstances under which the fly 
was taken. 

I will now briefly treat on the selection 
of tackle and the methotls of playing the 
fish when fly fishing is the style resor-ted 
to. 

First, as to the rod. Opinions its to this 
inclisl~ensahle part of the salmon fisher's 
outfit are as divided as those concr~.ning 
the "strike." "Ephemera" says n o  rocl 
should be longer than 17% ft., and never 
less than 16 ft. Pennell gives the mrasure- 
rnrnts of his rod, which was 18 ft. 6 in., 
and he says that "very broad waters some- 
times clernand a longer weapon." Francis 
puts it at from 16% ft. to 21 ft. T h e  Master 
of Lovat, he says, wses one 24 ft. long. For 
all ordinary usage, however, from 16% ft. 
to 18% ft. is ample length, and even a tall 
man need not necessarily use a 20 ft. rod 
because he is tall. Neither is it absolutely 
intlispensable that a strong man use a 
long rot1 because he is strong. Yet some 
seern to go on  this plan in selecting their 
salmon "pole." I am of opinion that a 16 
ft. 6 in. rod is sufficient for any river, and 
as I am of about the average height (5 f t .  9 
in.) of Englishmen and average strength, 
some criterion of the length suitable to 
himself by the tyro may be arrived at. 

As to material of which the rocl should 
be made,  o p i n i o n s ,  of course,  differ 
again, but it seems that hickory and ash 
are put out of court by grcenheart, which 
is at once a solid and elastic wood, reduci- 
ble to the most whip-like proportions, 
and  at the same time retaining all  its 
toughness. This  in turn is superceded by 

the beautiful six strip glued u p  cane rod 
of America. T h e  total weight of a geen-  
heart 19 ft. rod shoirlrl not be more than 3 
Ih., or an 18 ft. more than 2 Ib. 10 oz., and 
of a split cane rod not more than half this 
and,  even as some horsemrn are said to 
ride several pounds  lighter than their 
actual weight, i. e . ,  they seern so to the 
horse, so also a well-balanced rod, when 
taken in the hand ,  should not nearly 
appear  its dead weight.  T h e  London 
niakers manufacture some exceedingly 
neat a n d  well-finished salrnon rods of 
split cane and solid wood now, although 
in years agone a Castle Connell or Scotch 
rot1 was ever preferred. I most distinctly 
pronounce for a ferruled rod in prcfer- 
cncc to a spliced one. Every rod should 
have a few spare tops, in case of breakage. 

Of the reel I have little to say. It should 
11e a click or check, one made of brass, and 
bronzed. Its capacity ought to be equal to 
a b o u t  120 yards of l ine.  T h e  h a n d l e  
should be cone-shaped, and accurately 
fitted at its base to the winch plate, so that 
no line can possibly get round it and 
there remain. I am an advocate for plac- 
ing the winch near the end of the butt, 
both on  account of its weight tending by 
levfrage to balance and so decrease the 
apparent weight of the rod, and becauseit 
is handier when a fish is hooked. 

T h e  line should be of silk, and contain 
from eight to fourteen strands, braided 
and tapered. I have one by me now which 
contains twenty-seven, but such a num- 
ber is too great, for the reason that the 
friction in  r u n n i n g  through the rings 
soon cuts some of the strands, because of 
their fineness, and a frayed and disagreea- 
ble appearance is soon given to the line, 
besides the inconvenience of the addi- 
tional weight caused by the increased 
amount of water it carries u p  with it. An 
eight strand, plain, whole-laid silk line- 
I say this because some cheap lines are 
hollow-well dressed, runs beautifully 
through the rings, and lasts, if properly 
treated, for at least thrw,  and often more, 



hard seasons. A tapered line is exceed- 
ingly pleasant, and undeniably an advan- 
tage. I always use one myself, and find its 
superiority consists in the greater ease 
with which it can be thrown, and the 
increased rapidity with which it can be 
reeled up. Three or  four different sized 
lines should be in  stock, to hc utilized 
accordine to the state of the water and 
wind. A fine line cannot be got out satis- 
factorily against a stiff breeze, while a 
heavy one may; moreover, a fine linecan- 
not be thrown so far as a heavy one, hence 
the desirability of a selection. T h e  leacler 
should be of gut,  good rountl pliable gut,  
a n d  consist at its upper  part of three 
strands, loosely twisted, then of two, and 
finally of a yard length of fine, single, 
strong, well-tested gut. Its length ought 
to be quite 4 yds., and its knots and joints 
carefully made. 

Another implement, which is of some 
importance, must here he notirecl. I refer 
to the gaff. I confess to not liking the 
implement. It  requires to have a straight 
sharp point, and a handle of, say 7 ft., 
made solidly but lightly. In using it the 
hook is cautiously brought in contiguity 
to the shoulder of the fish, and then a 
short sharp jerk fixes it in the fish. Many 
a good salmon is lost beca11sc of the 
repeated drivings, hittings, and plunges 
made at the fish by the rlumsy attendant, 
and  I have often wondered why some 
other means of securing the fish, of a 
more precise nature, has not been in-  
vented. A landing net made of plaited 
hard-dressed s i lk  is, in  my o p i n i o n ,  
superior to the gaff. It must be very large, 
however, and that is the drawback to its 
use. 

Having, then, described the rod and its 
attached tackle, the next thing demand- 
ing attention is the bait, in this case, a 
so-called "fly." 

T h e  supposi t ion in  reference to the 
salmon fly that it is an imitation of the 
dragon fly, humming  bird, South Ameri- 
can butterfly, and what not, is, without 

question, untenable. T h e  val-ietl ant! gor- 
gcous fabric;ltions of the salmon fisher 
are ~ ln l ike  anything in the heavens above, 
the earth beneath, o r  the waters uncler the 
earth, and differ in their suitablcncss and 
killing power almost as much as they [lo 
in appearance. In  one particular they are 
all similar; however, they are beautiful 
1)icces of coloring, and that is about all 
that can be said in reference to their natu- 
ral history. 

Why a salmon takes such a meaning- 
less bait I am not at all certain. Perhaps 
thinking it food, but that all fish are fond 
of, or attracted by, bright colors, I have 
no t  the  s l ightest  doubt .  Exper iments  
with a n  ordinary globe of gold fish will 
satisfy the reader that this is the rase. T h e  
vision of a fish is of wide area, its perrep- 
tion is clear and keen, and altogether it 
may be said to rival the eyesight of the 
human being. T h i s  being the rase, why 
should not colors be pleasurable to the 
denizens of the water as to ourselves? T h i s  
is a consideration which probably has 
not occurred to many, but it is worth 
attention. We areso wrapt u p  in self that I 
am convinced our  animals receive not 
one-tenth the observation and sympathy 
which is necessary for a proper knowl- 
edge of them. 

T h e  following flies are amongst the 
chief killers o n  all rivers where salmon 
"most d o  congregate." All of these have 
been used on  the Restigouche or  the 
Lower  N a t a g l i q u h a n  a n d  s o  may be 
accepted as suitable. I give the dressing, 
there being n o  particular need of keeping 
them secret, and shall be happy to put 
any reader in the way of getting them well 
and truly made. Of course there are local 
flies in  existence which thevisitor to any 
O l d  World sa lmon river s h o u l d  not  
ignore. Their  name is legion in the Brit- 
ish Islands, and even a list of them would 
manifestly be out of place here. 

Pr i~zr r  Willinn7 of 0mrzgr.-Hook 1-0; 
tail, golden pheasant, her1 and Indian 
crow; body, in threcsections, yellow, blue 
a n d  orange ribbed silver cord, butted 
with black her1 and Indian crow; hackle, 
bluc (stained); wings, pheasant, mallard, 
swan dyed blue, yellow ant1 red; wool 
duck topping over all. 

T h e  Butcher.-This fly is a general 
favorite. It  will always kill where there 
are salmon. In  the Awe, the Orchy, the 
Brora, the Nova, the Thurse, the Hems- 
dale, the Annan, and the Tay and Tor- 
ridge, and one or two Welsh rivers, it is a 
prime favorite according to Mr. Francis. 
T a g  gold twist and dark orange floss tail, 
one  topping;  butt,  black ostrich herl; 
body, two or three turns of claret, ditto of 
metliurn blue, ditto red, and rest of dark 
b lue  p ig ' s  wool ,  broad silver t insel ;  
medium red claret hackle; gallina o n  
shoulder; under wings a tippet and gold 
pheasant r u m p  feather, ovcr them strips 
of b rown mal la rd ,  bustard,  peacock 

wing, wood duck, and blue and yellow 
swan strips; I~lack head. 

Tlrr .Oi/7~rr 1lortor.-Tag, silver tinsel; 
tail, gold pheasant topping, the turn of 
red crewel over the s tump of it for the 
l~u t t ;  body, silver tinscl; hackle, blue as 
before, w i t h  a brown hackle at  the 
s h o ~ ~ l c l e r  a n d  a small speckled gallina 
over it; wing chiefly of pintail, with a few 
red and blue fibcrs and toppings ovcr it; 
red crewel head. Size as before. 

T h r  Chi1drrs.-Tag, gold twist ant1 
golden colored floss; tail, a topping,  
some teal ant1 tippet; body, yellow orange 
and dark red pig's wool, broad gold tin- 
sel; hackle, dark retl claret and bright blue 
on  shoulder; wing, a goocl lumy:, of whit- 
ish tipped dark turkey and strips of hus- 
tart1 and gold pheasant tail ovcr it mixed 
with slices of blue, pale red, orange and 
yellow swan; head black. 

Popham.-Tag, gold twist; tail, top- 
ping and Indian crow; butt, black herl; 
body, in three equal sections, buttedwith 
black herl. T h e  first dark orange silk- 
ribbed fine gold tinsel,  having Indian 
crow above and below; second joint of 
yellow s i lk ,  wi th  r i b b i n g  a n d  crow 
repeated; third, light blue silk, with rih- 
b i n g  ant1 c r o w ' s  f e a t h e r s  a s  before. 
Hackle, jay at throat only; wings, tippet, 
teal, gallina, golden pheasant tail, par- 
rot, light brown mottled turkey, bustard, 
red macaw,  yellow d i t to ,  two  str ips  
brown mallard above surmounted by a 
golden pheasant topping;  horns, blue 
macaw; cheeks, chatterer; head, blark 
herl. 

S ih~er  Gray.-Tag, silver twist and yel- 
low silk; tail ,  t o p p i n g  a n d  unbar red  
summer duck; butt,  black herl; body, 
silver tinsel (flat); ribs, silver tinsel (oval); 
hackle, :I silver furnace (black ccntcr, 
white tips,) along body; throat, widgeon; 
wings, golden pheasant, tippet strands 
and tail, bustard, swan clyctl yellow, gal- 
lina, r~owder-blue maraw, mallard brown, 
mallard gray and golden pheasant top- 
ping;  horns,  bluc macaw; side, jungle 
fowl; head, black Berlin wool. 

T h e  following flies may be added to 
this enumerat ion:  Jock Scott, Curtis,  
Fairy, Black Prince, Dandy, May Queen, 
Bluebell, Captain, Greenwell, Durham 
Ranger ,  Phoebus,  Gi tana ,  Stevenson, 
Baron, Major, Derby Orange, MacNicol, 
Champion, Benchill, Black Dose, Britta- 
nia, Black Dog, Chatterer, Taite's Fancy, 
Brown Eagle, Infallible, Black Ranger, 
Lion, Nepenthian, Thunder  and Light- 
ning, Dawson, Harlequin. 

T h e  art of "casting" a fly cannot be 
rompletely taught by word of mouth. I 
must presume in the following remarks 
that the angler I am addressing has somP 
knowledge of casting a fly, say, for trout. 
For instance, he must he able to place his 
trout fly on the water without popping it 
nearly off behind him. N o  man should 
attempt a double-handed fly rod till he 



can rnastcxr the, rn; lni l~~rlat io~i  ol :I single- 
handed on(, .  Such temerity would be 
ahstrrd. Sul,l,(~sing, therc~forc~, that he  
already knows something a l ~ o r ~ t  i t ,  I will 
proceed to describe the ortlin;u.y and best 
method-for thc.1-e ar-e rnore tI1;rn one-of 
throwing thc salmon fly. 

First, one  or  two prc5liminary warn- 
ings. Do not try to get out 50 ytls. of lineat 
first. Try rather with ;~hout  teri, and in 
cotrrse of time the othcr twerlty may be 
added. D o  not use more strength than is 
necessary in making a cast. I t  is a l amm- 
table wastcx of muscular powrr, and, after 
a time, as painful as it is w:~stcful, toexert 
all your force t i l l  the sound of the rod 
rrrshing through the wind makes noise 
enough for ;I miniature hurric.ane. Real- 
ly, the scc.ret of fly-casting lies i r i  tloingas 
little yourself, ; ~ n d  making your rotldoas 
much, as you (.an. O n e  of the atlvantagcss 
of the pliancy of 21 fly rot1 is its adal,tahil- 
ity for this. The top of the rot1 and its 
i~nrnctli:rte nvighboring 1);1rts. ;uitl so on  
to the I)utt, arc all intcndctl to ;rid the 
prolxrlsion of the fly through theair. It is 
deploral~le, thcsrrforr, to see ;I man exert- 
ing his wholt. strength in ;I strong breeze 
to get out sornc twenty yards of linc, ancl 
to  observe. his fai l~rrc  in thc cmc~rgetic 
movrmc5nt of the I-od's I)r~tt, ;rntl the gen- 
eral rrsu1t:tnt "cusscdncss" of the fly. 
Finally, never I)e in a hurry toget youl- fly 
out where a fish has just risen-"m:~ke 
haste slowly" is a goltlen 1)rccept 

In  throwing the salmon f l y ,  take thc 
rod in thc hands, one ;il-)ovcs the othcr 
below the winch. In tIiro\v ing from t he 
right side, the right hand is to t:tkcthr rod 
above the winch and the Icft t)elow it. In  
making tho Ivft sitlec-ast, tlic ~,ositions ; I I - ~  
reversetl; in fisliingdown a river, from thc 
left bank, the right sho~r l~ le r  cast must be 
made, anti I ~ C P  ~)cY.s(I. Of (.olrrse, every- 
body knows which is 111~. right and Icft 
bank of a river. lookingtlown strr:tm. For 
the sakcof an rxa~nplc ,  I will srrppose a n  
angler fishing a stream clown o n  the 
right. Of coursr, the left sho~rlder cast 
must hc~ maclc, anti I will further imagine 
cliffs or trees I)ehind him. It is necessary 
that his cast shall avoitl thesc, ;rnd this is 
how the thing is dont.: T h c  rot1 is held 
aloft, with the left hand al)ovcx the winch 
and the right beneath it 21s 1)c.fore noted; 
the Icft leg is  laced forwartl, anel the left 
side, of course, is towartl thc~ I-ivcr. 

The, rod is then hrought round, by, 
over, and beyond the point of the lcft 
shoulder. 7'his will carry the line to its 
full extcnt ul)warcls and over the bed of 
the river. When so extcndctl, the point of 
the rod must be bro~rght hack a little in 
the direction the cast is to 1)~ '  rnadc. Mak- 
ing use, thcn, of the left arm chiefly, the 
line is prol~elletl forwarel by a motion 
given the rod, as though there weresome- 
thing in the air you wishctl to strike. You 
must not now bend forwartl with therod, 
or its forward motion will bcs c.11ec.ked at a 

short tlistance i f  you do, hut kccp your 
~x)sition, letting the natural pliancy of 
thc ul,pcr joints of the rod do their work, 
;ind the fly will then fall as it ought, fir.c.& 
on the water. followc.tl by the gut and thr  
rrst of the liric. .I'he left shoulder cast is 
made cliiefly w h r n  the obstructions I 
rt,ferred to exist. I ran see n o  reason why 
thc right shoulder cast should not bcsalso 
usrd i f  the bank I)r shelving ancl the 110s- 
trrior surroundings cltaar. 

T h e  right shorrltler cast is madr oppo- 
sitely, of course. T h e  positions of the 
fisher as regards his fect and hands are 
rt,vrrsed, and a bolt1 semi-circular sweep 
of the line as hcforr, bringingchiefly into 
~)l:~y the muscles of the forearm, is rn;rtle. 
N o  unnecessary  s t r e n g t h  s h o u l d  t)e 
c,mployed. T h e  1)ody need not be I~cnt,  
except to relax the rigidity of the musclc~s 
srt for the throw. T h e  fly then falls lightly 
; ~ n d  without hurry upon the stream, and 
is followed by th(s linc quite as lightly. 
'I'hesc stl.aig1it shor~ l~ le r  casts are invaria- 
I)ly the I~est, as they make the least noise 
;11ic1 tlisturbance of the water, and they are 
cc~rtainly the easiest for the tyro to learn. 

'The working of the fly for salmon after 
it has fallen on  the water requ i~cs  tact, 
irntl tact only. T h i s  can only be de~ivrcl 
I ~ o m  experience. T h e  more salmon onc 
(ate he\, and thc greater the variety of riv- 
c ~ s  from which thrv are taken. the rnore 
likcly is the anglcr to work his lurepleas- 
ingly. H e  will rec~ognise similarities of 
strcxam, and othtar indescribable nicc,ties 
which guide his cye and inform his pcr- 
ccptions of th r  nrcc~ssities of the water 
;rntl their hitlden prizes. 

In tlrawing a fly along the wata. Irt us 
c.onsitle~- its appc.;1rance. T h e  weight of 
thr  current, as i t  rncets the fur and feather 
material of which thca lure is co~nposrtl ,  
rnust compress thrse. If, therefore, thr  fly 
he steadily drawn against the stream its 
c.ollapse is coml~letc, and the chief of its 
attractions are hidden, those o n  the body 
c.slx~cially, by the closed wings, whirl1 
I)ec.ome themselvrs also attenuated and 
by n o  means consl,icuons. T h r  chances 
of a salmon taking the trorrblr to sur- 
111011111 the strong stream and follow u p  a 
questionable bait shorn of half its attrac- 
tions are also small. Rathel- is it likrly 
that the fish will relinquish the pursuit 
tlisgusted. "El,hcmera" details several 
o1)servations which lead to the inference 
[hat  this is prcciscly what the fish d o  
when the bait is drawn th rougl~  thewater 
without pause at a swift rate of progress. 

Obviously, tlierc*fore, the proper thing 
to (lo is to so manage it when in the water 
that its appearance will be as attractivr as 
possible, and that its pace will not over- 
come the curiosity or desireof thes;rlmon 
hy reason of the trouble necessary to grat- 
ify it. For i t  may be safely presunird that 
fish like as little trouble as possible in the 
~ ~ r r w i t  of their oljjec-t. Perch will always 
take by choice a woundetl o r  hooked min- 

now, and this is chiefly because the exer- 
tion necessary is less. T h e  motion im- 
parted by the skilled salmon fisher to his 
lure is a sort of s ink ing  and drawing 
movement, t h e  "sinking,"  of course, 
opening thr  hairs o r  feathers of the bait to 
their full expansion. A fish often follows 
the bait, ant1 this sinking is frequently the 
means of overcoming the "dare not" 
which waits u p o n  "I would," and  so  
compasses the ruin of the lordly "fysshe." 

Now, supposing you havc risen and 
hooked your fish according to directions 
given about striking, the next question is 
how to play it. Of course, during the first 
rushes of a large, determined fish, it is 
absurd to try to stop it by any means o f a  
really dr:istic nature. If it is at all advisa- 
ble, for thcsake of guiding the fish safely 
past a suhmcrged rock or  stump, I would 
recommend the rodster to use the butt; 
but ordinarily it is quite impossible to 
check it in its headlong rush. 'Clsually it 
takes its way down stream, and this is 
always the best way for the angler, who 
should cndeavor to keep u p  with it, never 
conceding one yard of line if his legs will 
obviate doing so. If he does so, and allows 
a long linc to follow his fish, should the 
salmon turn and bolt u p  stream, the line 
lies lool,etl in the water, and in all proba- 
bility caught  round all  sorts of roots, 
branches. stones and stumns. of whose n .  

existence he has hitherto been in ignor- 
ance. Of corrrse, the chances are, in such 
case, that the fish will sever connection 
without more ado. T h e  right thing to do 
is to pursues the fleeing fish with all celer- 
ity, letting out just so much line as it 
requires, and will have, and n o  more. 
When the preliminary rush is over it will 
get Inore manageable, and  now is the 
tirne to assert a littleof your authority. If 
the fish shows a disposition to go over a 
fall or into a rapid or  othrr place equally 
~rntlesir;ible, where you cannot follow it, 
you must "butt" it. Do not do so, how- 
ever, unless rrnder the severest necessity. 
In  this operation it is well not to present 
the b~rt t  too much in the direction of the 
fish, lest your middle joint snaps, as I 
have had one do, like a carrot. T h e  only 
thing required is that the fish should be 
made to feel the check of theentire spring 
of the rod. T h i s  is done by placing the rod 
against the stomach, and holding it at 
about 45 deg. A little more force gradu- 
ally applied will d o  n o  harm, but theidea 
of reclining the rod over the shoulder is 
absurd, and simply means breakingone's 
rod in nine cases out of ten. 

I am n o  advocate for brutally skull- 
dragging a salmon because one happens 
to possess good and strong tackle. I hold 
with firm but light treatment, and conse- 
quently the butting business in my caseis 
seldom put into practice. I think most 
~rnhesitatingly that it is ~~nspor t smanl ike  
to tleprive oneself of the magnificent play 
a fine fish usually gives. In n o  case, how- 



ever, should a n  inch of slack line be 
allowed if it can be helped. 

A wonderful lot of dodges have these 
clever fish when hooked to aid them in 
break ing  away. W h e n  o n e  is l ight ly 
hooked I notice he generally rises, and 
shakes his head about on  the surface of 
the water. If he be impaled securely, how- 
ever, he usnally begins to fight under 
water. and violent indeed is his furv. Not 
that his advent abovewater is nrver made; 
far from it. In  nine cases out of ten this 
acrobatic business is gone through, and 
the only thing to d o  is to lower the point 
of the rod when he springs, so that the 
weight of the pulling fish may not tear 
out the barb. "I havesometimes hooked a 
salmon," says Fitzgibbon, "and seen him 
to my dismay throw, in  rapid succr~ssion, 
several somersaults, 6 f t .  high o r  more, 
and then with a species of frrocity p l~rnge  
beneath the  water ,  a n d  there ' j igger  
away,' making the rod quiver as though 
he who held it were strickrn with palsy. 
T h e  somersault would be repeatetl, and 
finally the fish would have retr)rrrsc to a 
lengthenrd rush. At length, after a pro- 
tracted struggle, my quarry would yield 
and be baggc~d." T h i s  "jiggc.ringn sensa- 
t ion  is exceedingly unpleasant, a n d  
clearly shows that the fish has a good idea 
of  how to grt the hook out of its mouth by 
shaking ancl "champing" his jaws. 

When a fish "sulks" thew is only one  
thing to do-that is, wake him out of his 
bad humor as soon as possiblc hy what- 
ever means  a rc  t h e  rcacliest to  h a n d .  
Throwing  stonc,s at the spot of his going 
down, or rven stirring him 111) with a 
long  ole, may be resorted to. I n  gmeral,  
however, Salrno salar may ht, roused by a 
few smal-t twitches of the rod's top, so as 
to make the barb of thtx hook felt. Be 
l~reparetl for a determined rush, for a fish 
roused out  of sulkiness is oftrn rsxces- 
sively violcnt. 

I will conclude thisshort homily o n  fly 
fishing for salmon by giving such direc- 
tions as occur to me in connection with 
the most advisable way of fishing a salm- 
on  river, and where most fish are chiefly 
to he found. Always fish the water next 
you, then the middle, and then as far as 
you can throw without  difficulty. Of 
course, there are often unconsidered tri- 
fles which seriously interfere with fixed 
rules, but either by wading or walking a 
stream a pool may bepretty nearly always 
compassed. I recommend the up-and-  
across throw, for it is just at thc bend of 
the curve described by your hait when 
thus fishing that the fish usually takes 
one. 

T h e  best parts of the rivrr cannot be 
easily detec-ted to  a certainty without 
recourse to thr  test of the rod. Sorncof the 
most likely looking spots a r r  without 
fish, for sonic~ unaccountable rrason or  
other, and 7ric~ ~ICT.WI. A guidc is always a 
safe investmcbnt, and if he be a thorough 

anglcr himself so much the better. It is in 
that case infinitely brtter to trust to his 
jt~dgrnent than your own. If one cannot 
be got, it may be taken as a general rulr  
that salmon-Dame Rerners notwith-  
standing-do not lie out in the broad 
suearn. They may be passing, but their 
resting-place is never in the open watcLr. 
Like trout sornrwhat, they are likelier to 
be lying behind or amongst large stones, 
and on  each side of sharp currents. Of 
course, where thr  current is not rapid, 
they will lie, like any other fish, in any 
part of t h r  watcbr. l 'hc  hoi l ing water 
underneath weirs is not to thcir taste, hut 
whrre it runs swiftly and smoothly away, 
thrrr may a salmon l)c* found. "Ephr- 
mcra" says, "In the early spring months, 
when thvre is a succc~ssion of fin? opcm 

weather, salmon ;ire fount1 in all parts of 
pools, heads and tails, anrl if in the latter 
locality there I)? ;I large block of stone, 
forming a n  ( w i l y  stemmexi erl(ly, they 
will be forrnd in it; becarlse i t  is at thc 
same timc a good resting ~)lacc, and a 
good feeding  lace. Salmon fight for 
such comfort;il)lc spots, the strongest and 
bravest taking possession of them, and 
when one fish is hooked and t;rkrn away 
another fish invariably fills the, v;rcated 
locality. It is for this reason that a gener- 
ally favoritc. spot is nevcr urithout an 
aquatic ten; i~~t ."  And this is trrreof nearly 
all fish. and m;ry 1)r consitleretl an axiom 
of unqurstion;rble wisdom. "The  best 
fish arc found in the best ~)lac.cts," n o  
doubt in o1)edicmce to thc majestic law of 
natural sc31ection. 



Poetry Miscellany 
by John Harrington Keene 

Morning on a Trout Stream 
Lo! in the east the opal light of day 

Spreads softly, silently, and almost awfully, 
O'er all, its spiritual glory. Pearly gray- 

In palest radiance painting the dim sky. 
Broadening to daylight does it grow and now 

Sweet bird-notes, twittered quaintly, break the calm, 
Swelling anon to greetings loud that grow 

T o  choral music-Nature's matin psalm. 

Now the lush meads with diamond dew-drops flash; 
And hark the gurgling brook! that all night long, 

With voire untiring, and melodious plash, 
Has sung to the tired landscape its soft song! 

Ever the same its gladsomrx chant is swelling, 
Gliding with joyaunce, flecked with light or shade; 

Dimpling in glee, its rrystal springs out-welling 
'Mid greening mc,adows or the bosky glade. 

Lightly we waveour wand of magic spell- 
T h e  dainty fly falls lightly on the stream, 

Strange necromancy this, that can compel 
Tha t  sudden splash and living jewels' gleam! 

Now curves the wand!-the quarry fiercely fights 
For freedom! As he leaps the morning sun 

Illumines his bright sides with silvern lights; 
But soon his proud heart breaks-his race is run. 

And like a high-born warrior he lies 
Clothed in a n  armor of the rainbow's hues, 

A monarch of the stream! he gasping dies- 
A hero-spirit death alone subdues! 

Anear the hermit thrush bewails his fate, 
With melancholy sweetness in her voice, 

While we the victor joyously elate 
In  the lark's skyward hymn of praise rejoice. 

Night on the River 
Night on  the river! O h  a gracious time, 
Wherein to searrh the hidden heart of things! 
Rock-fortressed by volranic might sublime, 
T h e  river floweth free and sweetly brings 
Winged thoughts and hopes, and deep imaginings. 

Night on the river! and the mighty hills 
Stand grandly docile, guartling the soft scene, 
Sovran yet silent. What a rapture thrills 
T h e  solemn quiet! Night, with saddcnecl mien 
And quiet steps, treads whcrc the clay has been. 

T h e  voices of the gloaming near and far 
Proclaim the rising of the argent moon; 
In brilliant glory shines the evening star, 
T h e  weird owl hoots, and loud the beetles croon; 
High shrills with gladsome mirth the crickets' tune. 

T h e  stream is softly singing its own hymn, 
Rippl ing and plashing o'er enameled stones: 
Soft plumed moths flit through the twilight dim, 
And sound with fluttering pinions, undertones; 
Whilst swaying spearmint perfumed breathing loans. 

Anon a sudden splash most musical 
Breaks the sweet cadence of the murmuring stream, 
T h e  spray drops flash like diamonds as they fall, 
And by the risen moon, is seen the gleam 
Of armored trout in symmetry supreme. 

Ice-Fishing in Winter 
Ho! Sing of your trout in the Spring betimes 

When birds are mating and leaves are green! 
Ho! Sing of your bass in glowing rhymes 

When Autumn shines in her golden sheen! 
But give me a Winter morn and ice 

O n  the frozen rove a foot o r  more, 
And pike and perch that our  lures entice 

T o  the holes we cut near the shelving shore; 
And klink! klink! klink! the chisel rings, 

And ice-chips twinkle and flash and fly, 
And loud and glad the fisher sings 

In  the bright sunshine of a n  azure sky. 

T h e  glinting snow bejewels the brush; 
Still is the landscape, calmly .grand; 

We miss the song of the hermit thrush 
From the thicket near in this silent land, 

But the prowling pike is fierce and bold, 
And our tip-ups dance in merry glee. 

T h o u g h  zero 'tis we heed not the cold, 
But hew at the ice right merrily. 

And klink! klink! klink! the rhisel rings, 
T h e  ire-chips twinkle and flash and fly, 

And loud and glad the fisher sings 
In  the bright sunshine of an azure sky. 

Away from the desk! Away from the mart! 
To the frozen rove from the fetid room 

Where the bracing nerves and the bounding heart 
Shall paint the cheeks a ruddier bloom. 

Come wield the chis?] each hole to pierre, 
Thcn  set the line with cunning fine. 

Lo! here your guerdon-a pickerel fierre, 
O r  giant perch on the speeding line! 

And klink! klink! klink! the rhisel rings, 
And the ice-chips twinkle and flash and fly, 

And loud and  glad the fisher sings 
In the bright sunshine of an azure sky. 



Dry Flies on the Ondawa: 
The Tragic Tale of 

*Notr addrd in proof: Since writing 
this piece, 7ue haue discor~rrrd .rmeral 
 reference.^ to floating f1ir.s prior to 1885. 
Charles Orr1i.s was ad71erti.ting "cork 
body floating" f1ir.r in the American 
Angler in 1881. An article fronz the 
British Fishing Gazette o n  fishing u ~ i t h  
dry flies 7ua.s publishrd in the 
American Angler in 1883 (7101 .  6, no. 
17), and in 1883 Orangr Judd Co. ( N P U I  
York) issued an Anzrrican edition of 
Dar~id Foster's Scientific Angler, a 
British work that also drscrihed fishing 
with floating flies. 

John ~ & i n ~ t o n  Keene 

S 6  

Tools of thr tmdr,  an i l l t~~tra t ion  
from the .rrcond irzstnlln~ent of 
Krenr ' .~ .series " T h e  Throry and 
Practice of Artificial Fly Making," 
zu1zic/1 apprarrd in thr American 
Field in 1887. Keenr nzent io~2.s that 
until  tltr 18hO.s mo.st flirs 711rrr tied 
711ithout tttr U S P  of a z~i.se; ~ O U I P I I P T ,  
u ~ i t h  the drrvlopnzent of nzore 
complicatrrl, .smnIl~r, floating f lie.s, 
the use of a fly~-tyiirlg7li.sr711n.s almo.st 
obligatory. T h r  too1.r tltnt 1tr 
rrc.on?nzrnd.s hardly diffrr from roltal 
i.r i17 u.se todny. 

by Dauid Ledlie 

Part 11: The Flies He Fished With1 

type fly, and a beetle imitation tied with 
pearock her1 and  jungle-cock feathers 
were all  described. Rut that 's not all .  
Directions for fishing dry flies, a rrasona- 
blv accurate account of the natural his- 

, B 
tory of some aquatic insects, ant1 tltatailetl 
directions for tying fancy salmon f1ic.s 
were also mc>ntioned. Not very unusual 
Fare for a conteml~orary angling book or 
article of today, hut extraordinary sub- 
stance for a series of articles that al111rar-td 
in the Anzrrican Anglrr in 1885 and in thc 
Anzrrica?~ Firld in 1887!2 Their author, 

It was all there in blackancl white, 
replete with meticulor~sly drawn 
illustrations by the author. Dircc- 
tions for tying all sorts of flies 
were givt.11, includingdry-fly imi- 
tations for mayflies and midgcss. 

John Harrington Keene, who emigrated 
from England to this country in 1885, 
brought with him a thorough knowledge 
and understanding of British fly-fishing 
techniques, including the fine art of fish- 
ing the dry fly. T o  my knowlrdge Keene 
was the fil-st to explicitly introduce the 
American angler to dry-fly fishing and to 
the method for tyingdry flies.* In order to 

,Cork-bodied patterns, detachetl- 
botlied flies, flies with interconvertable 
bodies. double-insect uatterns. a keel- 

put this in proper perspective, I remind 
readers that it was not until 1886 that 
Frederick Halfortl, famed British angler, 
pul~listied Dry Fly.Fi.rhing in Throry and 
Practicr, the first book on  dry-fly fishing. 
Readers of thc American Angler in 1885 
had already been appriseti of this new 
technique by Kcene. Furthermore, Keen? 
introdrcced highly innovative patterns 
and tying techniques that only recently, 
through I-einvention or rediscovery, have 
heen accepted and routinely ernployetl by 
Americ-an fly fishermen. IJnfortunately 

for Keene and thc American angler, his 
sage advice has 1anguishr.cl unnoticed for 
more than a cr.ntury. From the point of 
view of what hc offerrd North American 
f ishermen,  a n d  ~ i ~ h r n  it was offered, 
Keene deserves consideration as the most 
authoritative angling figure of America's 
Victorian era. H e  clearly overshadows the 
unduely revercd ant1 cannonizecl Catskill 
flytier, Theodore Cordon. But his im- 
pact, as was Gordon's initially, was min- 
imal. T h e  techniq~~cs  that Kecnres~~ousrcl 
were originally designed for the cal,trlrc 
of Britain's wiley brown trout. T h e  rrla- 
lively r~nsophisticatt~d natives brook trout 
of North Amrrican streams were not 
nearly as selec-tivt, as Britain's Snlrno 
t r ~ ~ t t a .  Virtually any pattern of fly would 
catch a fish; morrovcr, thcgaudy, snelled, 
Vic-torian wet flies wet-e m u c h  more  
attractive to the American angler, mucll 
casicr to obtain fl-on1 local tackle clealcrs, 



Tlrr  fly 7~i.sr in action. Tlrr 
illu.stration i.7 from hi.7 Oook Fly- 
Fishing ;tr~d Fly-Making (1887). N o l r  
tlzr nlt?~ost-corrzpletrd dry fly. It 
a p p m r . ~  that th r  Ilacklr hn.s just Orr71 

and much r;tsirr to tie. Rc~sitlcs, what self- 
~ - e s p c c t i n g  Yankr r  i n  h i s  r igh t  m i n d  
wantc~tl to l)c told how to fish by a stuffy, 
pompous Englishman. So wliilr Krenc's 
ideas wc~rcxcrrtainly very intcrctsting, thrir 
implrmrntation was not rrclrtisite f o ~  fil- 
l ing a willow I~askct with a mc'ssof native 
1)rookic.s. Brtwcen thr  timr of his arrival 
in the IInitrtl States anel his tlrath in 1907. - .  
Kecncs pu1)lishrd many articlcs ant1 a 
book, Fly-Fi.slring a n d  F l y - M a k i n g ,  
which wrnt through thrc~l cstlitions, all of 
which torctrd his innov:ttivr flies ant1 
fishing t r c ~ h n i q ~ t e s . ~  But l)t~c.;~usc~ of ill 
health, alcoholism, ant1 21 c.ontin~trd lack 
of accc.l)tanc.cb by the Amcrican angling 
public, thrscs efforts cam(% to an end in 
1904 with thr prtl)lication of T'hr Artifi- 
cial Fly, a chal~ter  in a vol~umr of thr  
Anzrr ican S ~ ~ o r t . s m n n ' . s  Ii1,rar.y srrics: 
G1411.s, A n ~ n z u n i l i o ~ r ,  and Tacklr.  

So witli all this in ~iiintl ,  Irt's go  back 
and exarninc~ in detail just what Kerne 
was trlling Amrrira's Vic.tori;tn anglrrs. 
O n r  of my goals is to convinc.c' you that 
he, not Gortlon, shoul(l I)(, c.onsidrrrd 
North Amcric.a's first g u r ~ r  of tlir dry fly, 
that subsc~clucmt to Thatltlr~ts Nor-ris and 
prior to Louis  Rhcad st;tncls ;rnotlit*r 
names to I)(, rrvcb~-rtl in Anlt.ric.;tr~ angling 

history, that of John Harrington Kcrnr. 
When Keene came to the l1nitc.d Statrs 

in 1885 hc was only twenty-nine years 
old, but he was a srasoned anglcr and a n  
established angling writer. H e  had pub- 
lished numerous articles in  British sport- 
ing  periodicals (e.g., Land and wa t r r ,  
Firld, and thc FiFhing Gazr t t r ) ,  and in 
1881 he published his first book, thrl'rac- 
tical Fi.shrrn7an. T h e  book was ~ ~ 1 s t  that: 
a how-to book that dealt with virtuallv 
all  aspects of fresl1wate1- sportfishing. 
T h e  natural history, the lore, and  thc 
methods of capturr of British freshwater 
fish were covrretl. A substantial portion 
of the book was devoted to tacklr and 
tackle-making, including a chapter on 
fly-making. Cliaractc~rized by lofty, often 
prctcntious Victorian prose, thePmrticn1 
Fi.sIrrrnzan offerctl the British anglrr a 
wealth of information about his s1)ort- 
much of which had I~ccn borrowrtl, with 
arllxopriate arknowlrdgemcnt, f r o ~ n  the 
writings of some of Britain's morr liota- 
blr angling authors (Stoddart, Stc>w;trt, 
Francis, Pennell, rtc..). T h e  format ;tnd 
content of thc book wel-e very similar to 
Thaddeus  Norris's wcxll-known Amrr i -  
can Ang l r r ' .~  Book, puhlishrct in P1iil;t- 
tlrlphia in 1864. In the Practical Fi.sl~rr- 
man the I-eader finds exl>licit mrntion of 
the technique of dry-fly fishing (i.cs., thr  
tcrm dry fly was actttally used) that Keyme 
was to elahol-atc* in his Anzrrican Angler 
a11tl An?rrican Firld articles. Krrnr also 
mcntions that he strtdietl the life histories 
of mayfly nyrnl~hs in a small home aqua- 
r i~ t rn .  Studies of this type arc us~ ta l ly  
associated wi th  tlir  model-n a n g l r r -  
entomologists of the 1960s ant1 l970s! 

I'm sure that at the timcx, Krrnr's Prac- 
tical Fi.sherw~an had minimal impact on  
British anglers or British angling rnrth- 
ods. Much of thr matcrial he covcrrd hatl 
alrc.ady heen thoroitghly tlisrussctl hy 
Francis Francis in his articles in Fipld 
:tnd i n  h i s  B o o k  o n  A n g l i n g  (1867). 
Furthermort,, thcs rrlativt-ly sophisticatr.tl 
British angler was ~.outinely inuntlatc.tl 
witli similar matrrial that apprarrtl in 
other angling periodicals and books, ant1 
by 1880, dry-fly fishing in many arcBas of 
England was certainly de  r igurur .  In 
short,  Keene's book was just anothcr 
angling book. But gcrrnanr to our  discus- 
sion is the fact that with his extc~nsivr 
knowledge of British angling ~,racticcs, 
as his book cvinc.rtl, Kcrne had thr potcn- 
ti211 to dramatically influence Amcrican 
anglrrs. With tllr cxcrption of Ricliartl 
Fr;tnck's putat ivr  stay in this country 
somrtirne in the. latter Ilart of thr scbvcSt1- 
trcbntli century, Kt.onc is the first rsritl)- 
lishcd, professional British sport-anglrr 
and angling author to take u p  residrncr 
h c ~ c  for a n  rxtcndcd period of tirncs.4 
Furthrrrnorc, hc tlitl i t  at a tiriir whrn 
Britisli fly-fishing c.lcarly was tlc~c.itd~s 
;tht*:ttl of the stat(, of thr  gentlr art :is 
1)r;tc.t ictsd in North Arncarica. Herr was a 

TIC. 16 

F I G  Ib 

1llu.stratiorr of the7utriou.s .stagr.s of 
n ~ a n l ~ f a c t u r r  of thr  first d r ~  fly t o  be 
src.71 (171 this  .sidr of thr Atlantic. From 
t11r f o ~ ~ r t l r  installment of " H o ~ o  to  
Makr  Trout Flirs," Amcsrican Angler, 
A u g ~ t s t  8, 188.5 (7fo1. 8, no .  6 ) .  

rrsprc.tcci, knowledgeahlr angling writer 
and  exl,rrirnccd fly f ishrrman whose 
lavoritr rncsthod of fishing was with the 
floating fly. I'm certain that he thought 
h r  cortltl rradily rerstal)lish himself pro- 
fessionally in  the IInitetl States; more- 
over, hcs  robab ably thought he would havr 
little cliffic~tlty in educating the Ameri- 
can  a n g l c r  t o  the  rnorr subt le ,  more  
sopliisticatrcl, a n d  morr  atlvanced fly- 
fishing trc.liniques contc,ml)orary to Eng- 
land at tlir time. 

Kerno arrivrd in New York City eal-ly 
in 1885 ;tntl lost little timcin ingratiating 
himsrlf witli thc local angling establish- 
ment. H r  matlr the acquaintanceof Wil- 
liam C. Harris, editor of thc American 
Anglrr,  ant1 in the Notes :tntI Queries 
srrtion of tlir March 28, 1885, issuc.of the 
Anglrr  (vol. 7, no. 3). Krrnr's name first 
apcars with ;I short note titlcd "Breeding 
of Eels." Aftcr this drbut,  the floodgates 
opencd :tntl thc ink from his pen poured 
forth. Inclutling his initial piece, Harris 
publishrtl twenty of Kecmtx's articles in 
1885. ?'hvir srtbject rnattcr was diverse: 
fly-tying trc.hniqucs, fishing methods, 
and rvrn dirrctions for thr manufacture 
of s11oon baits, to name a few. Much of 
the matt3ri;tl that Keenr prrsented was 
new to thc Arncriran fly fisherman, and 
in tlir May 16 issur of th r  Anglrr (vol. 7, 
no. 20, 1,. .308). l~istory was made! In his 
articlr, ".I'lic Inner Nat~ t r r  of Fishes," 
aftel- a Irngthy discussion of vision as it 
pertains to fish, American anglers were 
explicitly introduced for tlic first time in 
a n  Amrricari publication to thr  tech- 
n i q ~ t r o f  dry-fly fishing. Hcrr, now, is the 
pertinent srction of this landmark article 
that desc.ril)c,s the method of fishing with 
floating flic~s, which to my knowledge 
has brrm ovrrlooked for more than a 
century. 

I don111 11ot I ~ u t  that the, nrcessity 
for thc finr-st of tackle and closest of 
imitations of the natural insert on 
thr  trout strclams of Great Britain is 



Frontispiece from Guns, Ammunition, and Tackle (1904). 
The flies were tied by John Harrington Keene. 
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A n  example of one of Keene's "exact 
imitation," e~tended-bodied,  scale- 
wingrd flies (bo t tom)  from the 
American Field, April  2, 1887 (zrol. 27, 
no. 14). T h e  top illu.stration is the  or 
"natural" fly, and the center is the  
"normal" imitation. Keene was the  
second author to giz~e American 
anglers directions for tying extended- 
bodied flies (see text). 

due to a like progressive evolving 
education which I may as well refer 
to in this section on  sight (which is 
the chief sense of fish), thought it 
applies to all the other subservient 
perceptions. T h e  earliest work on  
angling, in  the English language, 
was that of the fair Dame Berners, 
in  1496, a n d  it is too internally 
practical for us to doubt but that 
the drawings she gives of tackle are 
indeed represen ta t ions  of w h a t  
caught fish in  her day. Besides that 
the whole directions in  the book 
are advocates of similar rough devi- 
ces; yet fish were caught. 

And further, on  virgin streams, 
which yet exist, the c-omparative 
tameness and unsophistication of 
the fish bears out that the march of 
intellect i n  a comparative sense 
applies also to fish. T h e  ancient 
angler would laugh to scorn the 
gossamer g u t  a n d  accurately im- 
aged fly of English Southern rivers 
and yet they at  this day alone kill 
fish. 

One palpable result of the educa- 
tion of the trout in English waters 
is the general adoption of the dry 
fly u p  stream fishing. T h e  angler 

stalks his fish from behind him as 
he lies head u p  stream, and, drying 
the fly in  the air, he places it just 
above the r is ing fish and  lets it 
float, taking care that n o  move- 
ment is imparted to the bait. Now it 
is a fact that it  is almost impossible 
to  get good sport,  especially a- 
mongst the big ones in any other 
way whatsoever. And why, you 
ask? Because, I reply, this style pla- 
ces the lure before the fish in  the 
nearest possible approach to its 
natural way of sailingdown stream 
after falling on  the water or rising 
from it. "But," youobject, "thereis 
n o  imitation of the struggles of the 
insect in  your style." "What strug- 
gles, good sir?" I ask. Those flies 
which rise from the water them- 
selves are not afraid of drowning if 
the land flies are. In  England they 
sail down with erect wings and  
immovably outspread legs and it is 
just because the floating fly does 
this that it is taken by the fish. Of 
course a hackle fly is looketl on  as a 
drowned insect bv the fish and  
when they takr it, it matters little 
how it is presented. 

But there's more! "How to MakeTrout 
Flies" was a five-part series that com- 
menced in the July 18 issue (vol. 8, no. 3, 
p. 33).5 T h e  fourth installment of th r  ser- 
ies, in  the August 8, 1885 issue (vol. 8, no. 
6, p .  83), gave directions for tying a dry 
fly. After explaining how to tie a "plain- 
bodied hackle fly" (a  wet fly), Keene be- 
gins the instructions for the floating fly. 

From the  "great unwinged"  
lures of the trout fisher I must now 
pass to the domain of the difficult 
winged flies. 'The putting o n  of the 
wing is the po~zs  asinorum of the 
tyro, but I will let him down easily 
t o  begin with by explaining the 
make of the easiest winged fly of 
which I know. This  is the so-called 
May fly (Ephemera uulgata), whose 
beautiful form is shown imper- 
fectly at  fig. 24. I suppose not even 
to American anglers need I rhap- 
sodize over its efficacy as a bait for 
trout, so I will go  on  to speak of its 
imitation. There are many styles of 
this, but the one I give is a very 
good one in England and suits my 
educational purpose at  this time. 

Materials for May Fly.-Clean 
wheat straw, three whisks of par- 
tridge tail feather, freckled breast 
feather of ginger color in place of 
hackle for legs, two feathers of mal- 
lard breast for wings. Red brown 
twist silk for ribbing. Hook long in 
shank and light in  build. 

Directzons.-First t ie o n  the  
hook to a loop of gut; fasten off, 
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A classical English, dry-fly pattern, 
one suggested t o  Keene by 
h'. B .  Mnrsto~z (see text). Note  the 
harp's m r  body. Directions for tying 
this particular fly appeared in  the  
August 15, IX85, i.ssue of the  
American Angler (?to/. 8, no. 7). 

having previously whipped in the 
three whisks (A fig. 25) Now take a 
piece of nice clean yellow straw and 
soak it  a few minutes  i n  warm 
water to soften it, then without  
splitting it carefully pare it with a 
sharp knife at each end till it tapers 
nicely and slip it over the loop of 
gut and if possible d o  this without 
splitting it. Then  with some red 
brown silk waxed with the color- 
less wax attach it firmly by several 
turns opposi te  the point  of the 
hook and wind the silk spirally, as 
shown at B fig. 25 u p  to the loop. 
Secure this end of the straw neatly. 
as shown, and the body is finished. 
Now take the breast feather and  
adjust it (fig. 26). as you have pre- 
viously done  i n  the case of the 
hackle fly and you are ready for the 
wings. 

T h e  wings are formed from the 
breast feather of the mallard (wild 
duck) anti fig. 27 gives a fair idea of 
the particular feather most suited 
to the purpose. 'Take it and rip it in 
about  half a n d  d o  the same by 
another for the other side. As this 
fly is intended to float it is advisa- 
ble to fix the feathers with the con- 
cave side tu rn ing  outwards, but 
care must be taken that this concav- 



Keene's method of ty ing "laid on" 
wings ,  from t h ~  American Field (vol.  
27, no. 18). Keene did all the  artwork 
for his many articles and books. 

ity is not too great or a very ugly 
appearance is produced. The ap- 
pearance of this fly when finished 
is shown at fig. 28. This particular 
dressing is thus described: 

Green Drake or May Fly-Body. 
-Wheaten straw ribbed with red 
brown silk. 

Legs.-Freckled breast feather of 
ginger color. 

Tail.-Three strands from par- 
tridge tail feather. 

Wing,s.-Breast feathers of mal- 
lard. 

In the fifth installment Keene stresses 
that he wants "the tyro to specially 
understand" how gut, extended-bodied, 
or detached-bodied, flies are made. To my 
knowledge, this is the second instance 
directions for tying this type of fly have 
been given in an American publication. 
Extended-bodied flies first made their 
appearance in American angling litera- 
ture in an extensive footnote found in 
George Washington Bethune's edition of 
Walton's C o m p l e t ~  Ang ler  (1847).6 In 
this same installment Keene also supplies 
instructions for tying the "classical" dry 
fly. A pattern suggested by R. B. Marston, 
editor of the British F z ~ h z n g  Gazette, was 
used as an example (see illustration). A 
second series on fly-tying, in four install- 
ments, commenced in the September 12, 
1885, issue of the A n g l ~ r .  This time the 
subject matter dealt with methods for 
tying salmon and bass flies. Most of the 
material from these two series was gath- 
ered together and, after minor changes 
and additions, published in book form in 
1887 as F l y - F ~ s h ~ n g  and Fly-Makzng. 
Keene was a frequent contributor to the 
Angler in 1886, but there is nothing of a 
particularly new or innovative n a t ~ r e . ~  
In 1887, in the Amerzcan Fzeld, he pub- 
lished another series on fly-tying. The  
dateline for all these articles gives Man- 
chester, Vermont. By this time Keene had 
associated himself with Charles F. Orvis 
and was f ishing his  dry flies on  the 
Battenkill-or as the Indians called it, the 

Ondawa (see Part I of this series). For a 
few years, Orvis sold Keene's salmon flies 
and his exact imitation flies. The series 
was a much-expanded version of his 
Angler contributions. In addition to des- 
cribing the most original and unique fly 
patterns yet to come down the pike, he 
loudly and clearly articulated his philo- 
sophy of exact imitation. 

Of course I do not claim originality 
in this exact imitation theory, but I 
do claim that in its practice I am 
the first to assert it with no uncer- 
tain sound and to accomplish it 
with certain success-by means of 
new materials and new methods of 
using old materiakR 

The series began in the March 19, 1887, 
issue of the American Field and ended 
with the June 18 issue. There were ten 
parts and, my goodness, some of the 
material was extraordinary! After berat- 
ing  Cholmondeley Pennell ( a  well- 
known British angling writer) for repu- 
diating the theory of exact imitation 
(Part I), giving the last word on fly-tying 
tools and materials (Parts I1 and 111) and 
directions for tying classic fly patterns 
(Parts IV to VI), new ground is broken 
with his installmerlts on the making of 
exact-imitation flies (Parts VII and VIII). 
Finally, here is what we mentioned ear- 
lier: "no-hackle," extended-bodied dry 
flies, terrestrial patterns for beetles and 
house flies (to be fished dry!), cork-bodied 
dry flies, double-insect flies, a keel-type 
fly, a reversed fly, a detachable, or inter- 
changeable, body fly, and a new type of 
wing material for both wet and dry flies. 
All of the above are usually considered 
developments of the 1960s and 1970s. But 
by 1887, Keene had said it all! His beetle 
imitations were tied with jungle-cock 
feathers in a manner similar to that 
espoused by Marinaro in the late 1950s. 
His exact-imitation, no-hackle dry flies 
predate Swisher and Richards by almost 
eighty-five years, and his double-insect 
creations predate Bovino's copulating 
spinner pattern by almost ninety-five 
yearsg The new wing material deserves 
further mention. Keene described it first 
in his book, Fishing Tackle, Its Materials 
and Manufacture, published simultane- 
ously in London and New York in 1886. 
He describes the material again in Part 
VII of his series as apparently being very 
pliable and easily dyed, and we include it 
here. 

Now this material is no longer a 
secret and simply consists in the 
membrane which invests the scales 
of certain fishes. It is emphatically 
not the scale itself-but the mem- 
brane whose connection with the 
horny and calcareous part of the 
scale has been dissolved. I thus 
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Various Japanese flies. Keene refer.7 t o  
the.7~ as "curiou.s pieces of Japanese 
dexterity" i n  the May 14,1887, 
American Field (vol .  27, no. 20). 
Keene admired the  fine grade of 
hackle and gut  employed in  the tying 
of these flies. 

freely make this public statement 
for the reason which follows. 

A year or two ago a Mr. Mackee 
of Bohally Petlochy, Scotland, 
brought out and patented a Pike 
scale winged fly which simply con- 
sisted of the small cycloid scales 
from the belly of a pikeas they were 
without radical alteration. Mr. 
Mackee did not attempt to color 
these scales, and the testimonials to 
the efficiencv of the ordinarv flies 
with "pike scale" wings came in 
very generously-from one quarter 
at least. They were beautifully tied, 
but the fault of the wings was a 
radical one. The horny and calcare- 
ous matter of the scale being pres- 
ent prevented them being more 
flexible than quill in thewater, and 
the consequence was a very large 
percentage of fish were missed in 
striking. The fish, feeling the hard 
wing, blew out the fly instanter. If 
this was not the case with hard 
material, even quil l  and whale- 
bone would be exceedingly useful 
for wings. And there was another 
obiection: after the flies had been in 
use a little time the wing, from lack 
of flexibility, broke off. 

My discovery has been confound- 
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Although mostly British patterm, these flies, tied by Keene, are labeled as i- 
brook-trout flies. From Guns, Ammunition, And Tackle (1904) - 8 

( 



Bass and lake-trout flies tied by Keene. Fly no. 2 is the Cheney-designed by the well-known 
nineteenth-century angling authority A. Nelson Cheney. Fly no. 1 is the Moisic (Moisie) Grub. 
The fly was first tied by Henry Parkhurst Wells in 1887. Wells authored Fly Rods and Fly Tackle 
(1885), the American Salmon Fisherman (1886), and City Boys in the Woods (1889). The first time 
Wells used the fly (on the Moisie) he caught four salmon ranging from 21 to3l'mpounds. From Guns, 
Ammunition, and Tackle (1904) 



Keene used the inner membrane of 
fish sca1e.r for tying his .scale-winged 
flies (see text). As the illu.stration 
indicates, the area marked A i.s 
removed first; areas marked B are 
then cut out; and the remaining 
material is folded and then applied to 
the hook. T h e  second wing is applied 
in thesame fa.shion. T h e  conzplcted 
fly i.r illustrated (bottom). Both 
illustrations are from Fly-Fishing 
and Fly-Making (1898). 

ed with this "pike scale," and  
hence the above explanation. 

But to resume. Take a piece of 
material (particulars for its prepa- 
ration may be found in my book 
"Fishing Tackle, its Materials and 
Manufacture" (Ward, Lock & Go., 
31 Bond St., New York) and fold it 
in two. Then cut out the two wings 
from it and adjust them as in fig. 
33, and your exact imitation of an 
up-winged fly is made, with the 
exception of bending the legs into a 
natural shape, which is easily done 
with the pincers. 

Beside its extremely natural  

ENDNOTES: 

1. See T h e  American Fly Fisher (vol. 13, 
no. 1, p. 8) for the first part of this series. 

2. Keene's American Angler articles for 
1885 appeared in the following issues: 
March 28 (vol. 7, no. 13, p. 199); May 16 
(vol. 7, no. 20, p. 306); May 23 (vol. 7, no. 
21, 11. 323); May 30 (vol. 7, no. 22, p. 339); 
July 18 (vol. 8, no. 3, p. 33); July 25 (vol. 8, 
no. 4, p. 51); August 1 (vol. 8, no. 5, 11. 65); 
August 8 (vol. 8, no. 6, p. 83); August 15 
(vol. 8, no. 7, p. 98); Septrmber 12 (vol. 8, 
no. 11, p. 161); September 19 (vol. 8, no. 12, 
p. 177); September 26 (vol. 8, no. 13, p. 193); 
October 3 (vol. 8, no. 14, p. 209); October 10 

...> .," 

Some of Keene's more innouatizte 
creations: an extended-bodied, no- 
hackle fly with a detachable or 
"conz~ertible" body (fig. 50 and fig. 
52); a rez~ersed fly (fig. 54); and a 
double-insect pattern ( f i g  53). T h e  
convertible body was uery ztersatile; 
one could imitate a plethora of 
insects merely by interchanging thc 
head or the tail o f  the fly. 
Illustrations are from the American 
Field, May 21,1887(uol. 27, no. 21). 

appearance the great excellence of  
the above fly consists in its extreme 
durability. The  ordinary fur and 
feather lure will "rag" to pieces in 
taking one or two fish, but if the 
gut-bodied, scale-winged fly is well 
made it will outlast four or five of 
the ordinary kind, and its cost in 
making is not more than one-third 
greater. Some good fishermen do 
not like the projecting or detached 
body, however, and unless one is 
instant in striking there may be a 
slight detriment existing in its hard 
texture, but in my own experience I 
have not demonstrated this to be a 

Scale-w ing, "exact imitation" stonefl) 
pattern (bottom). See the American 
Field, May 14,1887 (uol. 27, no. 20). 

(vol. 8, no. 15, p. 227); October 17 (vol. 8, 
no. 16, p. 241); October 24 (vol. 8, no. 17, p. 
260); November 14 (vol. 8, no. 20, p. 305); 
November 22 (vol. 8, no. 22, p. 340); 
December 12 (vol. 8, no. 24, p. ,371); 
December 26 (vol. 8, no. 26, p. 402). I was 
unable to peruse a complete set of 1887 
American Field magazines; those of Keene's 
contributions that I found follow: March 19 
(vol. 27, no. 12, p. 270); March 26 (vol. 27, 
no. 13, p. 293); April 2 (vol. 27, no. 14, p. 
316); April 9 (vol. 27, no. 15, p. 342); April 
16 (vol. 27, no. 16, p. 365); April 30 (vol. 27, 
no. 18, p. 422); May 14 (vol. 27, no. 20, p. 
476); May 21 (vol. 27, no. 21, p. 500); May 
28 (vol. 27, no. 22, p. 526); June 18 (vol. 27, 
no. 25, p. 598). 

fact. The  wing, though compara- 
tively stiff and quill-like, when dry 
becomes pliable beyond belief 
immediately it is in use, owing to 
instantaneous absorption of water, 
and thus is exceedingly fly-like in 
texture. T h e  body of the fly ran of 
course be tied on the shank of the 
hook entirely, but there is some sac- 
rifice of imitative nicety, andon the 
whole I prefer the fly to be made as I 
have directed. 

And more still! In the second (1891) 
and third (1898) editions of Fly-Fishing 
and Fly-Making, a lot of new material 

3. In addition to Fly-Fishing nnd Fly- 
Making (1887), Keene published the 
following books: T h e  Practical Fisherman 
(1881); Fishing Tackle, Its Materials and 
Mnnufaclure (1886); T h e  Boys Ouln Guidr 
lo Fishing, Tackle-Making and Fishbrerding 
(1894); T h e  Mystery of I-lnndwriling (1896); 
and H o u ~  lo  Make and Set Traps (1900). 

4. Paul Schullery recently apprised me 
that Richard Brookes, author of the Art of 
Angling (1740), spent some time in this 
country prior to 1762. 

5. Austin Hogan was cognizant of Keene's 
series, "How to Make Trout Flies" (see 
Amrrican Sporting Prriodica1.i of Angling 
Intrrest, 1973, by Austin Hogan), but 
evidently he was unaware ot Keene's explicit 



l'arious terrestrial pat1ern.s (front t o p  
to bottonz): beetle; house fly; J u n e  
bug; black ant w i th  sralr-z~1in.q.s; and 
a .scale-w inged T h e  first 
troo illustrations nrr from the  May 14, 
1887, issue of the  American Field ( ~ 0 1 .  
27, no. 20); the  rrmaindrr are from 
Fly-Fishing ancl Fly-Making(lB9X). 
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was added. Seven additional pages on  dry 
flies were included: quill-bodied dry flies 
(perhaps we should call this a "Quill  
Keene"), what appears to be a floating 
grasshopper, a n d  yes, even a floating 
spinner-pattern, among others. Both the 
second and third editions of Fly-Fishing 
a n d  F l y - M a k i n g  were  p u b l i s h e d  by 

A spinner pattern desiiqned to  br 
fished as a dry fly. T h e  body is made 
of dried husks  of Indian corn. See Fly- 
Fishing and Fly-Making(l898). 

Forest and Stream Publishing Company. 
Keene touted his book in his many arti- 
cles, and it was advertised extensively in 
Forrst and Stream. T h u s  it must have 
been well known to the American sport- 
ing  public. Finally, his chapter on  the 
ar t i f ic ial  fly tha t  appeared  i n  G u n s ,  
Ammunz t zo t t  and Tackla (1904), men- 
tioned earlier, gives detailed description 
of dry-fly fishing methods. Keep in mind 
too that Theodore Gordon, who flour- 
ished circa 1890 to 1915, was beginning to 
champion dry flies o n  American waters 
(albeit a major portion of his proclama- 
tions and pronouncements appeared in 
t h e  Bri t ish F i s h i n g  G a z e t t r ) .  Yet the  
impact of all this on  most American fly 
fishermen was scarcely felt, and the con- 
tributions of both men languished, lost 
in the dust and shuffle of time. Drv-flv , , 
fishing was not to become a universal 
f ishing technique o n  this side of the 
Atlantic until just before and during the 
1920s. Gordon was discovered and sancti- 
fied by John  McDonald i n  1947 with the 
publication of his book, the Complete 

A jointed-body, .scale-zuiiaged dry fly 
from Fly-Fishing and Fly-Making 
(1898) 

Fly Fisherntan, the  Notes and Letters of 
Theodore Gordon. Here Gordon is lion- 
ized as the American counterpart to Bri- 
t a in ' s  legendary Hal ford .  As t o  why 
Keene has never bcen fully recognized by 
angl ing  historians for his remarkable 
contributions to American angling, the 
answer is q u i t e  simple-nobody ever 
took the time to look! His books and the 
periodicals con ta in ing  his articles are 
now qui te  rare; our  man Keene, the first 
to codify dry-fly fishing for American 
anglers, was vasily overlooked. 

It's a n  int'rrsting exercise to peruse the 
covers of Dick Surette's Fly Tyer  maga- 
zine, in business since 1978. Not surpris- 
ingly, many of the color cover-photo- 
<graphs ofabsolutely thelatest in  so-called 
new and innovative fly patterns are sim- 
ilar, if not identical, to the "exact imita- 
tions" tied by Keene nearly a century 
earlier. Ironically, Keene oncequoted the 
noted French statesman Charles Talley- 
rand as having said, "Nothing is new but 
that which is forgotton." And so it goes. 

So next June, when you step out of the 
Battenkill after that  evening hatch of 
Ephrmrra uaria, take a look upstream. 
Perhaps you'll  see the shadowy figure 
with the well-trimmed mustache and the 
twinkle in his eye-casting effortlessly at 
the head of the next pool-the spirit of a n  
Englishman who has returned to cast his 
flies on  the Ondawa, seeking the recogni- 
tion due him. 5 

mention of dry-fly fishing forltttl in "The 
Inner Nature of Fishes." 

6. See "Origins" by Austin Hogan (Fly 
Tyrr, 1978, vol. I, no. 1, 1). 4). 

7. These articlrs may bt, fountl in the 
following issues of thr Amrrirnn An,glrr for 
1886: January 23 (vol. 9. no. 4, 11. 49); 
January 30 (vol. 9, no. 5, p. 69); February 6 
(vol. 9, no. 6, p. 81); March 13 (vol. 9, no. 
11, p. 161); March 20 (vol. 9, no. 12, p. 183); 
May 22 (vol. 9, no. 21, 1,. 328); June 19 (vol. 
9, no. 25, p. 388); June 26 (vol. 9, no. 26, p. 
402); July 3 (vol. 10, no. 1, p. 3); July 17 
(vol. 10, no. 3, p. 35); July S1 (vol. 10, no. 5, 
p. 69); Au.gust 7 (vol. 10, no. 6, 1). 83 and p. 
86); August 21 (vol. 10. no. 8, p. 117); 
September 4 (vol. 10, no. 10. p. 150); 

Ortober 23 (vol. 10, no. 17, 1,. 258 and p. 
260); Octol)er 30 (vol. 10. no. 18, p. 277). 

8. Tlrr Amrrirn?~ Firld, May 14, 1887 (vol. 
27, no. 20, 1). 476). St8e note 2 for a complete 
listing of Ktme's 1887 Antrricnn Firld 
al-ticlrs. 

9. Jrraltl Bovino's "Srx Fly" appears on 
the cover of Fly Tyrr (1981, vol. 4, no. 2). 

10. I am greatly indebted to the following 
individuals, without whose grnerous help 
this project could not have been completed: 
Mona Beach. Bratt lelmro Retreat, Brattle- 
horo, VT; Lila Bunnell, Winstead, CT, 
Warder Cadbury, Albany, NY; R.J.  W. 
Colrby. Dumfriesshire, Srot.; Diana Digzes, 
Commission of Historical and Architectural 
Preservation. Baltimore, MD; Marie Flagg. 

Bra~tlrhoro Retrc.;~t, Rrattlebo~-o. V7': Rot)ert 
C:. Friedrich. reference librarian, Queens 
Borough Public Library Long Island Div., 
Jantaic;~. NY; C;rtherine Kennedy, librarian, 
Enoclt Pratt Frce Library. Baltimore. MD; 
Lefty Krrh. C:ockeys\.ille. MD; Clara 
Latners, rrferenre librarian, Long Islantl 
Historic;ll Society. BI-ooklyn, NY; Philip 
McWilliams, I.ewiston, ME; Frank Mikesh. 
Orintla. (;A; Duncan Mil-ylers, local stutlies 
lihl.arian, Guildford, En%.; Francis O'Nral. 
referonce librarian, Maryland Historical 
Society, Baltimore. MD; Robert Page, 
Crrrnwich, NY; Judy Rogers, librarian, 
C;rcmwicli Frtae L.ibrary. Greenwich. NY; 
David Rose, Prinreton, NJ; Paul Schullrry, 
Livingston, MT; Henry Siegel, Goshen. CT. 



The Ondawa 
by Charles Hallock 

Frederick M. Halfords's flies for dry-fly fishing. 
The plate is from Mary Orvis Marbury's Favorite Flies (1892). 
The bottom three patterns are tied with scale wings and aresimilar 
to the "exact-imitation.flies" that John Harrangton Keene 
introduced to American anglers in 1887. 

"Ondawa" is the very musical name of 
a delightful trout and mill stream which 
threads the picturesque valley lying 
between the parallel ridges of the Equi- 
nox Mountains in Southern Vermont. It 
i s  the baptismal Indian name, with the 
soft cadence and flowing rythm of the 
current itself, as i t  winds through the 
meadows under the drooping alders; but 
a recent nomenclature has yclept it the 
Battenkill, from the nameof aDutchman 
who once shantied on its banks, and by 
the latter it is best known, and perhaps 
preferred. Yet you and I, good Angler, 
must know it only as the Ondawa, even 
though this recognition be as the simple 
reminiscence of a pleasant dream. I 
would as soon expunge the poetry from 
the primitive vernacular as wipe the sun- 
flecks from the bosom of the glinting 
streams, or the silvery fleeces from the 
blue concave of the sky; for this wildwood 
poetry is the audible expression of nature 
in her serener moods, which we should be 
thankful is not always voiced in thunder 
and the earthquake; for in the archaic 
epochs this weird region of trap and 
granite was racked with throes, in com- 
parison with which the whilom convul- 
sion in New Zealand was a lullaby, and 
the local derangement at Charleston a 
passing twinge. There are few grander 
evidences of primordial tumult  than 
those found in  these ranges of the Equi- 
nox. But such disturbances seem alto- 
gether of the past never to recur again. 
Between the massive mountain ridges, 
which hem the valley in, there reposes a 
bucolic land which the tired denizens of 
cities have selected as a place of summer 
rest, where intrusion cannot come. Pre- 
valent as misgivings may be with regard 
to those periods termed equinoctial, with 
some uncertainty as to their phenomenal 
outcome, they need not apply to that par- 
ticular section of which the town of 
Manchester is the center, for it is certainly 
beyond the influence of any enthusement 
greater than tennis or the res gestae of 
tactical deportment. If we are to draw the 
"line" let it be at the Equator. The pre- 
dicted perturbations of September have 
so far failed to disturb the serenity of the 
summer boarders. They all remain. 

I cannot learn why these mountains are 
called Equinox. Certainly the diurnal 
divisions at this spot are anything but 
equal. The  mountains tower so high, 



from the September 25,1886, issue of the American Angler 

behind and brfore, in long drawn hori- 
zontal lines against the sky, that they Icng- 
then the twilights antl cut the daylight 
short. T h e  morning shadows reluctantly 
withdraw to their feet, whilc thosc of 
t,vening fall athwart the valley two hours 
before the sun would set upon the true 
horizon. They run nearly due north and 
south, these mountains do, and are 2,500 
feet in height, very impressive anti stu- 
pendous, rugged with outcropl)ing Ietlgcs 
of marble and granitc, and sca~necl by 
landslides. They ar-e so steel, that a direct 
ascent is very arduous. When thtl sun is 
on the meridian it shines directly u p  the 
main street of Manchcster, lengthwise of 
the valley; but its heat is moclifirtl 11y the 
umbrageous shade of tnal~les and gigan- 
tic elms, some of which measure six feet 
in diameter at the base, while thc glarc of 
its marble sidewalks is tempered by the 
green turf which stretches from the con- 
ventional line of villas to the rarriage- 
way. T h e  well-known Equinox House, 
which for more than thirty years has 
given character and feature to the burgh, 
is conspicuous for its length of facade and 
white Ionic columns, around which trees 
clustt~t. munificently and cast a constant 
shade. There is a church with a spire, 
from whosr belfry is swung occasional 
melody; a town hall, an engine house, a 
livet-y stal~le, and a I~ca~ttifnl rural cernc- 
tery whel-c sojouners take their regula- 
tion promenade. A mile back from the 
town, rtntler the mountains, is an artifi- 
cial p o n d  of n i n e  acres, f o r ~ n r d  a n d  
stocked by the Orvis family for the plea- 
sure of the hotel guests. These arc the 
leading features of the l,l:~cc,, with thc 
mountains omnipresent, prominent and 
pre -eminent .  T h c r c  a rc  two o r  tlircc 
parallel drives, lengthwisr of the valley, 
with occasional transverse wagon roads 
which cross the Ondawa, and the attrac- 
tions lot- t-errcation of this kine1 arc so 
general and aniplr that visitors ketxlj their 
private rarl-iagcs for c o n t a n t  usc~. Scat- 
tcred abo~t t  thcs vicinity arc stock far~ns, 
poultry farms, shec~l)-~.anges, crean~eries 
and quart.ics, and the country wears a 
consl~icuous ail- of industry and respects- 
bility, sl~iced with (-omfortablc cornpc- 
tcncc. I take thr  pains to mention thcsc 
little details, I)rcause, of somr dozens of 
Icttcrs which emanate fr-on1 Manc.hcstet. 
every year, none havc hitherto c.onveyed 
to nlc any dcfinitc idea of its alIpcarancc 

and belongings. 
Goodly trout arc taken from the pretty 

Ondawa in spring and early summer, and 
I dare  say tha t  the  o p l ~ o r t u n i t i e s  s o  
abundantly afforcled for testing the tastes 
ancl temlx,r of these fish enable our old 
acquaintance,  Orvis, to formulate the 
innumerable and cliversr patterns of arti- 
ficial flies for thc tying of which he has 
become so famous. Of course your readers 
all know that the rnake~.of theOrvisrods, 
reels, fly-hooks ancl flies, lives in  Man- 
chester, for his advertisrnlcnt has been 
consp icuous  i n  the  c o l u m n s  of T h r  
A n g l ~ r  from its initial numl~er ,  and I sup- 
pose he may be regardcd as much of a 
fixture there as the Equinox Hotel, antl 
perhaps the mountain itself. It afforded 
me as much surprise as pleasure to look 
through his factory. I confess I had small 
conception of the extent of th' business. 
T h e  machinery of his shop is run by a 
five-horse powel- steam tmgine, and is 
various in its al~l,lications to the sevrral 
articles of an angler's outfit which arc 
therein made. T h e  mechanical precision 
with which the strips of bamboo are there- 
by cut to a taper, and  all the various 
parts of each rod preparecl and adjusted, 
account for their high degree of perfec- 
tion. Grantetl that only the best materials 
arc sclcctc~d, the quality of the manukic- 
tured gootls must be teclinic;~lly unifol-rn 
-as much so as guns and watches which 
arc m:tdr by machinet-y. Formerly this 
kind of work was a sl>cciz~lty in which he 
only coulcl cxccll who had a natut-al apti- 
tude and genius, so that it was almost 
impossible to make a bamboo rod cqual 
to even a meclium rod of wood. For this 
good reason Leonard long  heltl a de- 
served prc-eminence.  Now there a re  
many rods of many makers, all good, and 
excelling in competition only where s11t.- 
cia1 materials, methods ancl devices are 
employed, which are kept trade secrets. In 
the  fly d r l ~ a r t m e n t  several ladies a re  
employed. I know not how many distinct 
~ ~ a t t r r n s  are listed, but I find n o  less than 
149 inclutlc~tl in the exquisite rolorcd 
plates of the Chency-Orvis collection, 
while the trade catalog shows 210 trout 
flies, 107 lake trout flics, 49 black bass 
flies, and 24 salrr~on flics, to say nothing 
of miscellaneous specimens of all kinds 
of creaturc,s, winged, hopping and creel,- 
ing. T h e  varicty of materials which cntcr 
into thc* comlmsition of thrsc imitations 

ant1 nondcscri l~ts  is m~irvelous to con- 
tcrnplate-the tinscl, floss, feathers, fur 
and hacklcs, both domestic- and importctl 
-while the number and  aggrcgatc of 
lures which arc incontinently crowded 
into the repertory o l  thc latter clay angler, 
are enough to al)l,al a man of deficitwt 
mernory and limited str;~tcgical ~,owers. 
An angler of the old school may well 
despair when the diploma of thc modcrn 
fishing school tlcljends ul)ori such cluali- 
firations as arc involvetl in a thorough 
kno~zledge of these! "I go  a-fishing" in 
thest> tl;~ys iml~lics or includes far more 
than w;rs cvcr contcrnl~latccl by Apostle 
Pctcr or his modern prototype, Prime. I t  
is eminently suggestive of the oltl Rich- 
mond clays of the rebellion when a basket- 
full of money was necessary to a modicum 
of marketing. 

Silk-worm gut, rtpon which artifici:~l 
flies arc ticd antl from which leaders at-e 
made, is an iml~ortant  factor in the cnto- 
mologic:~I laboratory. It is drawn from 
the common C:hincsc silk-worm and scl- 
dom csc.ccds ciglitec~n inches in length, 
on which account from two rosix Icngths 
havc to be spliced or knottc~cl together to 
m:lkc, 1x.01,t3t- Ic~tclers. Th is  gut is c-hiefly 
irnl~ot-tee1 from Franc.c, at 21 large cost. 
Now, tackle rnakcrs arc exl~erimenting 
L I ~ I O I I  srv(>ral Amcricin varieties of the 
s i lk -wor~n  mot 11, whose gt-111,s and co- 
coons arch Inany times larger than thech i -  
ncsc. to sccs i f  they cannot obtain sornc- 
thing c.hral,er ;tntl of grc:ttcr letigth. I 
have seen one variety of worm whosr gut 
wits tlt.:twn to a length of seven fect, I ~ u t  i t  
lac-ks stt.cngt11. I belicvc~ I arn right in 
saying that stt-rngth is the only dcsitlcra- 
tun1 which remains to 1)c sul,l,lied and I 
h o l x  rhr indcfat igable expcrimcntcr may 
bc able to cliscovcr some kintl of pl;~nt 
food fot- the worms which will toughen 
the silken fillre. I.itcrally, this gut of the 
m d e  is raw silk in ;I solvent or viscous 
statc. When a worm is r i lx  and reatly to 
spin his cocoon the ends of two tht-cads 
are scen to protru(lc from his tnoutli. T h e  
manufacturer breaks off the head of this 
worm and cxtracts fr-om his body a convo- 
Ittted Ixig, like the animal intcstinccallccl 
"colon"; thcn taking each end in the fin- 
gers of e:ich hand he dri~ws i t  to its gl-GI- 
test t luctility, anel then places it in  
vi~icgar to liartl(w. I t  hits a very thin mern- 
11t.at~orts co:tting whic.11 being removed 
leaves the str:~nd 11urc white. # 



Rig\,/: B ~ I L P  1)toz.s (SZ~II~TIZ(I,~OO.F) and 
.spinnrr.s (i711ngor.s). Dry-fly 
imitntions froit1 Frr(1rric.k A'l. 
flnlford' .~ Dry-Fly Fishing in .l'hcot-y 
and Prac.t ic.c (12(~ndo~1, 1889). 
Hnlford 's hooks 71IPY(' lllr f ITS& nril  i.511 
nnglinq boot~s lo drnl rxc11t.si~~~ly nnd 
explicit ly 7uitl1 dr?j-fly fi.sllin,g. 

For rigltt: British dry f1io.s tior1 h31 
Grorgr  Ilollnnd. A 11nnd-c.olorc~i 
plnlr from l11r Book of th(8 Dry Fly 
(Londo~r,  1897) by Briti.slr nnglrr 
Gror,qr A. B. Ilrrc~nr. By lllr lint(> 
Dr~onr  hrcd p1~11li.sl1~~d t11i.s roork, 
dry-fly fislring 11nd sprrn(1 froti7 
H n n z t ~ . s l ~ i r ~  chalk .sfrmnl.s (r.g..  
t11r Trsl nnd tllr I lc l t r r~)  lo r~irlltnlly 
all  nrrn.s of E ? ~ g l a ~ t d .  

Dry-Fly 
Fishing 
by R. B. Marston 

111 1,s t~ir( . r ,  70r I I N ~ T  di,s(.o71~r~d .sn~rrnl 
rrfrrr~lces to flonlirlg flies prior to 1885. 
C11nrles Or7li.s 7ocr.c ndrlc,rli.si~~,q ' "07-k  
11ody floofin,q" f1ir.c ill ~ I I P  Arneric.a~l 
Angler ~ I I  1881. AII nrticlc froni 111r 
Brili.slr 1;islling C;a/rttc> 0 7 1  fi.slli?i,q zc~tllr 
dry f1ir.s 7tlO.S ~ ~ ~ t l ) / i . s / ~ r ( /  171 //I(, 
Americ.;111 A~lglcr it1 1883 (7~11. 6.  ?lo. 
17). nnd in 18x3 Ornn ,q~  ,Jlirld Co. (NPZO 
York) i.s.s1rrrl nn ilrnrric.nrl ~rlilio?t of 
Ilrn~iti F o ~ t ~ r ' . s  Sci(~~itifi(.  A~tglc'r, n 
Brili.sh 70ork 111a1 nl.so I /B. \ ( .~IIIP~ fi.sl~in,g 
roillt flonti1t.q f1ir.c. 

of t h r  dntr. I V i l l ~ n n ~  C. Ilnrrrs 
r r p r ~ n l r d  lltr p l r ( r  171 lhrJunr27,  
1885, ZSSZLC of ttlr Americnn An- 
qler (7101. 7, no. 26, P .  404). To 

olar kno7111rdgr, 11 I F  tllr srcond r ~ ~ ~ 1 1 r z t  
rtlrnlzon of dry-fly flstrlnq 111 n71 Antrri- 
rnn n11qltnq ~ ~ z ~ B / i ( n l ~ o t ~  (Krrnr nlrn11o?1- 
rrl I /  f~rct).* II'r ctrr lold by Mnrclon horcl 
lo ct)l/rr ozo llnr lo  llrp lmdrt ,  hoztl lo 
rnnkr fhr  11np flont ( ~ I S I T I ~  drrrfnt),  11071~ 
lo niininzzzr dmg, IZO~LJ to "F/200~" ~ I I C  
Itnr, 110711 to f1\11 n dry-fly boll1 up\lrrnn? 
(171(1 rloronstrrnnz, nnd haul to flslr t h r  
zctnlrr. MJi111 tltr r~( r t11  1071 of nylon lmd- 
rT\ rind r t ~ o d r r ? ~ ,  jlonllng f l y h n r ~ ,  dry-fly 
f t \ l ~ l n q  todny diffrrc llttlr from 111nl drc- 
trtbrd lo nnqlrrc in "llry-Fly F I F I I I ? ~ ~ "  
? ~ L O Y P  tlinn n trnlury nqo! 

Wr favor our  fly-cast ing readcrs with a 
dcsc.ril)tion of this style of fishing in thc 
c.oltrrnrls of thr  Fi.rhirlg Gnzrftr ;inti writ- 
~ V I I  I)y its Editor, Mr. Marston, who says: 

"M;my readcrs of the Gnzrltr have from 
time to timr asked for particul;lrs of this 
style of fishing; so I 1)rolmse to givr ;I few 
hints fl-orn my obrn expericnc-c, in thr  
liol)e that othcrs miry tlo the s;crnc ;inti 
srrl)l~lcmcnt or correct my notrs. 

"It is cluitc a mist;tkc to irn:~ginc.. 21s 
solnc* a n g l t w  tlo, that this lasci~i ;~t i r ig  
stylr of prcscmting the fly to the. fish is 
only uscfr~l  on  our  Sorrthern strc;tms 
1)rc;tusc it is chiefly ~)lacticctl on  thrm. I 
have found it ;~~lswcrs  cqually wc.11 o n  
s11c.h streams ;IS I hc. Dove, Wye, Yore, Kycl, 
<:oclr~ct, Edcrl ;ultl other Nol-th(.ountry 
stl.c,;lms: in f;lc-t, o n  any water whore. you 

sec th'fish frrtlingstcadily on thcnatural 
fly floating down on  the srrrfacc the dry 
fly will do its work. 

"?'hr rot1 should he stiff and light. I 
have noticeti  tha t  nearly a l l  clry f l y -  
fishermen illvariably use stiff rods; in  
fact, they crl- on  the sitlt, of over-stiffness 
in some msrs, and give thcsir wrist far 
harder work than is at all necessary. A 
tapered reel linr, to which a tapered gut 
has brcn spliced, is what I prefer. I can 
strongly recommend anglrrs to adopt the 
plan of splicing a length of stoutish gut 
to the rrcl line, and fastening the cast to 
this with the' ordinary watcrknot. T h e  
line casts I,cttcr, and if you want to wind 
u p  very short the splice 1,;lssrs through 
the rings easily. Another  atlvantage is 
that if it is windy there is n o  knot for your 
fly to catch in. As you want your reel line 
to float so as not to drown the fly, procure 
a bit of rcd tletar's fat and rut, i t  on well to 
thc last thirty o r  forty yartlsofyour line; a 
pic,cc thc sin, of a big I)ca hetween a bit of 
washlcathc~r will be arnplc for one dress- 
ing. Not only does this siml,le plan make 
the l ine float wonderfully, hrrt it also 
makes it cast bctter ant1 run through thc 
rings 1nor.r easily. I havr askrd Mr. Wm. 
Mudford, of Tivcrton, to procxrre some of 
this fat, and he has promiscd to d o  so; 
douhtlcss, in the season, ; r r ~ y  of the gamcb 
dealers who sc.11 venison coultl supply it. 

- A ~ .  ,I I . ulr,  one fly only is rrsrtl, though 
it is jrrst ;IS rasy to make two or three float 
as one. Almost any fly can I I ~  made to 
float; 1)11t the I~cst for thr  purpose arc. 
thosr wit I1 di\ricled upright  wings, hr- 
causc. they sit morenatrrr;rlly on  thrwatrr  
and dry ~ i l o r r  quickly. I ir~finitely prefer 
flies tlrc~ssc~cl on  eyed-hooks, I~ccause you 



can select your own gut and altel- it in a 
moment; because they stand the rather 
t ry ing  d r y i n g  process far better; a n d  
because the nuisance of a ki l l ing fly 
becoming useless because the gut at the 
head is cracked is entirely obviated. 

"Having fastened your fly on,  the next 
thing to d o  is to look for a rising fish, 
then get below him, andgradually let out 
enough line to enable you to drop the fly 
from one to two feet above him. If he is 
rising under your own bank, you have 
only to move your rod point slowly back 
so as not to pull on  the line at all (if 
necessary, draw in a little line with the 
left hand), and the fly will come sailing 
over him like a natural insect. If he rises, 
strike rather sharply down stream soas to 
pick u p  the slack line as quickly as possi- 
ble; if he refuses, let the fly float on for a 
few feet, then recover the line, and dry the 
fly preparatory to another cast. T o  dry the 
fly, you make half a dozen or so casts in 
the air without allowing the fly to t o ~ ~ c h  
the water; this flicks all the water out of i t ,  
and then you carefully drop it over him 
again. T h e  first cast is the most deadly by 
far; but as long as the fish goes on rising 
you may get him to come at you. If it is a 
good fish, try a change of fly. If the fish is 
r i s ing  u n d e r  the  oppos i te  hank ,  cast 
obliquely u p  to him, and take care to use 
more line than is actually necessary to 
cover him-i.~..  instead of fullv extend- 
ing your rod towards the fish, check i t  
when the fly settles a foot above thc fish, 
and then extend the rod towards the fly, 
holding it low down and a littlc down 
stream. By doing this you neutralize the 
action of thc stream to a c o ~ ~ s i d e r a b l e  
extent, as the pull does not come on  the 
fly until it has passed the critical spot. If 
you cast a fully extended straight line 
across a stream, the fly begins to drag 
almost instantly, and any drag is fatal 
(not to the fish) unless the fish are very 
green indeed,  w h e n  they wil l  o f t e n  
enough bulge our from the side at a drag- 
ging fly; then strike when you see the 
wave caused by the fish begin to subside. 
Chub  and dace seem to prefer a fly which 
(hags a little, especially when they are 
lying close in to the side on  a shallow. In  
all cases when you can d o  so cast straight 
u p  to your fish. It often happens that you 
see a fish rising I~elow you under your 
own bank, and theonly way to reach him, 
on account of trees, grass, rtc., is by a 
down stream cast. T o  put a dry f l y  over a 
fish by casting down strrarn is not a diffi- 
cult matter. Get your distance by letting 
out line whil? you are making false casts 
in the air; then, when you judge you have 
enough line out to reach him, draw off 
another foot or two, makr the cast so that 
the fly falls a foot above the fish, chcck thc 
rod when the fly touchrs the water and 
before you have extended the rot1 fully, 
then drop the point and stretch the rod 

out  towards the fish. In this way you get 
sufficient slack line to allow the fly to 
float without restraint over the fish. If hc. 
refuses you must draw the fly back very 
s l o ~ ~ l y  for a yard or two before lifting it 
from the water, or you will startle the fish 
and effectually "put him down." 

"If a fish is rising under the opposite 
bank on  a broad piece of water d o  not 
make each falsecast todry the f l y  with the 
full line, as it tries the rods ~lnnecessarily, 
and  often scares the fish. In  thc first 
instance, to reach him, gradually let out 
line as you cast backwards and forwards 
in the air. If he refuses, draw down with 
the left handa  yardor twoof line through 
the rings before you begin to dry the fly, 
then gradually let it out as before. In this 
way your line is gradually lengthening 
while the fly is drying, and there is n o  
strain of pulling the line from the watcl-. 
T h i s  plan is very useful when you want to 
make an extra long cast; you cast towards 
the fish with as much line as you can 
c o m m a n d ,  a n d  have a l i t t le  slack i n  
reserve held between the rod and thr  right 
hand. Before the impetr~s on thr  linc 

given by the forward motion is ex- 
hausted, you release the linc., and the 
slack is drawn out by the weight of the 
advancing line, which would otherwise 
11r cllcckrd and kill short. It is iml>ossiblc 
to make an extentled cast of this kind 
unless your reel linc hassufficient weight 
and your rod is stiff enough to carry it. 
T h e  line being taper, and the thick part, 
metaphorically speaking, miles away 
from the fish, there is n o  practical objec- 
tion to a heavy line, and its advantages 
are uncluestionable. 

"One of the great advantages of dry-fly 
fishing is that the lure, being on the sur- 
face and not under it, the fish do not 
tletect its artificial natur-e nearly soeasily; 
consequently, with practice, you ran kill 
rising fish on still pools in bright water 
when the wet-fly fisher would pass on to 
the next stream. I frequently use a dry f l y  
in rapid, almost bl-okcn water over a ris- 
ing fish; anti if hewon't take it dry there is 
n o  clifficr~lty about trying it wet-and I 
t-crtainly do not go the length of somo 
dry-flyers, who, if they c-annot find a ris- 
ing fish, don't lish at all. # 



Four Hundred and 
Fifty Years Later: 
Basurto's Aragon 
Today 
by George Beall 

What 1,art of the worlcl has escapetl 
change sir~c.c 1540? None, I think I can 
safely say; a t~ovc all, c.csrtainly n o  Erlro- 
1x311 country. Altholcgh R;isurto7s "El 
Trat;itlico tlc 1;i 1'csc.a" (set* thv Anzeric.n?~ 
Fly Fi.rhc,r. vol. 1 1 ,  no. 3)  (1ot.s not n;rmc. 
any of th(- \L~;IICI.S h(3 fisIic(1 ( ~ ( . e ~ ) t  for 111(' 
"c.astc~rn sea" (the Metlitc.rranc:un), v c ~ y  
likcly thtsy wcbre in close proxiniity to his 
horn(, in  %;~ragoza.  Prox imi ty  was ;I 

pr ime consideration in those days of 
travel by foot, horseback, river barge, or 
springless carriage! There are many riv- 
c5rs w i t h i n  a hundred-mi le  ra t l i r~s  of 
%;u.agoza: big ones like the Aragon, the 
Gillcgo, the Segrc, and the Cinc-;~, all 
tl(nsc.ctnding from t he Pyrenees; thcs Jzrlhn 
ant1 a host of lcsser waters joining the 
Elm) from the south; and the headwaters 
of thc westward-flowing Duero (now 
Douro) and Tajo (now Tagus) in Old 
Castilla. T h e  G511ego a n d  JalAn were 
closest to home and must have rc.ceived 
B;ts~rrto often; the CLIIrgo today is so cut 
u p  I)y hydroelectric dams that the only 
trout fishing left is in the high hcadwat- 
tsrs. I visited the Rio  Pridra, a tribut;lry of 
the Ja l6n ,  a few years ago; it is a narrow 
wcsetl-choked stream flowing through 
markrt gardens. T h e  Jal6n itself is lost in 
thc tumrllt of nearby railway and high- 
way traffic, pouncling night  and  day 
1,ctwecn Madrid and Barcelona via Zara- 
goz;1. 

Only two of the Pyrenean rivcrs in  
Sp;iin have escaped the dam-builclrrs: the 
Salazar and the Esra, both tributaries of 
the Aragon. T h e  Aragon has only one 
(lam and that for irrigation, not for cslrc- 
tricity, a big difference as we shall sce. I 
~xrso1~11Iy favor thrsc free-flowing rivers, 
I1cnc.e I know thrm bc~st. T h e R i o  Aragon, 
as far as I can judge, would still l)c recog- 
nizaI)le to Rasrlrto. T h e  great oak forcsts, 
whic-11 lined its l);lnks in Basurto's day, 
h;lve long  since dis;lppcared ;lntl have 

I~ecn rcplac.c-d by vineyards ; I I I ( ~  scatteretl 
pine woods. 

T h r  Aragon is typical of the limestonc 
rivers charactrristic of the Pyrcnres, that 
is, fast flowing ancl relatively weedless, 
unlikr tht. limestone rivel-s i r i  the eastern 
Ilnitetl St:~tes, such as the 1,ctort. T h e  
headw;lters are  wild, n;tr~-ow, wooded, 
and fr;llncd by spectacular toweringcliffs 
a n d  ~ ~ i n n a c l e s .  T h r  frw villages arc  
perc.hed on high ground, hildclled around 
a rnassivc. church-fortrcass. O n  my first 
visit to the Aragon in thr~ early 1960s. I 
encountert~l villagers wcaring the tradi- 
tion;ll Aragonese bear-skin jerkin ancl 
leggiligs and I-athcr provincial surround- 
ings. Not today. Hcclio, in the valley of 
the Aragon Suhordsn, now has two good 
hotels, rliscotheqtrc~ ant1 traffic ~>roblems. 
T h e  rivcrs here are small. I,rtwcen thirtv 
and f i f t y  fret wide, consist of a succession 
of fast, brokrn pocket water and deep 
bend ~x)ols ,  and they vcser 1);ic.k and forth 
fro111 one sidc of the valley to thr other. 

.I'hc main Aragon l,cgills at the junc- 
tion of the Subordrin and the Aragon dc 
J a a  ant1 s ~ , e l l s  with the joining of thc 
Esc.;~, Veral, and Salaz;lr. At this point the 



river is 1)t~twec~n seventy-five ant1 one  
hundr-ed fifty fret wide, slio:~ling over 
gravel brtls a n d  forming  l o n g  pools  
against the high banks of all~rvi;~l drpos- 
its. It then flows into the long, narrow 
impoundrnc~nt  of Ycsa, c.rc~;tted in the 
1940s for irt-igation purposes. T h r  out- 
flow is from the bottom of the dam, is 
constant in volume and tcrnlIcxraturcdur- 
ing  periods of normal  rainfall, and is 
rarely roiled by the somctirncs hravy hut 
sporadic rains of the region. .l'hc stretch 
of river below the  dam is a ~)rccious 
resource, and it is fisha1)lc when all the 
other rivers in the area arc high and  
muddy. From Javier-hirth11lac.c of St. 
Francis Xavirr, one of the founders of the 
Society of Jesus (or Jesuits) ant1 a trmtem- 
porary of Baslrrto-thc valley narrows 
between roundetl. vineyard- anti pine- 
covrrccl hills, tlicn opens out ;t t  Sangupsa, 
where thc 1r;lti joins thc /\ragon. This  is 
the threshold of the broad, flat Ebro val- 
ley. T h e  main tributary of thr, Aragon, 
the Irati was once one of the hest trout 
s t reams i n  t h e  Pyrenees-:tntl one  o f  
Hemin.gway's favorites. Today it is cut 
u p  into bits and  pieces by hydroelectric 

d;irns; however, therr are still some gootl 
sc~c,tioris of watcr near Aoiz in thc lower 
valley. T h e  valley 1)rlow S:ulglti.sa is the 
sit(- of c.onsitl(~~-ahlt~ indust~.iali~;ttion. N o  
tloul)t the river affortletl gootl fisl~ing in 
8. . . ,tsrrrto's time; tlicrcs ;II.C> still :I fctv I~.otrt 
;~~.orlntl SanguGsa. 

I first fished thc Aragon in 1961, on thr  
Suhord;rn and Jaca branches. T h c  trout 
were numerous and active, but srn:tll. 
T h r  fly hatches wcreexccllent; but when 
I tlisrovered the Salazar I quickly !)re- 
ferrcad it, as  it held larger  fish a n d  
moreover was an hour nearer my home. 
The, fishermen I occasionally encorrn- 
tert,d were locals who fished with hait- 
worms, stonefly larvae, or caddis larvae- 
a n d  sometimes a rare  "sport" from 
Pamplona or San Sebastihn fished with a 
spinner. Contacts with the local p r o l ~ l e  
were always friendly-a characteristic. of 
thC country people in Spain-and I oftcn 
got worthwhile tips on  where the fishing 
was good. I gathered from their curiosity 
about my tackle and techniques that fly- 
fishing was not a familiar practice in thc 
region (nor for that matter, elsewhrrc in 
Spain at that time, aside from a few rivcrs 

ncar Bill);to antlSantandrr). I.atc.1.. the fly 
w i t h  a "watc%r-1111I)hle" float o n  sp in  
tackle I~ec.;rtne ~ ) o l ~ u l a r ;  this  ant1 thc 
spinner- ~ v e r ( ~  c.o~nrnonly usctl. live bait 
being rc~srrvetl mostly for h i g h  ant1 
c.olorrd w;~ter.  Some years I:~ter, coto.s 
(rrservcs) spreatl to the Pyrt,nc,c,s, ant1 sev- 
cral wcrc, srt 111) o n  the Aragon ant1 tribu- 
taries. O n o  ~.cbsult was 11i:rt more city 
sports 1)t.g;un to fish thrse watc3rs, a phr- 
nomenon ;rlso related to Spain's increas- 
ing prosl~erity. 

T h e  coto (short for ncotndo) is a Span- 
ish fishcries management systc~ni that has 
hcen very sr~c.cc~ssful. In:r~rgur;~trd by 
Franco, a kcen angler, on  the salmon riv- 
ers of Asturias, the system worked so well 
in spreading out the catch, c.onscrving 
and increasing stocks, that it was gradu- 
ally introtluc.c~d a l l  over- the  c.ountry. 
Briefly, it is :I daily fee systtwi for tlesig- 
nated ht*;~ts. 'I'htsrr are fixr~cl rod-and-creel 
l imi t s  ant1 certain restr ic t ions as  to  
angling  noth hot is. Fees rangr from a vety 
modest figurrs for local fishrrmcn on their 
home waters to much highrr costs for 
Spanish nationals, with the, highcst fees 
for foreign anglers. T h c  loc.al fisherrnchn 



also havt. one clay 11cr wc.c,k I-c~scrvctl for 
them alonc. These ~ncasut-es li:~vc proven 
very pol>ulat- among the. loc;~ls as thcy 
henr*fit frotn improvetl f i s h i ~ ~ g  ant1 do not 
have thc~  feel ing that  thcy a rc  be ing  
elbowc~tl off thrir home waters by outsitl- 
ers. In 1985, most salmon co1o.s were some 
fifty dollars pcr day for foreigners, trout 
cotos, tcsn tlollars. Thest, frcs cover thc 
olxrat ing c.osts of tht* Fisheries Service 
(ICONA) ;~n t l  the wartlcn servic.e. There 
is at Icast one wartien per coto or s o n ~ e  
three to eicrht miles of river. You can be 
sure your liccnse ant1 pcrrnit will I)c 
chccketl every day or1 :I r,olo! 

The* Aragon ant1 its t r ih~ t t ;~r i r s  arcs 
noted for theit- ab~rntlant fly life. From 
March to J u n e  thclre arc rnassivr hatc.htts 
of March Browns (Flrptngrrzin sp.) ant1 
Baetids ( B .  rltodn?li, R .  ~ I P ~ T ~ z L . ~ ,  mid B.  
.tcnn7Bz~.s, a m o n g  oth(-rs) ;  t h e  Blue-  
W ingcd Olive appcbars from June  to Sc'p- 
tember; ;~n t l  the summer mayfly ( S i p h -  
lorzurl~s .xp.) hatches in J u n e  and July. 
Stonc.flic,s and  caddis ;Ire, ~>lcn t i fu l  as 
well. 'The coto of Javier ori ttic. Aragon, 
with its stable flow ant1 tcrnlxraturcs, is 
par t i c r~ la r ly  r ich i n  f l y  lifc-to say 

nothing of crayfish, snails, and baitfish. 
*I'hc hatches of an  all-l~ciee cadtlis in Mav 
:uid June  must l)cs swn to bc 1)t~licved. 
'I'hc-y provoke massive rises of the large. 
uout  common in this stretch; thc,sight of 
fo~r r - ,  five-, ;~n t l  six-pounders wolfing 
down these cadtlis a lways causes a n  
attack of buck fiver in me. These I:trgc% 
fish are hard to fool. At the start of this 
c.atltlis season they will readily I)cs takcn 
by a floater, I)ut after a short time they 
sc,rm to he intrrc~stcd only in th r  csmcr- 
ging pupa. I have found thrm almost 
impossible to catch at this tirnr. Another 
ha tch  that  br ings them o n  in carly 
summer is that of the ghost midge founrl 
in the weedy silt hrds along tlccl~cr w;~ter. 
Enormous trout come in closc. to shore 
and cruise around right under your rod 
tip as they slurp down these IIU~>;IC~. 

'The Javier coto c.onsists of open water 
with nurncrous long, broad pools, inter- 
sl~erserl with long  stickles 0vc.r gravel 
l~rtls. Wading is casy, although the* hot- 
tom does get slipl,ery from algal growth 
(luring warm wcatht~r, and so is casting. 
'r'hcs bird life is fascinating: eagles, kites 
:und other raptors, tl~lcks, storks, and- 

among thc smaller 1)irds-thr rcsplcntl- 
cnt I ) c ~ s  ts:~tt~r. I oftel1 c.c;~sc fishing to 
watc.11 thcsc. beautiful I)irds with their 
swallowlikc profile ant1 flight, glicling 
bat-k ant1 forth between I hc, wheatfields 01. 
vincyartls itnd their nc~stholrs built in the 
santly I)luffs that overh;~ng the big bcntls 
in thcs river. 

T h e  trout in theserivcrs are exclusively 
brown trout (Salmo trutta) a wild stock of 
what is callctl the Mediterranean strain. 
'Their color is a pale gray-grcrn grountl, 
spcckletl with tiny I~lootl-red spots. Theil- 
flanks are 1):trred with four or five (lark, 
vertical ~,erchlike stripes or bands. I fintl 
them to l>c strong fighters and superior 
table f;~re. 

Thrsc. Aragonese rivers artx filled with 
harbt>l, many of them reaching double- 
figurr weight. But in spiteof their sport- 
ing clualities, no one seems to bother with 
thrm; hcncc thcy prolifcratr unchecked. I 
worllti gucss that it's their poor eating 
qua l i ty  tha t  makes t h r m  ~ r n p o p u l a r .  
-1'hcy ;Ire a familiar sight to the Pyrenean 
fisherm;~n, as they arc found in all the 
largcr, fast-flowing colclwater rivers of 
the i1rc.a on both sidesof the border. In my 



forty years of tl-out fishing, I have ncvt>r 
seen one rise or take an irisect on thc 
surface. It is possible that barhrl pursue 
caddis pupae in their rapitl ascent to the 
surface, but I have never taken ;I barbel 
while fishing pupa  imitators for- trout. 
T h u s  Basurto's remarks about barbel 
Feeding on  the "little white butterfly" in 
flight o r  o n  the surface leave me per- 
plexed. Did he mistake trout and 6oga for 
barbel? It's easy enough to tlo, especially 
at dusk. During their spawning season 
(May and June) ,  I have often seen harbcl 
suddenly  l e a p i n g  en niassc in  q u i r t  
pools ,  a n  e x h i b i t i o n  that  reascs as 
abruptly as it began. 'The spawner-s are 
busy at this moment chasing each other 
back and forth through theshallow stick- 
les where mating takes place. 

'The weather did not rooperate with my 
recent effort to identify Basurto's little 
white butterfly; strong westerly winds or 
thunderstorms every afternoon I was on  
the Aragon dispt~llecl any hope for an 
evening hatch. In addition the terrible 
cold wave of January 1985 tlelaycd many 
biological  cycles by as  m u c h  as  two 
months. For examplc, wild mushrooms 

wcrc four to six weeks late, ant1 I Iearnctl 
;~fter nly return from thc IJnitcd States in 
October that the only erncrgcncrsof Ol i -  
, q o ? l r z ~ r i ~ l l n  r l l rna , ta  observrd on the 
waters wlicrc they usually oc.clrr in July 
and August took plact, in mitl-Sel~teml~er 
-two m o n t h s  l a t r !  I had  or ig ina l ly  
thought that 0. rllrnartn might he the fly 
Basurto identified as his white buttrrfly, 
but after examining a specimen, I think 
not. Basurto says the body color is yellow, 
while that of 0. rhrnann  is grayish whitc; 
he also states that thrir emergent-c takes 
 lace on "- the large and greater rivers 
and the wide and clcep flat sections -," 
~lhcsrcas 0. rlzrnana emerges from fast, 
bo~~lcler-stucltlcd rivers, usually of modest 
size. P o t a m n n t h u . ~  1utru.s seems a more 
likely candidate, for it has a yellow hotly 
and frequents large, slow-moving rivers. 

Another enigma is Basurto's mention 
of thc "four little horns" (antennae) on 
the butterfly. In  his tlescription of ratch- 
ing these flies (for bait) with a candle, he 
says tha t  they fall  w i t h  their  wings  
"joined with one anothcr [likely s t ~ ~ c k  
together as a result of the heat from the 
candle] at the four horns they have...". I 

Iiavc~ not scrn the original text in Span- 
ish, which may contain the clrle to this 
ptiulr.  .The prc~c'rding q ~ ~ o t a t i o n  puts the 
four- littlc horns together at one endor the 
other of the inscct, that is, four- cerci or 
four antennae. N o  Ephemcroptcran has 
Sour cerci; many ~ t t l d i s  flies have two 
highly visit~le antennae, ;IS well as two 
f .  .111ly ' . obvious labial palps  just l~elow 
thcni, but n o  cacltlis fly I know of fits the 
rest oF Rasurto's clcscription. 

Pr~-haps  tirnc will tell. T h e  wal-den on 
the Javier coto of the Aragon assured me 
that there is awhitc  crepuscular fly on the 
rivcr, but not being an entomologist nor 
:I fly fisher, he couldn ' t  givc me any 
tlctails. It will be fun trying to solve the 
mystery! # 

Horn In Detroit, Mz th lqan ,  ol7d n 
71rtrrnn of s ~ i ( l l  strram\ a\ t h r  A u  Sablr 
an(! tllr Boardman,  Grorqr  Bra11 hat 
rrrldrd In Fran(r  S Z T I ( P  1946 Wllrrl not  
t ra r l l l~ lg  or Z L I ~ I I I ~ Z ~ ,  Ilr fltlles tllr 
strrnm r of z o r s t r r ~ ~  F,z~ropr, Canada, 
and Nr70 Zealand. 



frsred t h ~ o u g h  the I ) ; ~ f f l ~ n g  technltal Ian- system T h ~ s  should ~ n c l u d e  a discuss~on 
guagc of some ~ ) ; ~ t e r ~ t s  w ~ l l  apllreclate of assignments, renewals, patent pendlng 
th15 aspect of hi5 work. Some of  his de- marks, the dur,~tion of patents, a d~fferen- 
s c ~ i l ~ t ~ o n s  get a little out  of  hand, how- tlatlon brtween d e s ~ g n  and mechan~cal 
evcr, such as t h ~ s  one on page 116 of  :in patents. and lnstructlon on how to order 
1892 patent by Alphonso Boardman for coples of I1.S. patents. I n f o r m a t ~ o n  o f  
an antomatlc frecspool clutch. thls natrrrt. 1s lmperatlve for the reader 

w h o  w15hes to  5tudy the oriqinal and  
. .. T h e  main gear, which had a pin comple te  pa tcn t  specif icat ions.  Also, 
on  its outer fare, rotated loosely on although one stated purpose of the book 
a sleeve formed by the h u b  of a disc is to "givc credit to the many unsung 

Antzqur F2chzrzg Reels: Your Illuctrated 
Guzde to Idrrztlfyzng and lindrrstnndzng 
l1.S. Pntrntrd Modrlc Throuqh 1920 
bv Steven K. Vernon. Stackpole Books, 
1985, 192 pages (illustratetl), $1 9.95 

Interest in recl collecting has grown 
tremendously in recent years, yet surpris- 
ingly, there has been nothing published 
that resembles a standartl text for collec- 
tors to turn to for information about their 
hobby. Arztiql~e Fishing Nrr1.s may fall 
short of being this stantlard text in some 
resperts, nevertheless, it is the most thor- 
oughly researched, articul;~tc, and useful 
guide available to the rollrrtor that has 
been published to date. 

T h e  principle topicof Vernon's book is 
a history of the multiplying reel as cle- 
scribed in I1.S. patents through 1920. T h e  
development of val-ious reel features is 
traced in sep;lrate chapters with the fol- 
lowing headings: Brakes, Clicks, Drags, 
Frame construction and external features, 
Freespool clutches, Level-windmecha- 
nisms, Machining and rnginecring fea- 
tures, ant1 Quick-takedown fe;~tures. In 
addition, thcre is a very gootl chapter on 
materials, which providcs some bark- 
,ground on  the alloys ant1 plastics used in 
reels, and  a n  excellt.nt c'h;rpter o n  the 
invention and early devc.lol)mrnt of the 
multiplying reel, which tlisc-usses British 
origins of the m ~ ~ l t i p l i e r  and the earliest 
American m~rltipliers (which were never 
patented). 

T h e  patents are introtltlced c-hronolog- 
icallv within each cha1)ter. and a brief a .  

explanat ion of their improvements is 
made, usually together with a patent 
drawing or  a photograph of the reel that 
shows the feature undrr tliscussion. T h e  
book is profusely illustratetl, with 275 
patent drawings and 125 close-up, black- 
and-white photographs, including some 
photographs by Vernon of the original 
patent models at theSmithsonian. These 
are particularly interesting. Some of the 
photos seem a little small (1%" x Z"), but 
most are adequate and nearly all are of 
very good quality. A few, such as the 
Henshall-Van Antwerp photograph by 
Ron Gast, on  page 28, arc exceptionally 
beautiful. 

Vernon has made a n  effort to simplify 
and standardize the terminology used in 
his description, and anyone who has suf- 

which covered the gear. The, gear 
shaft, attached to the headplate, 
extended through the sleeve into a 
recess drilled into the inner entl of 
the crankshaft. O n  the end of the 
crankshaft was a cam. A flange 
fixed above the cam formed anoth- 
r r  disc, with a 90degree notch on  its 
edge. A pin fastened to the hubbed 
disc protruded into thenotch of the 
fixed disc. T h e  hubbed disc also 
h:rd a radial notch,  in  which a 
spring-mounted block slid. When 
the crank was turned, the notched 
disc o n  the crankshaft contacted 
the pin from the hubbed disc, caus- 
i n g  it to  rotate. Simultaneously, 
the crankshaft cam pushed the 
sliding block on  the main gear and 
rotatecl the gear and, thereby, the 
spool.. . 

Are you as bewilderecl by all this as I am? 
Antique Fishing Rrrls is admittedly a 

selective guide to American reel patents. 
I t  focuses primarily on multiplyingrt>els. 
Although it does contain much material 
on single-action rrcls, including fly reels 
and trolling reels, i t  contains very little 
o n  ar l tomatics ,  recl-in-reel cornbina-  
tions, o r  s p i n n i n g  reels. Vernon states 
that his intention is to include only the 
"more important ant1 most interesting 
inventions" and that he has "limited the 
book arbitrarily to inventions patented in 
1920or earlier." By my count, this means 
that he discusses or otherwise mentions 
270 of the approximately 450 U.S. fish- 
ing-reel patents ,granted through 1920- 
or about sixty percent. Some collc~ctors 
are bound to take umbrage at some of his 
omissions. and others will lament that 
coverage ends at 1920. Between 1920 and 
1940, more than 300 additional IJ.S. recl 
patents were granted. These included 
reels of Julius Vom Hofe, Joseph Coxe, 
Charles Pflueger, William Shakespeare 
Jr. ,  and Arthur and Oscar Kovalovsky. 
But the truth of the matter is that Vernon 
does a highly creditable job of selecting 
and discussing those reel patents that are 
of most interest to the majority of col- 
lectors. 

However, Ant iqur  Fishing Reels is 
marred by some more serious omissions 
than those mentioned earlier. When the 
chief source of information for this work 
is t1.S. patents,  there should be more 
dtatailed background on  the I1.S. patent 

inventors whose imagination and engi- 
neering skills so improved the sport of 
f ishing,"  we learn l i t t le  a b o u t  these 
inventors. Where Vernon does seek to add 
a biographical dimension to his work, he 
seems tentative. H e  speculates, for exam- 
ple, on  pages G I  and 62, that there may be 
two reelmakers named Julius Vom Hofe, 
rather than confirming this fact: both 
J u l i ~ ~ s  Vom Hofe (1837 to 1907) and his 
son Julius Vom Hofe (1871 to 1939) made 
reels. In a few instances, Vernon is wrong. 
For ex;rrnple, hestates that A. F. Meisselb- 
ach "moved to Elyria, Ohio,  where he 
continued to make reels well into the 
1930's." A. E: Meisselbach tlied in 1927 
and never livetl in Ohio. 

It  is probable that  Ant iqur  Fishing 
Rrels contains more hard facts on  pre- 
1920 American patent reels than any pub- 
lication that has preceeded it or any that 
is likely to be publishecl in  the near 
future. It will certainly aid collectors in 
identifying these reels and in understand- 
ing their mcrhanical improvements. Ver- 
non's book sho~r ld  also help collectors to 
appreciate the great variety and creativity 
of  Amrrican reel disign. It could conceiv- 
ably result in a new market for patent 
rerls, which would be a pleasant change 
for this hohhy that often seems to be 
exclusively preoccupied with premium 
quality or with nnmr reels. 

But collectors should be careful. Th is  
is not a basic text o n  the collection of 
fishing reels. It is a highly specialized 
work. You will not find a chapter on  the 
care and display of reels, or a chapter o n  
how to start a reel collection. There is 
scant information o n  the inventors o r  
manufacturers of these reels, or whether a 
reel was :I commercial success or failure. 
In addition, few details on model names. 
model numbers, or years of production 
are offered, and fewer details are given on  
how these reels were used by the sports- 
men o f  the time. T o  some readers, Ver- 
non's account of the evolution of patent 
reels will thus seem too monolithic and 
too technical. Its scientific viewpoint is 
too unremitting and blind to both the 
larger historical context and  the great 
beau ty  t h a t  m a n y  of these  f i n e  o l d  
antiques display. 

In spite of its specialized nature, reel 
collectors should not miss Antique Fish- 
ing Rrrls; it is a fine work that deserves 
and will repay close study. 5 

-JIM BROWN 



Notes and Comment 
More on JHK 

T h e  following letter to the editor was 
published in the February 3, 1907, issuc 
of Forest nndStrearn. We take thc liberty 
to renrint this item becaust,of its mention 
of-yes, you guessed it-John Harring- 
ton Keene. It  also demonstrates what  
short memories anglers havc. 

T o  the editor: 
I have a proposition to make to the 

serious anglers of this continent, particu- 
larly those w h o  sce in fly-fishing the 
highest phase of the art. It is this: For 
each angler to d o  something during the 
coming season toward the preparation 
and eventual publication of an angling 
entomolo<gy. 

This  appeal to my fellow-fishermen is 
the  result of my o w n  ignorance  a n d  
totally ineffectual efforts to rernove it. 
After graduating from wor-m to fly at an 
early age in New England, I leal-ned, not 
a great while ago, the delights of dry fly- 
fishing in England, its mysteries being 
easily comprehended by means of the 
many books and papers on the natural 
insects of the streams, cu lmina t ing  in 
Halford's monumental "Dry Fly Ento- 
mology," a superbly illustrated work in 
which all the known ephemeridae and 
diptera of the English rivers, and also the 
artificial flies tied i n  imitation of them, 
male and female, are faithfully depicted. 
Returning across the sea I proceeded to 
spend parts of two summers in experi- 
menting with dry fly rnethods in this pro- 
vince. T h e  first necessity was, of course, 
the flies. I calledon two of the best dealers 
in  New York, two in Boston, and wrote to 
several others. "Oh, yes," was the com- 
mon answer, "we have exact imitation 
flies," and  they proceeded to place before 
me a collection of English dry flies! 

T h e n  they tried me with "gauze-wing" 
flies, "fluttering" flies, and  what  not ,  
but, with the exception of India rubber 
insects a n d  a caddis o r  stone fly, n o  
answer was vouchsafed to my question, 
"What insect is this or that fly made to 
represent?" Like Faust, I searched and 
searched, not only in shops, but in Amer- 
ican angl ing literature, but all in vain, 
for the result was like this: nichts! I there- 
fore came to the natural conclusion that 
there was n o  American angling entomol- 
ogy, either i n  word or  practice, and I 
thereupon hied me to the waters of Nova 
Scotia a n d  selected from my English 
stock such specimens as most resembled 
the flies I found the trout feeding upon. 
Now, the results of my New World dry 
fly-fishing have, as matter of record, been 
quite unsatisfactory, not to say utterly 
abortive; but to draw any definiteadverse 

conclusions in regard to the useof the dry 
fly from these exprriments would b? 
wrong, if for n o  other reason than that 
my flies were imitations, not of NovaSco- 
tian, but of English ephemera. Further- 
more, o u r  far northern waters, where 
fontinalis likes a lively bug and is partial 
to bright colors, are not the bect territory 
for such a n  experiment, which might bet- 
ter be tried in Pennsylvania or Connecti- 
cut. 

Now, I may overstate the case when I 
opine that no amateur has ever seriously 
tried to lure the brook troutwith flies tied 
in the exact semblance and size of the 
ephemera ~ l p o n  which they actually feed; 
secondly, that not one angler in fifty even 
takes the trouble to note what flies are on  
the water, but proceeds to run  thegamut 
of his fly book until he has found a killer; 
and thirdly, that not one in two hundred 
can tell one natural fly from another after 
he has it between his fingers! 

T h i s  is another  way of saying that  
American fishermen care nothing at all 
for entomology; in  fact, I have heard 
many of them say that, our  trout being 
uneducated, such niceties are quite unne- 
cessary. May be so, but until a n  American 
Halford appears to give us some Ameri- 
can "niceties," it has certainly not been 
proved. Many of us strongly suspect the 
contrary. There is, however, n o  need to 
waste more words along this line. T h e  
men to whom I appeal will understand, 
and I hope appreciate, what I am driving 
at. 

T h e  question arises, H o w  shall we go 
to work practically? T h e  great angling 
republic of the United States and Canada 
is a vast country, and the preparation of  
an authoritative e n t o m ~ l o ~ g y  must neces- 

sar-ily be the work of years, but all the 
more shoultl wc Ile irp and at it. My idea is 
somcwhat as follows: Let ewry interested 
angler providc himsclf with a magnify- 
ing glass, a few pins, a tiny bottleof rhlo- 
roform and  a few srnall boxes, those 
especially made for rollertors being best. 
Let him capture, kill and bring back as 
many specimens as his time and enthusi- 
asm will permit of the insects which he 
sees the trout to heactually feedingupon. 
But this is not enough; he must number 
his specimens and prepare (on the spot at 
the time o f  capture) a careful description 
of each ,  be ing  very par t i cu la r  a b o u t  
color. Those who care to take any extra 
trouble can take along a small box of 
water colors and note with the descrip- 
tion the exact shade of color of wings, etr. 
Each specimen should be marked with 
the date, country, county and water, as 
well as the time of day captured. Boxes of 
specimens,  together  w i t h  descriptive 
lists, each properly marked so as to avoid 
confusion, should then be handed in to 
some suitable and interested person, say 
the editor ofForest andstream, whoshall 
act as a curator of thecollection, publish- 
ing the results from time to time, with 
suggestions as to what seems most to be 
needed in any given direction. I n  due 
time the first edition of a n  "American 
Angling Entomology'' can be brought 
out, and meanwhile a stimulus will be 
given to such men as John  Harrington 
Keene and other professional and ama- 
teur fly-tyers to produce a series of flies 
that should exactly imitate the insects fed 
upon by fontinalis and other American 
game fish. 

Mr. Keene invented the scale-wing fly 
and, I understand, manufactured a great 



Join the Museum 
Membership Dues (per annum*): 

Associate* $ 25 
Sustaining* $ SO 
Patron* $ 250 
Sponsorx $ 500 
Corporate* $1000 
Life $1500 

Membership dues include the cost of a 
subscription ($20) to the American  Fly 
Fisher. Please send your application to 
the membership secr-etary and include 
your mailing adclr-ess. 'The Museum is a 
member of the American Association 
of Museums and the American Associ- 
ation for State and Local History. We 
are a nonprofit, etlucational institution 
chartered under thc laws of the state of 
Vermont. 

Support the Museum 
As a n  independent, nonprofit institution, 
the American Museum of Fly Fishing 
must rely on the generosity of public- 
spirited individuals for substantial 
support. We ask that you give our 
institution serious consideration when 
planning for gifts and bequests. 

Visit the Museum 
Summer hours (May 1 through 
October 31) are 10 A.M. t o 4  P.M. daily. 
Winter hours (November 1 through 
April 30) are weekdays 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 
We are closed on major holiday\. 

Back Issues of the 
American Fly Fisher 
T h e  following back issues arc 
available at $4 per copy: 

Volume 6, Numbers 1 , 2 , 3  and 4 
Volume 7, Numbers 2 , 3  and 4 
Volume 8, Number 3 
Volume 9, Numbers 1 ,2  and 3 
Volume 10, Numbers 1 and 2 
Volume 11, Numbers 1 ,  2, 3 and 4 
Volume 12, Numbers 1 and 3 
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number,  but one  hears little of them 
nowadays. I do not know whether they 
were imitations of any particular insect5 
known to science, but suppose they were. 

It  will be necessary to have the speci- 
mens examined and narned by competent 
entomologists, and individual collectors 
can greatly assist the work by submitting 
their own insects to good authorities and 
having them correctly named. 

IJndoubtedly there a re  very many  
American anglers w h o  have for years 
been in the habit of observing the real 
insects on  trout waters, and quite likely 
some of them may already have formed 
collections o r  a t  least made a n d  kept 
notes of their observations that must 
prove of great value. It would be interest- 
ing and instructive to hear the opinions 
of these gentlemen. 

It  might not be a bad idea to form a 
loosely coherent,  unorganized associa- 
tion of angling entomologists. I should 
be h a p p y ,  for o n e ,  to  con t r ibu te  a n  
annual membership fee to furnish the 
sinews of war, for instance, to provide a 
suitable cabinet in which to store thecol- 
lections, etc. 

Edward Breck 
Annapolis, N.S. 

Anna Keene, Fly Maker 
We are <grateful to Paul  Schullery for 

supplying us with a copy of "Women 
Who Make Artificial Flies" (Forest and  
S tream,  September 9, 1911, v i d e  infra). 
Mrs. Keene out l ived her  h u s b a n d  by 
a lmos t  twenty-four  years; she  d ied  a 
pauper on  February 24, 1932. According 
to records at the Queens County Surro- 
gate Court, Mrs. Keene died at a private 
hospital in  Flushing, New York, of a con- 
tagious disease. All of her belongings 
were burned after her death becauseof the 
contagious nature of the disease (we were 
unable to determine specifically what the 
disease was; perhaps one of our  readers 
has thoughts  o n  this matter). A gold 
watch ("out of repair") valued at fivedol- 
lars and a small house lot valued at one 
hundred and twenty-five dollars were her 
only possessions of value at the time of  
her death. 

Women Who Make 
Artificial Flies 

One of the first women, perhaps, to 
make flies in  large quantities in America 
was Mrs. Carrie J .  Frost, a Wisconsin girl. 
At first she began making flies for friends, 
as a sort of a side issue, and as her fame 
spread, orders increased, and in recent 
years she has conducted a large establish- 
ment of her own. She employs a large 
number of girls and women, all of whom 
she taught herself, and the flies supplied 
to the trade by her are well liked. 

Another woman who makes flies as a 

business is Mrs. Anna Keene, of Queens, 
N.Y. She is the widow of John Harring- 
ton Keene, who wrote so many books and 
ariticles o n  fishing and rod and tackle 
making. Mrs. Keene is fond of fishing, 
especially fly-fishing, a n d  takes lively 
interest in the success met with by anglers 
who fish with her flies, which are superb, 
expecially those made for dry-fly fishing. 

I n  L o s  Angeles lives s t i l l  ano ther  
woman who makes flies for a living. This  
is Mrs. Frances Brown. who. the Press 
says, is a widow and formerly a school 
teacher, who hit on  the idea of preparing 
flies for the trout from the complaints of 
her pupils, who told how the fish ate the 
bait, but escaped the hook. She began by 
fashioning worms of silk, wool, thread, 
floss and chenille, and her wares were put 
on  sale in stores dealing in sportsmen's 
goods. After a trial the fishermen came 
back enthusiastically for more, and sev- 
eral friends gave Mrs. Brown suggestions 
which enabled her to extend her business. 
Now she has a half dozen girls working 
for her, andeven then she hardly can keep 
u p  with the orders. T h e  bait is made so 
skillfully the oldest and wisest trout are 
deceived. 

Checklist for W i 1 kes' 
Spirit of the Times  
Available 

A checklist, compiled by John G. Var- 
gas, for Wilkes '  Sp ir i t  o f t h e  T i m e s  (1859- 
1902) by George Wilkes, may be obtained 
from the American Antiquarian Society 
(185 Salisbury Street, Worcester, Massa- 
chusetts 01609- 1634). T h e  eleven-page 
typed list contains a wealth of bibliogra- 
ph ic  information concerning this rare 
miscellany, which chronicled the latest 
in matters pertaining to the turf, field 
sports, literature, and  the stage. Price, 
including postage, is six dollars and  
thirty-six cents. 

American Fly Fisher to be 
Indexed and Abstracted 

I n  case you hadn't noticed (see title 
page), the Amer i can  Fly Fisher will be 
indexed and abstracted in  America: His -  
tory and  Life and Historical  Abstracts. 
These two publications, published by the 
American Bibliographical Center-Clio 
Press (ABC-CLIO), have more than 4,500 
subscribers. These include many college 
a n d  university libraries i n  the United 
States and the libraries of major institu- 
tions in other parts of the world. We join 
a list of more than 2,000 journals (in more 
than thirty languages) that are currently 
being abstracted by ABC-CLIO. Inclu- 
sion in these bibliographical works will 
serve to amplify our  reputation and to 
attest to the seriousness of our  endeavor.§ 



p?rformance of 

When it comes to dry-fly fishing, 
or for that matter any aspect of 

fly-fishing, we find it very difficult to 
state ~lnambiguously who did something 
first. For sure, Theodore Gordon was not 
the first to fish dry flies on American 
waters. We have amply demonstrated 
(uide an&) that John Harrington Keene 
was using the techniqueon the Battenkill 

Who's on First 
prior to  Gordon's  experiments in  the 
Catskills. Rut was Keene the first to fish 
floating flies? We doubt it. It is inconceiv- 
able to us that the Yankee fly fisherman 
with infinite ingenuity at his disposal did 
not figure out,  at an early stage of the 
game, that fish could be taken with a 
floating fly. H e  may not have explicitly 
codified his fishing method as dry-fly 
fishing or fished with a dry-fly-style fly. 
Explicit formalization of a technique- 
for example, the establishment of a dry- 
fly code-comes about when peoplewrite 
about it as such, as a clearly perceived 

formulation. It is then on  record; it can be 
discussed, thought about, easily pointed 
to, and referred to by future generations. 
In other words. it is an obvious historical 
benchmark. J o h n  H a r i n g t o n  Keene's 
significance to American angling history 
is not that he did something first, but that 
he was the first to codify a technique. So 
historically speaking, when it comes to 
who was first, or who was on to it first, 
we're in 1 ~ x 1  Cns- 
tcllo's shoes. It is 
i m p o s s i l ) l e  t o  
know for sul-e. 
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