American

Fly Fisher




Meeting and Conclave, August 11-14

i This year we will again hold our
Annual Membership Meeting dur-
ing the Conclave of the Federation
of Fly Fishers. The Conclave will
be held August T1-14 at West Yel
lowstone, Montana. All Muascum

members will be receiving a notice
of the times and dates of Muscum meetings
(hoth a general membership mecting and u
Board of Trustees meeting will be held,
one immediately following the other).

1 you have never attended o Conclave,
vou owe it to voursell to do it, We've been
told by this vear’s planners that Conclave

82 will be different from previous gather-
ings in some ways, especially in the em-
phasis by speakers and exhibitors on prac-
tical down-to-carth guidance lor the average
[Ty fisher. Several improvements have heen
made in the arrangements for exhibitors,
so that the West Yellowstone Convention
Center will be used for commercial displays
and fly tying demonstrations, and the town’s
gymnasium will not be used.

I'hese are exciting times for both the
Federation and the Museum. Concluve
82 promises 10 be an eventiul one, and
offers [y fishers the chance lor some good

soctalizing, excellent lectures and dem
onstrations, and great hishing, Additional
details about the Conclave schedule are
available from the Federation of Fly
Fishers Headguurters, Post Office Box
1088, West Yellowstone, Maontanu, 59758
(1-406-646-95141 ). The Federation maintains
a full time office i West Yellowstone,
und 1t's not too
early to start mak-
ing vour plans
for the Conclave.
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Aficionado Fishes Worms
A Study of Hemingway and Jake

by Elizabeth Walden Hyde

“You going to fish bait?"

“Yeah. 'mgoingto fish the dam here.”

“Well., I'll take the fly-book then. .. ."

“ .. Take & worm can.”

“No, Ldont want one. If they don’t take
a fly I just flick itaround.™

In The Sun Also Rises Bill Gorton goes
off downstream while Jake Barnessitson a
dam of the Trati River, a remote stream in
Spain, one he knows to be full of trout, and
threads a worm onto his hook.

Bill is an old Iriend from the States, a
lot like Hemingway'sold friend Bill Smith
from Michigan. Jake isan expatriate news-
paper man living in Paris. He wantstobe a
writer. A wound from the war has left him
impotent, In Spain for the lishing and Pam-
plona’sliesta, Jake isa recognized aliciona-
do: in other words, Spaniards can sense
that he is a passionate connoisseur of the
artistry of the bulllight. He's got the feeling.

He puts on “u good-sized sinker™ and
lets it drop below him close to the edge of
the dam. He doesn’t feel the first strike.
His rod bends almost double when he starts
“to pull up.” In a little while he has siy
good trout, banged-out dead on the dam
beside him. He admires their color and
firmuess. He guts them becanse it's a hot
day, and carries them ofl to be washed and
packed in lavers of ferns in his bag. The
hag is now [ull. so he settles back to read “a
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wonderful story™ of deuth in the rozen
Alps where a bride waits twenty-four years
with her “true love™ for the groom's body
1o emerge from a glacier. Bill returns at
lust, sweating and smiling, wet to the waist
from wading. He presents four trout he
has caught on a McGinty, about the only
fly Hemingway ever mentions besides the
Royal Coachman. Each one is bhigger than
the one belore, and all but the smallest are
better than Juke's, Jake expresses envy, ad-
mits all six of his were caught on worms, is
called a lazy bum, and stirs himscell to collect
the chilled wine and to spread ot the picnic
(SAR.T18-121).

Among scholarly eritics of The Sun Also
Rises there must not be any [y fishermen.
For half a century eritics and campus class-
rooms have been questioning the signifi-
cance of Jake Barnes” wound., but nothing
in print has called attention to the worm.
The Burguete-lrati interlude shared by
Jake, Bill, and their new acquaintance, an
Englishman named Wilson-Harris who
leaves them cach a dozen hand-tied flies,
has been invariably described asanidylla
sort of pastoral sojourn for the restoration
of souls. Together the men hike from
Burguete through sloping fields and woods
and over hillsto fish the rati, They laze on
its banks, explore a monastery, drink beer
and play cards back in Burguete. This

is the good life, unknown to the waste-
landers. Lady Brett Ashley and her dissolute
circle, who have passed up the fishing for
sex and alecohol and for corrupting Pam-
plona’s prized young matador. “It brings
[Take] health, pleasure, beauty and order,
and helps to wipe ont the damage of his
troubled life in Paris.” Mark Spilka writes
in his well-known essay, "Death of Love in
The Sun Also Rises. ™

Perhaps, buta lew puzzling details stand
out. Why the monastery? Why does Juke
spreuad out the pienic and serve it withont
any help from Billz What's this about a
groom ina glacier? And a few more ques-
tiony a trout fisherman is bound to ask:
Why does Wilson-Tarrisgive Juke a dozen
hand-tied flies he'll never fish with? Is it
likely a fly at midday would bring a bigger
fish than a worm sunk deepata dam? And
foremost, tlares the question: 1 "aficion
means passion” (SAR. 131), “passion ol
knowledge ... wholly authentic, meaningful
and pure, and something that Jake had 10
acquire through persistent effort™ (Leo
Gurko, Ernest Hemingway and the Pursuit of
Heroism [New York: Crowell, 1968], p. 58),
and if the pursuit of heroism is “a reaction
to the moral emptiness that [Hemingway's
heroie ligures] feel compelled 1o il by
their own special effort” (Gurko, p. 286),
what's this fellow Jake doing sitting on a




dam fishing worms while the trout are rising
and taking tlies upstream from him and
down?

I “Fishing with o Worm™ Bliss Perry,
an carly Atlantic Monthly editor, who ulong
with Tzaak Walton doesn’t mind admitting
he caught his Tast trout on a worm, compares
fly-fishing to the poetry of angling and
worm lishing to “angling’s honest prose.™
Froutimpossible to reach with a fly, Perry
says, should be lured by a worm —lelici
tously dropped over that bank of bog grass
into the right deep spot, if the humbled
angler can crawl on his belly under alders
and cedar bows and sometimes fish with
the rod tip only and two feet of line. At
certain times a trowt will ke only live
bait: some narrow deep brooks, some
stretches of streams, can’t be reached with a
fly. In defense of worm lishing Perry pro-
nounces: “No man isa complete angler until
he has mastered all modes ol angling,” but
he warns that “ua man should be honest.™

Jake is honest about his six trout, but he
neither had to crawl on his bellv nor coax
with o worm what a fly could not interest
anywhere along the Irati's open stretches
of water prime for casting. Are we then 1o
suppose that the alicionado of the bull
light’s poetry and precision, he who has
fished for trout all his hife, has not vet
mastered the mode of Hly-fishing? Or, that

mavbe his creator has not, and ignorance

glares through his liction here? Or, could
Juke's sedentary lishing habits have to do.
somehow, with his wound#

Delbert K. Wylder writes of Jake in FHem-
mguway's Heroes (Albuquerque: Univ. of New
Mexico, 1969), "Between the idea of how
he should act and the reality of how he
does, falls the shadow of his wound™ (p.54).
Perhaps he shouldn’t get it wet, But the
next day he does and tells us, "It was hot
enough sothat it felt good 1o wade ina cold
stream, and the sun dried you when you
came outand sat on the bank™ (SAR. 125). It
was hot on the first day, also: Was he oo
tired to wade and cast? e had hiked a
long way and was tired, but he had travelled
from Paris to Burguete in order to hike o
long way for some excellent wild lishing,
the kind of fishing you have to hike a long
way to find. You can fish over dams at
home.

Metaphorically, then, is the wound in-
volved here? All Hemingway tells us about
Jake and his wound. after the novel was
written, is this: “He was capable of all nor-
mal feelings as a man [sic.| but incapable ol
consummating them. The important dis-
tinction is that his wound was physical and
not psvchological and that he was not emas-
culmted.”™ In Ernest Hemingway (New York:
Twayne, 1963), Earl Rovitiellsmore: “The

The Navarre Pyrences, from which flow the
Irat and its sister streams on the Spanish-
French borde photo courtesy of the Spanish
National Tounist Office.

cause and the nature of Jake Barnes's wound
force his experiences into a level of sym-
bolic relevance which makes his slow, un-
certuin struggle to regain a positive stance
toward life as much a parable as an ‘epis-
temological” romance” (p. 160). On the other
hand. any lorcing of Jake's Irati experience
“into a level of symbolic relevance™ soon
appears needless with Rovit’s reminder that
“Hemingway's lictions seem rooted in his
journeys into himself much more clearly
and obsessively [than other writer's fictions]"
(p. 164)

Is the sequence then simply autobio-
graphical? Would Hemingway who trout-
fished all his life and wrote about it, who
penned an appreciative “Foreward" to
Charles Ritz’s A Fly Fisher's Life, and who
like Jake was a wounded veteran, expatri-
ate writer and aficionado of the bullfight,
have dropped a worm over the dam in this
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same situation? Did he?

The real Bill “Gorton” of Michigan has
admitted to fishing the Irati River with
Hemingway and to most of the dialogue
during the streamside pienic. The play on
the word "utilize™ (SAR. 122) he recalls as
his own. "I guess we all have our moments,”
he said. Interviewer Donald St. John did
not ask him if Hemingway fished bait at
the dam, if he was reading of a groom in a
glacier when and if Bill Smith returned
with better trout caught on a fly, and il the
Englishman —there was, indeed, an En-
glishman —had joined them to visita mon-
astery. Details. Hemingway was “an artist
... not a diarist,” Smith said in his famous
friend’sdefense.” Nevertheless,in the Bur-
guete-Irati episode ol The Sun Also Rises
the diarist’s hand would seem blatantly
evident. A look into Hemingway's past, his
fishing methods and the extent of his writ-
ing that touches on trout will answer the
questions posed here.

Hemingway grew up in Michigan where
he spent hissummers at Walloon Lake. He
canght many trout, big ones, but in the
plethora of Hemingway biographies and
reminiscences that recall the barefoot boy
with pole and string of trout, I could lind
only two mentions of [ly-fishing in Michi-
gan. One is in Ernest Hemingway: A Life
Story (New York: Scribner’s, 1969) where
Carlos Baker describes Hemingway's re-
turn to the Irati River alter loggers had
ruined the fishing. “Bill Smith had brought
along a box of sure-live old lavorites [rom
the summersat Horton Bay [near Walloon
Lake|: MeGinty's, Royal Coachmans, Yel-
low Sallys. ... They put the flies away and
used worms and grasshoppers™ (p. 149),
and four days passed without vielding a
trout. One might be satisfied with this, that
indeed Hemingway was a fly fisherman of
some ability when he wrote The Sun Also
Rises, were it not for the smack of salt in
Horton Bay and the almost complete
indifference to fly-fishing in the stacks ol
Hemingway printed matter, on him and
by him. Baker gives a better idea of Michi-

Ernest Hemingway'’s Hardy Faivy trout rod,
on permanent exhibit at the Muscum, was
given by Musewm Trustee Pres Tolman in
1978, He acquired it at a Federation of Fly
Fishers Conclave auction in 1972, from Jack
Hemingwav, who requested it e donated 1o
us, The rod is an 86 three-picce model used
by Ernest Hemigway when he first went to
Sun Valley, Idaho in 1939,

gan trout fishing when he writes of the
same two anglers fishing the Black River,
cach with a wet fly on one hook (there’s
vour fly) and a grasshopper on another.
Twice by this method Smith landed two
fish at once, and together they caught sixty-
four in one day (p. 62). Baker also tells of
the lad who had been using grasshoppers
for bait for years when he received a grade
ol 90 on a six-page Biology paper, “The
Anatomy ol the Grasshopper™ (p. 18). His
brother Letcester Hemingway writes that
before first grade Ernest could give the
Latin names for more than two hundred
and lifty birds (Mv Brother Ernest Hemingway
|Cleveland: World, 19611, p.24), many of
which would soon fall vietim to his shotgun.
One, asnipe | Capella delicata], he consumed
raw on a live-dollar bet (p. 70). The only
other hint at carly fly-fishing is found in
this volume: "By the spring of 1920 . ..
Ernest was again longing to be in northern
Michigan, outwitting the local trout with
both natural baitand flies” (pp. 61-62). Also,
a curious mention of post-war fly-fishing:
“Ernest was enthusiastic over the fly-fishing
in the Rhone Valley, where the water was
justelearenough to fool the trout™ (p. 79).
Mary Welsh Hemingway. in Flow It Was
(New York: Knopl, 1976), breathes not a
word on trout. Other related sporting habits
ofl her husband, however, come into focus,
Hlegal pheasant hunting in Oak Park:*You
had to get rid of them quick because they
had just introduced them,” said Heming-
wity, who had to carry his kill home in his
shirtand dispose of the bones in the wood-
burning range. a smell he would never
forget (p. 227). A heron. the biggest he had
everseen, he shotwith a rifle atage fourteen,
“just for fun™ (p. 228), and was nearly
arrested. Also for fun, and because they
were loose near the garden, he shot two of
his neighbor's rare Belgian hares, but this
occurred after the war and his brother
Leicester attributes the event to altereffects
(My Brother Ernest Hemingway, p. 59).
When THemingway and his friend Samp-
son shota porcupine for fun, Dr. Heming-
way intervened and made them cook and
catit—all."Father had the greatest contempt
for so-called sportsmen who killed ruth-
lessly for the fun of Killing or 1o boast
about the size of the bag,” Marcelline Hem-
ingway Sanford remembers in At the Hem-
ingway’s (Boston: Atlantic-Little, Brown,
1961). p. 82. An “exponent of decency in
sport”™ (p. 82), the gentle country doctor
and father of six, who later took his own
life, isquoted by his daughteras saying, "It
takes judgment 1o shoot. It takes kindness
to kill cleanly, and it takes a wise man
never to shoot more than he can eat” (p.
81). According to critical studies, Heming-
way emulated his father, the sportsman
who taught him to huntand fish. Jackson J.
Benson in Hemingway: The Writer's Art of
Self-Defense (Minneapolis: Univ. of Minne-
sota, 1969) contends that Hemingway took
to hunting and fishing because the rituals,
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rules and techniques taught by his lather
epitomized the male tradition and provided
an escape from a feminine environment
(p- Y9). (Hemingway had four sisters and a
dominating mother.) A page later, though,
Benson seems to contradict himself: he says
that for Hemingway lishing was “u release
from anxiety . . . often produced [rom the
continual effort of trying to be a man™ (p.
10).

Here is what Hemingway had to say
about it to Archibald MacLeish: “Fishing is
as exciting as war.”®

Hemingway thrilled tothe feel of “hors-
ing in" (or “out”)a trout. "People that have
never horsed them out don't know what
they can make you feel,” he once said and
added a cryptic question: “What il it only
lasts that long "7 The feeling is what counts.
In his autobiographical “Big Two-Hearted
River,” Nick Adams, back from the war,
“felt all the old feeling” when his “heart
tightened as the trout moved.” Again,
Hemingway on feeling: “You cannot live
on a plane of the sort of elation Thad feltin
the reeds and having killed, even when it
is only a buffalo. you feel a little quiet
inside. Killing is not a feeling that you
share . .. (Green Hills of Africa [New York:
Seribner's 1935], p. 120). Aficion, as we have
established, is subjective feeling, the hand-
on-shoulder touching to express shared
knowledge and passion for the bullfight,
and Death in the Afternoon (1932: rpt. New
York: Scribner’s, 1960) addsthis: “The truly
ereat killer must have a sense of honor and

a sense of glory far beyond that of the or-
dinary bullfighter. In other words he must
bea simplerman .. he must have a spiritual
enjoyment of the moment of killing" (p.
232).

In the son’s sense of honor we hear the
father’s voice, und in Hemingway's repeated
insistence on the clean kill, but the rest be-
gins to seem like an aberration. When in
top form., Ermest Hemingway did not simply
kill cleanly, he enacted a favorite phrase.
He administered death.

Far removed now from his father's in-
fluence, the big-game hunter can not be
satisflied without a kudu: “I'd rather get
one than all the rest [oryx, leopard, lion,
waterbuck, ete., already bagged] . .. Tdont
give a damn about these rhino outside of
the Tun of hunting them, But I'd like to get
one that didn’t look silly beside that dream
rhino of his™ (Green Hills of Africa, pp. 87-
88). His remorse for a bungled bagging, a
wounded sable bull left to the hyenas be-
cause it could not be found, seems sincere
enough (“Iwas thinking about the bull and
wishing to hell T had never hit him” [p.
271]), although he neveralludesto the leop-
ard he shot at blindly, several times, ac-
cording to wife Mary in How It Was. The
leopard trailed blood and “a piece of shoul-
der blade™ until finally they “found the
beastie dead™ (p. 368). When, toward the
close of the safari, laden with hides and
horns the vehicles arrive at the outpost,
the ghost of father looms. *We ate the meat,”
Ernestassuresthe reader (p. 272),—several

thousand pounds, that would be, before
loading up the trophies.

“If sport is a mirror of life it is also a
mirror of any other activity in life, such as
writing,” states John Atkins in The Art of
Ernest Henmungway: His Work and Personality
(London: Spring Books, 1952), p. 104;
“Today [Hemingway| says, ‘I'm modest. |
just want to be champion.” ™ (By this time
he was alter tuna.)

Of four hundred and twenty-seven
Hemingway contributions (including re-
prints) to newspapers and periodicals, only
seven focus on trout fishing, and two of
those are reprints. “Are You All Set for
Trowt?" (Toronto Star Weekly, April 10, 1920)
presents practical tips on what to buy, how
much to pay, what bait to use, when and
where, and tells how to “horse in" a trout
rather than jerk it out of the stream. “Fishing
for Trout in a Sporting Way"” (Toronto Star
Weekly, April 24, 1920) says to use worms
and live buit. Expensive gear is not needed.
“Trout rise 10 a hopper far more readily
than they do to a fly, and they are bigger
trout, If you want to insure catching big
trout, put three good sized hoppers on the
hook.”

One notable exception to the Heming-
way habit comes in “The Best Rainbow
Trout Fishing™ (Toeronto Star Weekly, Dec.
11, 1920) which shows respect for the fly
fisherman and almost as much for the
rainbow troutas is shown elsewhere for the
bull® HHemingway describes leaving the
rapids, too rough for fly-fishing, and hiking
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cight milesto a pool where his Royal Coach
man can take a 9-pound, 26-incher. The
feeling is certainly there when the two tired
figures “slog into the foreground” and drop
their heavy packs near the pool, and it's
there during the explosion and battle scene,
and Lwould happily believe him if it werent
for some other lish stories.

In Green Hills of Africa “Pop” says to
Hem, "You damned liar,” while Heming-
way answers, "l swear l()(iu(l"(p. 210). The
story goes that he caught three big trout,
“the biggest bloody kind™ (p. 211), on a
river nobody ever [ished, so hard 1o get 1o
when he wasa kid, “out onthe huckleberry
plains beyond the Sturgeon and the Pigeon”
(p- 210). That's belly-crawling country, and
il“the kid" did catch those fish, iU's a pretty
safe bet (reading Hemingway) they were
not hooked on a cast “the second the flies
hit the water” (p. 210). Then again, the
trout whose leaps resounded “like bathtubs
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thrown into the lake.” in “Fishing for Trout
ina Sporting Way,” were not caught by the
method described: “These monster trout
won't touch a [y and we [ish for them by
casting out from the bank with minnows
and letting them lie on the bottom of the
channel,” (TSW, April 10, 1920). According
to Bill Smith, “That is not the way you
cast with minnows when taking Rainbow.
But no matter,” he said to interviewer St,
John.“Hemangled stories as does everyone.
Yarticularly when they were lishing stories.”
The customary tactic for catching Rainbow
went like this: “We'd cut the head off a
small perch, skin it back, put the hook
through the tailand letit drift to the bottom
[dropped from a boat, without casting].
Then we'd bring the lines to shore, prop
them up with log butts, set the reel and
wait for a bite. We'd have several rods set
that way and while we waited we'd play
poker or‘catch.” When the reel started hum-

A voungy Ernest Hemingroav, right, and
Lewis Clanalan, a friend from Hlinois,
leaving on a pack-in fishing trip in Michigan
This photograph, currently part of the
Museum s Hemngweav vod exhibit, is used
with pernussion of Hewingwav'’s sister,
Madelame Hemingwav Miller

ming we'd drop everything and haul in the
fish. Lost one or two rods that way, I remem-
ber. Some of those trout were seven, cight
pounds.”

The picture Hemingway paints of him
self as angler is quite of another hue. Nick
Adams. taken from the start for a very
slightly fictional version of the young, Hem-
ingway, is Huck Finncomplete with willow
pole and coil of silk line wedged at the tip.
In “The Last Good Country™ he lands a
trout too big for the pan but has 1o kill it
As olten happens with live bait, the trowm
has swallowed worm, hook, and all. Te
then sets out for shallow water 1o catch a
couple of small ones. the size his sister
prelers, just right for their frving pan a
the camplire. He wants no one else 1o dis-
cover hiswild river (The Nick Adams Stories
[New York: Scribner's, 1972], pp. 10911.).
The big trout in “On Writing™ [ares better.,
Nick releases it alive from the water-filled
bag slung at hisside. “He wastoo big to cat,
Ul ger a couple of little ones in front of
camp for supper”™ (p. 240). In “Big Two-
Hearted River,” lishing aguain for the first
time since the war, “Nick had one good
trout, He did not care about getting many
trout.” Only in “The End of Something ™ is
there an indication of how things were
usually done. When the lake fish werent
biting from the boat, Nick and his girl
[riend who loved to fish set up the skinned-
perch method and braced their steel rods
on the shore, but nothing was fun anymore
(pp- 201-204)

Crities are nevertheless seduced by “a
carefully determined order of virtue and
simplicity sell-disciplined moral con
duct,” " the sportsman’s code handed down
from father to son. Carlos Baker empha
sizes the spirit of “fair play™ in “Big Two-
Hearted River.” Nick wets his hands belore
releasing a small trout, and “asif for fisher
man’s luck™'" the threaded grasshopper
“took hold of the hook with his front feet,
spitting tobacco juice on it.” Philip Young,
too, remarks: “Ie knows precisely how to
disengage and throw back a small trout so
it will not sulfer from the experience, and
he spits on his bait for luck™ (Ernest Heming-
way [New York: Rhinehart, 19521, p. 19). In
“Big Two-Ilearted River,” Nick [ishes all
day long without once reaching for the
book of flies bulging in his breast pocket.
O1F fifty grasshoppers trapped inoa jar,
secured in another pocket, he uses five.
Hiseight-dollar casting line is fed out with
the current. A fly rod horses in his trout.
He keeps his gt leader coiled i damp



flanmel inside a pouch, e kills his trom
belore cleaning them, he whacks their heads
against a log. and that is good. “What is
clean s good. trae. and beautiful and viee
versi To understand Hemingway's aes-
theticone must realize that these things are
practically interchangeable,” writes Richard
K. Peterson in Hemmguway: Divectand Obligue
(Paris: Mouton, 1969), p. 55 One might
put inanoblique word lor the grasshopper
here, pierced from stem 1o stern by the
sportsiman’s hook, impaled alive by the vah
it clutches o ride o strange and terrible
clement.signalling shadows from the deep
until something sudden. that it must sense
coming. takes 1t As tor the wetting of hands,
atrout that isn’t lightly lip-hooked is not
olten 10 be sparved by this moral gesture.
Crities nght aswell cite as moral behavior
Juke's covering ol the worms: “1 filled two
empty tobacco tins with worms and silted
dirt onto them™ (SR 113).

Hemingway is not insensitive. e can
empathize with a hunted. wounded lion in
“The Short Happy Lile of Franeis Macom-
ber," 2 and in "Now I Lay Me" the grass-
hopper'sagony is only disguised:

“Once Tased a salamander from under
anold log. The salmmander was very small
and neat and agile and o lovely color. THe
had tiny feet that tried 10 hold on 16 the
hook, and after that one time | never used
a salamander, although 1 lound them very
often. Nor did Tuse evickets. because of the
way they acted about the ook,

But ishe honest? Many are quick 1o put
Papa down, even as the great alicionado
and celebrator ol Spain. Arturo Barea. one
who should know. insists that Hemingway
has wrong all the details of Spain, its women
and Franco's Civil War. To Barea's thinking
Hemingway was “a spectator who wanted
to be an actor and who wanted to write as il
he were an actor. Yet it is not enough to
look on: 1o write truthiully vou must live,
and you must leel what vou are living "/
No feeling then, either? Te who has been
linked with Louis Bromfield lor his “love
ol the good carth, of cool streams . .. withowt
question, Hemingway's basic affirmation™"
is accused by Mark Spilka of taking “less
delight in nature than in outdoor sports.
Ile is more concerned, that is, with haiting
hooks and catching trout than with the
Irati Riverand more pleased with the grace
and skill of the bullfighter than with the
bull's magnificence.” " Iis scenic descrip-
tions, devoid of seasonal changes. exhibit
nao deep feeling, Spilka argues and is
seconded by Samuel Shaw. Shaw cannot
imagine Hemingway spending more than
afew days at Walden Pond or on the Irati
River before returning to the eity. “Bore-
dom would destroy the pleasure™ (Ernest
Heminguway [New York: Ungar, 1973], p.
) Enough. [tistime to rise to the defense
ol a much beleaguered author of several
important and lasting American novels.

One cannot read “Fishing the Rhone
Canal™ (Toronto Daily Star, June 10, 1922)

without responding to the “hittle stream
cilled the Rhone Canal.” Brown with the
rush ool carly spring it spills from a hillside
where a lew medieval dwellings caeh the
late sun. It presses on, deep and multled
through helds tilled for conturies, and as
the angler moves upstream against the
current he seems to be discovering, along
with history, death and renewal, the thrill
ol a very old sport. s tront is without
doubt caught on a fly. He does not name
“the strange [v™ nor the trout which
“tumped into the air twice,” bt we are
glud he caught it (Leicester Temingway
can verily it.) And il it's truth we're alter,
“Trow Fishing in Ewrope™ (Toronto Star
Weeklv, Nov. 17, 1923) has got to be the
genuine article. Although Hemingway had
already published his instructions for bait-
ing a hook and letting the current carry it
("Fishing For Trout in a Sporting Way.”
TSI April 24, 1920), here his Toronto
readers ave in fora surprise. He depicts a
dav’s lishing on a snow-clouded Swiss
stream near the Rhone, during which he is
followed insilence by an old man. The fish
are not biting, Desperate 1o entice the
laggards Hemingway has gobbed four or
live worms on his hook. The old man on
the bank continues 1o lollow and frown. At
last, impatient and vastly annoyed, Hem-
ingway demands to know why the old man
isthere. You don't know how 1o fish worms,
the old man allows. and he proceeds 1o
show Hemingway how 1o place only one
worm on the curve ol the hook with hall
the worm Iree to wriggle. Te also instructs
the master baitsman on grub for August
fishing. and Hemingway concludes the neat
little piece with a recipe for Swiss “blue
trout.”

Bill Smith was right. Hemingway was
not a diavist. Although it is now apparent
that his limited knowledge ol fly-fishing at
the time he wrote The Sun Also Rises can ac-
count lor some ol the doubtiul aspects of
the Burguete-Trati sequence, invention is
there. and for a purpose, it were drawn
directly from life,as is most of the dialogue,
Bill Gorton would have gone off down-
stream with a McGinty on one hook and a
hopper on the other while Hemingway
would have covered the dam pool and
wided on upstream with two or three
hoppers hugging his. He would have been
up as early as Jake: “It was cool outside in
the carly morning and the sun had not vet
dried the dew that had come when the
wind died down” (SAR 112). But not lor
worms. This is grasshopper-gathering
time, when they can’t hop away, that almost
breathless moment of hope and fresh be-
ginnings that Nick Adams and Heming-
wiy knew so well.

The monastery? The groom in the
ghicier? Not feeling the trout strike? Artistic
invention all. Hemingway has picked his
details with a purpose. We must see in
Juke's worm the thing that it is, a graphic
svmbol ol impotence, and in his actions as

in hislife, the incomplete angler, the incom-
plete man.

'Frnest Hemmgway., 7he Sun Alo Rises (New
York: Seribner’s, 1926), P INS Subsequent cita-
tions from this edition appear in the textas SAR
with page numbes

Deuth ol Love in The Sun Also Riyes, ™
Hemingway and His Crines, ed. Carlos Baker,
American Century Ser (New York - HHITTE Wang,
LO61), . Bz see adso Carlos Baker on “no health
i ["the wastelunders™ | Hemngwav: The Water
as Arast, 19524 3rd. ed. (Princeton: Univ. Pross,
1963y, 1> 85,

“Fishing with o Worm." incladed in Angler's
Choree: Aw Anthology of American Trout Fishing,
ed. Howard T Walden THNew York: Macmillan,
19A7), p. 28 subsequent eitations frow Bliss Perry
28,

are to pp. 25,

'‘Quoted by George Phimpton in “An I
view with Evoest Flemngwav.” Hemmeway and
His Criney. p. 29

"Quoted by Donald St John, “Interview with
Hemingwav's Bill Gorton™” in Heminguway and
“The Sun” Set, ed. Bertram . Savason (Wash.,
D.Cos NCR Microcard Edns., 1972), o 185 see
also po 183

"Quoted by Scott Donaldson, By Foree of Will:
Uhe Life and Artof Ernest Hlemingwav (New York :
Viking, 1977). p. 72

.

See " Bull Fighting o Tragedy™ (Toronto Star
Weekfv, Oct. 20, 1923), included in By-Line: Ernest
Hemngiway: Selected Arieles and Dispatches of Four
Decirdes, ed. William White (New York: Serib-
ner'’s, 1967), pp. H-08,

“Quioted by St ol “Interview with Heming -
way's ‘Bill Gorton.” ™ p. 104
Tos Buker, Hemmgway: The Weiteras Artist,
1952 Srd ed. (Princeton: Univ. Press, 1963), p.
126,

hid.

e hallet bit has flank und ripped in
sudden hot scalding nansea through hisstomach.
e trotted, heavy, big-looted, swingimg wounded
tull-bellied, through the trees toward the tall
grassund cover . Theniterashed againand he
lelvthe Blow as i hit his lower vibs, and vipped
on through, blood sudden hotand frothy in his
month, and he galloped toward the high grass
where he could crouch and not be seen and
ke them bring the crashing thing close enough
s0 he could make o rush and get the man that
held it™s Hemingway, “The Short Happy Life ol
Francis Macomber,” The Short Stories of Ernest
Hemogaeay, 1929 (rpt. New York: Scribner's, 1969),
P In

NHemingway, “Now [ Lay Me" Men without
Waomen, 1927 (rpt. New York: Scribner's, 1955),
p- 220

Not Spain but Hemingway," Hentnguway
and His Cnities, p. 212

"Michael F. Moloney, “Ermest Hemingway:
The Missing Dimension.” Hemingway and His
Critics, p. 181,

1Spilka, “Death of Love in The Sun Also Rises,”
Hemingweay and His Cnitics, p. 92.

Elizabeth Walden Hyde teaches American
Literature, Shakespeare and writing in New
York. Her non-fiction and fichon have appeared
- nwmerous magazines and journals, She is
currentlv preparing the remaining manuscripts
of her late father, Howard T Walden 2d, for
publication.
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Don Martinez

Western Dry Fly Master

by George Grant

),j Donald Skillman Martines was a

professional fly tier who, during
the yvears from about 1932 1o 1943,
spent his summers in West Yellow-
stone. Montana
Los Angeles, €
his residency in Los Angeles not i
great deal is known about him except that
his carly school years were lived at Wash-
ington Green. Connecticut, and at some
time thereafter he lived in Chicago and lor
several seasons fished in northern Michi-
gan on the Jordan and Boardman Rivers,
It appears that he attended college in the
cast, but it is not known where—or il he
graduated. There is a briel reference 1o
his having taken a course in limnology
under the tutelage ol a Doctor Needham,
presumably Dr. J. G. Needham, Cornell
University, but to date this can not be
verified. A letter written from Los Angeles
1o a friend in the cast discloses a sense of
numor and a clue to his family backgronund:

and hiswinters in
alifornia. Prior 1o
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“Skillman is my middle name, my
mother’s family name —town near Prince-
ton is where the first settlers ol that name
held forth. Around here anyone whose
name ends in ez’ is automatically Mexi-
can. The name Martinez establishes a pre-
sumption in people’s minds that Lim Mexi-
can and not likely to have done much trout
fishing. I solvent, Mexicans become “old
Spanish families”™. 1 fall somewhere in be-
tween being neither one nor the other — 1y
Spanish via New Orleans. All of which has
nothing to do with trout fishing™.

A visitor to the Muartinez residence at
St Andrews Place and Eighth Streetin Los
Angeles about 1990 would have felt that
he was being pleasantly transported into
another world and, if he was a Hy tier or a
fly fisherman. he would have been en-
chunted. Tlis eyes would most certainly
have been drawn first to several split-
bamboo fly rods, fully assembled and
hanging by their tips (1o keep the “set”

out) [rom the vidanee above the wall paper.
A closer examination would have revealed
thut the rods bore such names as Leonard,
Payne. Lew Stoner, cte. He would have
noticed several longish pans containing
witter in which were soaking various sizes
ol Spunish silkworm gut being made ready
for tying into tapered leaders. Nylon
monofilament by this time had made its
advent but many older fishermen were
reluctant to trust a “new-fangled” product
that often slipped a well-tied Turle kunot.
On the walls there were pictures —lish,
fishermen, wildlife, and the scenic beauty
of Yellowstone country in all its unspoiled
splendor. A ¢loset door, pressed into
service as a bulletin board, displayved a
miscellany ol snap shots, magazine clip-
pings, and pending orders for flies, a
number of them with sample flies dimgling
precariously.

Perhaps most fascinating. however, was
a table with an orderly array of boxes ol



Though Don Martines s now best
remembered for popularizing the woolly
worm, the author points oul that he was a
true pioneer in western dry flres. A a matler
of wterest we prosent, opposite, sonie m‘l};um/
Martine: wvmphs and wet flies, including an
unusual crane flv imitation (niddle of upper
row) ticd 1 1934,

Below: an onginal Martines woolly worni.
photographs on page 8 and by John
Merwim.

completed flies ranging from miniscule
dries to, by comparison, gargantuan che-
nitle-hodied, palmer-hackled wets. Also,
there were steelhead panerns oncheavy wire
hooks and standard pattern wets, bt
mostly there were dry [lies—quill-bodied
variants, spiders, bi-visibles, hair-winged
Wallls, and more, for Martinez was a
versatile artist. Despite the variance in
size und style all had the nnmistakable tonch
ol o master eraftsman

By this time the visitor would surely
have noticed that his nostrils were heing,
assitnlted by the penetrating lumes of pava-
dichlorobenzene crystals so extravagantly
used i thot era to ward oll atacks by
moth kivae on leathers and Hies, but even
the possibility of migraine would have been
eludly risked in exchange lov the rare
privilege ol being allowed 10 enter the
sunctum ol one of the world’s Tinest Iy
dressers.

Seated in an old wooden deck chair in
a relaxed. semi-reclined position was
Martinez himsell, nonchaliantly feeding
vartous materils onto a hook secured in
the jaws ol a most unorthodox vise. Now,
the visitor would have become oblivious
to his surroundings while he witched,
entranced, as deft hands worked quickly
and precisely 1o form exquisite small dry

flies with deceptive ease at the rate ol one
every three or lour minutes, Cal Dunbar,
longtime resident of West Yellowstone who,
as a teen-ager growing up in Los Angeles,
wis i frequent visitor in Martinez” home,
deseribes the operation in this munner:

“1used to visit Don by the hour at his
LA home in 1939 thea 1942 (left for the
Marines i 19403 and watch him tie fhes.
He used a Thompson head (in varying
sizes 1o [it the hook size) with a chrome
shalt about 18" long (forearm length ) with
a rubber nut on the end which he placed
ina v deep typewriter ribbon tin mounted
on the left arm of his ohair —as a “socket.”
I've seen him tie quilled dry [lies, 22, 24,
cte., and glance at a book (novel or what-
ever) as he proceeded.”

Rae Servatius, Martinez business asso-
ctate a1 West Yellowstone. adds the follow-
ing commentary:

“He developed the so-called pin vise.
He removed the head part from a table
vise and attached a piece of cane from an
old rod. He cut out the vim from a baking
powder can top hallway around so there
wis o place for the cane handle to rest in,
He nailed the can top 1o the arm ol a
wooden chair and thus he could spin the
vise in the can top and the material he was
holding automatically rolled on the hook.
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Later a metal product company made the
vise with a metal rod, Thompson I think.
I bought many after his passing for flytiers
I emploved up here”

Ray Bergman made this brief bu
interesting observation in his book Trowt:

“Don Martinesz advocates and is the
designer of a hund vise. Tiers who use this
vise need no other tool thun a pair ol
scissors, and they produce flies faster than
tiers using any other method. This way ol
tving is excellent for wet flies, streamers.
and hackle dry [lies. Not only that, but
vou can sit reluxed and comfortable inan
arm-chair while tying, thus avoiding the
fatigue attending tving fhiesat a vise where
you must sit at a desk. table or beneh.”

It is apparent that these vises went
through a natural period of transition and
refinement. The one with the bumboo
fishing rod extension was evidently the
original and was discarded in fuvor of a
maore advanced model. Those presumably
made by Thompson had a chrome shaft
that evidently screwed directly into the
threaded bushing at the rear of the vise
harrel, and the hook was sccured by
operating the lever just as would be done
with a table vise. The vise that Martinez
was using at the time of his death also had
a metal shaft but it was hinged and was
snapped open or shut 1o release or secure
the hook. The long shalt and the barrvel ol
the vise had 1o be in o straight line with
cuch other so that as the shalt was rotated
the vise jaws turned in the same plane. as
with a lathe, or a treadle-operated vise
such s is used by Sig Barnes. wite of Pat
Barnes, a lamous West Yellowstone guide.

Many close [riends, clients, and neigh-
bors of Martinez in his vears at West
Yellowstone are as one in crediting him
with the creation of the long-lamous
“Woolly Worm™ trout {ly. Col. Joseph D.
Bates. Jr., in Streamers and Bucktails ex-
presses the opinion that creation should
be left to the Deity and the more modest
word “origination” should be applied to
fly patterns. In this particular case 1 would
wo a step further and suggest that a more
fitting word would he “adaptation™ or
“variation”. There is no doubt in my mind
that the pattern(s) that we know today (und
have known for over forty vears) were
unguestionably first conceived by Don
Martinez, but that in so doing he merely
altered o very old concept to bring into
being the extremely elfective lure that has
resulted in the demise or, at least, the
deception of countless numbers of large
trout, particalarly those residing in western
waters. Ray Bergman, writing in his book
Trout, veported Martinez as saying (ve the
Black Woolly Worm :

“This is probably the most popular
number that was ever commercialized. They
were not original with me but were derived
from a very old Missouri bass [ly ol
somewhat similar design. 1 was merely
the first to make them commercially as a
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trout fly, or to be more accurate, trout
lure. Black is perhaps the best number.”

The forerunner of the *Woolly Worm™,
regardless of whether this later variation
was first tied in Montana or Missouri. was
the “Palmer” (Soldier Palmer. Red Tag
Palmer, Grey Palmer. Gold Palmer, Red
Palmer, Black Palmer. ete.); and the antig-
uity of this type of trout fly construction
s well established by AL Courtney Williams
(Trout Flies, A Discussion and a Dictionary,
1931). wherein he wrote:

“According to Ronalds all Palmers
represent hairy caterpillars such as those
ol the Tiger, Ermine and Fox Moth, all of
which are better known to most of us as
‘woolly hears’,

The Palmer is almost the oldest British flv,
and Izaak Walton refers to it in The
Compleat Angler as follows: "My, Barker
commends several sorts ol Palmer [lies,
not only those ribbed with silver and gold,
but others that have their bodies all made
with black. or some with red, and @ red
hackle!”

The mame Palmer” may seem i curious
one. In the days of the Crosades it was a
term used for warriors who had returned
from the Holy Land, sinee it was the custom
amongst them 1o bring back branches ol
palm. It became applied o crterpillars
because of their nomadic habits. The [lies
subsequently took their name from the
caterpillars they are supposed to repre-
sent”

The proper method of constructing the
“Woolly Worm™, despite its apparent
simplicity. has always been a controversial
opic among {ly dressers. One of these
discussions centers around whether the
palmer hackle should be applied so the
filaments lean towird the eve or the hend.
Another is whether the hackle should be
tied in at the shoulder or near the tail,
There is little question but that the hackle
can be made more secure and durable il
the quill is reinforced by binding it with
thread, wire or tinsel ribbing, but which is
better and whether it should be done at all
is often contested.,

Some carly Martinez patterns possessed
by The Muscum of American Fly Fishing
have the hackle lilaments facing forward
in the direction of the eye. A pattern tied
by him and shown in a color plae in
Fortune Magazine (May 1946) also shows
the hackle facing forward. It is evident,
too. that the quill was tied in by the butt
and wound forward as there is a diminution
ol lilament length from bend to eye. In
the fly pictured the hackle is reinforced
with a narrow [lat gold tinsel ribbing.

The most popular pattern, very likely
the original one, has a thick. black chenille
body palmered with a grizzly hackle. Tiers
who made these flies for Martinez say that
the tinsel rib was stundard. The short red
[loss or wool tag has always been considered
a part of the original pattern but it is often
omitted by modern-day tiers.

Don and Mary Martine: posed for this
porvtratt i 'Y 11 s of special interest
hecause it shows his personal version of his flv
tving vise as well as a few of lus drv flies. '
photo courtesy of Bud Lillv.

I had often heard that Martinez tied
“Woolly Worms™ without the aid of a vise
while he talked to and waited on customers
in his West Yellowstone shop. Mrs, Rae
Servatius, first lady of West Yellowstone
[Ty fishers, who tied fhes Tor Donand Later
wil

a business associate, had many oppor-
tunities to observe him and this s what
she wrote me:

“Don did tie while waiting on cus-
tomers. He held the hook by the eyve in
his lelt hand and wrapped the material
with his right hand, but he did this only
on lurge Woolly Worms that he could get
a good hold on—and only on rush orders.”

The metamorphosis ol Don Manrtines
as @ ter and user of dry Hlies is very
interesting. When he came to West Yellow-
stone about 1932-39 and opened a small
shop ina corner of the old Totem Cale he
was probably the livst commercial tier to
bring with him to that hittde vurval com-
munity, possibly even to the State ol
Montana, a real knowledge of how 1o
properly tie and fish dry [lies.

Although he s best remembered be-
cianse of the “Woolly Worm™ there is little
question that at the outset his real love
was for quill-bodied, sparsely-hackled,
brunch-wing dry fhies, and that he ted them
so well that they compared lavorably with
those produced by the Durbees, the Dettes,
and other eastern experts. One gets the
feeling, too. that hisability 10 tie such flies
was i source of great pride and satisfaction
to him.

Alter several vears of trving to educate
woestern fly fishermen 1o appreciate the
superiority of lightly«dressed (lies he
reluctantly resigned himsell 1o the facts of
life. Western dry [y fishermen, ignorant
as they were of the niceties of the Houating
Iy, believed then (as they do now) that
the important qualities of a dry {ly were
Hoatability, visibility and durability, per-
haps with small streams and spring crecks
excepted. In g letter to Preston Jennings
(February 1939) Martinez expressed his
feelings in this manner:

“For my own use, and lor a limited
number of my customers I prefer a lly
with a scanty hackle. However in order to
please the majority of the people 1 work
for it is necessary to make a pretty bulky
fly. In the samples T am sending yvou
separately the hackle is a bit longer and
more of it than T like, but in order to
induce people to use my stallat all T have
to make them this way. There is no profit
in my making flies that will never get
used.”
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FISHING GUIDE

By DONALD S. MARTINEZ
West Yellowstone, Mont.

DON’S TACKLE SHOP

There i mo better wout bishing 1egion with some esperts going to 3%, which i

it the United States than the section within
o radus ot 100 miles aound Welt Yollow-
stine.  Bigger Tnh may be takan during »
briel period n the Bl i eenain Seeslhesd
rivers emptyng into ihe Pacilic, and there
are places whetw a greater oumber of foh
My be caught 81 times, BUt considering the
great variety of watiur, weather condions,
Desuty o scemery, accomibility, large avers
age vize of finh, long soason and safe walfing
s district s without » . Thete e
hundreds. of mules of lage o funnng
besude the highways, and dther hundreds of
mies gl open water 10 be resched by vide
vaahh or walls  Practicolly all of thw
water 5 0n public lond, edher Notonal Park
or Nahwno! Fatest, open ta the public,

This mep s oely an cutline of the avall
able twhung. It will help you plan veuo
hime to sdvactoge, however.  Space does
net pereat a full dewcription of each place
Whinre the map itiall i stincure, or the test
W not ciear, pledve call on W the wore
for fulles infurmation.  Conditions vaey from
tite 10 tve. & steetch of water that wes
bacren i June may be extellent in Auguat
1t % our busingss o heep posted

GAME LAWS

To waure contnued [ood lisheg the
authotites both in and cut of the Puk -
B = teen 4
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pethops ton Light far satety in web fly fishe
g whare the fnh average better than two
povndr A asretul dey fly man can got aiong
with 3% gur, sarely popping off a (ly, bur
will done flies right along wheen lishing met
with gut finer than 11X, Howeeer, the
wreater nutbier ol strkes dae 10 the use
of haht leadérs compensates for the loss of
. oocayionad fly.

Favorite dry fly patterns  inclode  the
Adarm, Biren's Favorite, Dumhom, Special
Girger Quill and me Bevivbles. During the
month of June long hackled Varanh oo
a 12 hook wark well, dun 10 the prevence
ol the Brown Doke o the water, but later
sl fhes do better. At times vize 16s

tenced faherman Knows with.
e best dey Hes are apt to
e mall 1n sieq and dhill in color, The nearer
they apgroach the natural insects in size and
outline, the more Likaly they are 10 work

Here again pattern i less ampoctant than Par

wud Hoating qualities.

Cammencimg m 1938 we began callochng
and clasifying natural tout stream inyecty
Triom beth the Modaon sod the Snike River
watersheds. 1 iy owr intentun to continue
cullecting the imects wn winch the  trout
foed and 1o work out artiticials with 1he co-
wgul.un ol certam vepert fhermen

water al fhe river charnel
hoats ¢ waders nended.

2. The South Furk.  Turm nght on Lake
Srore road Imarked with vign) 4 1 miles Wesr
ol town on 191 as chove, whore strasght
stretch of bghwoy ends. The stream may
Be meschod by tuming ot on any of several
wede roadds 10 the et after deving two miles
0 the woidh  Pestect Diyifly woter, trout
avorage 18 inches, mestly rainbows.  Hip
boury are wulliciont.

3 The Perinuda —

fbx\ speevhomreter a5 you furn ol main
ghway onto Lake Shore Hood  Go 4,1
il -M T ol Like Shore Koad 10 your
fetr. Fody anywhire ceound this peninsula,
particuiarly in the Bey channel runs
Youth alang the eost wde of the paint,
d can bo reached by wadng  The west
wile of the paint may be lished fram vhore
Grayling ste takon here at times.

A Mouth ol the Madiseer. 3.5 mules
Horth of fown, tuon Jeft at Lake Shore Road
th arw out 5 miles atter loaving
Nighway  Fve ran of slow snaving water for
ather mymphs o wetdlics.  High waders

Wet fligs best,

eceded here

5 Crtma Madicn Rt ond tuen fety 300
yards at top of grade, Ptk s grove of pine
trees o halt mile west of highway,  River
annet nuns aling the shore of the ke

Dy Boots mauiced bere. Tre dry flies ve nymobn

upper left: Donald Martines, fishing a
favorite stream near West Yellowstone,
probably in the carly 19505, This drawing was
produced by artist Georgine MacGarvev
from a poorly printed photograph in an old
magazine.
lower left: Martine: was porhaps the first in
s regton to dssue periodic bulletins about his
shop and the fishimg in the area. This one was
sent by hiom to Preston Jennings about 1140,
The Guide also contained a map of the
country around West Yellowstone with hints
on how to fish the waters,
right: a selection of Martine: drv flies, sent by
hint to Preston Jennings during their lengthy
correspondence. The two flies on the upper
right, with grouse-feather wings, were part of
Qs “Pictoriad " mav fly sertes. To the left of
the twp flvis a “Chocolate Dun,” then a
“Ciordan " (with a hair wing), then a “Mul-
Huckled Variant " with a mixture of oversized
brown and grizzly hackles. I the center of the
groupy s a “Bireh’s Favorie, " with a turn of
partridge hackle ahead of its davker brown
hackle. The three flies in the foreground are
“Reversed ('m/(h's"/mll('l'lls. Al the (lies. puart
of the Preston Jennings Collection, were
donated to the Muscum by George Stagg.
photograph courtesy of CNM. Haller.

By 1953 he had capitulated completely
and was now tying what he called “rough
water dry fhies”™ with bodies made from
caribou hair. They were, by his own
admission, more shaggy and bulky than
the "Rat-faced McDougal™ and the “Trre-
sistible™ after which they were Fashioned.
Iis radical withdrawal from previously
held opinion is apparent in a letter 1o
Freld & Stream (1953) in which he sad:

“Iguess every dry [y user has quietly
gone nuts trving to keep his fly Hoating in
fast water. Usually the best rise takes place
at sundown or thereafter, By then the line
is sogey, the wrist and hand are tived, and
itis murder trying to et the fly to Hoat.

Night after night last summer on the
lower Mudison I kept wishing to Heaven
I had o My that would really Hout and tha
I could see vight up to full dark.

Well, anyway. I made up some flies
with clipped caribou hair bodies along
the lines of the Irresistible, but made the
bodies oversize so that the air held in the
spongy hair olfset the weight of the hook
and made a positive Hoater.

Of course sty with a bulky body looks
clumsy and I didn’t think they'd work on
large, smart fish in clear shallow water.
'spuclll allv, Tthought they'd be worthless
in the Firchole and in Flat Creek at Jackson,
Wyoming. In the pust we alwiays used 16°
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and I8's very lightly dressed. Anyway, these

bulky

as the shim-bodied affairs we'd alwayvs used

thies not only worked Tully as well
in the past; they worked even beter
Martinez was never an imitationist in
the generally accepted sense or use of the
he had an aversion to what
Fle did,

however, in keeping with the thinking of

m fact
he termed “Louis Rhead-ish™ [hes

word

most of our renowned dry [y dressers, try
to produce artificials that had some resem
blance to the naturals that were hatching

on the waters where he lished. Unlike most

ol the tiers in the early part of this century

itis possible that he did have some lormal
education in the study ol aquatic insects.
In one of his letters 1o Jennings, he said

“One ol the many regrets is the fact
that | dozed through a course in limnology
under Dr. Needham. 1 ook it with the
vague idea that it might help my trom
fishing, which it probably would if 1 had
studied harder.”

A\ thorough reading of other letters in
this fascinating exchange of ideas between

these two men leads one to helieve that

Muartinez was modest and self-effacing in
his assessment of himsell and that he knew
a great deal more about rout stream
entomology than he professed to know
Oune ol his clients for whom he often served
as a guide once told Cal Dunbar, “Don
studied the bugs in school —he knows them!™

His experiments (Field & Stream, June
1953) 10 determine how a dry [y floating
on the surface might appear to the trout
were rudimentary compared to the many
sophisticated scientific studies that have

been conduated since, but they do reveal
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an inquisitive and practical mind.
He did not believe in pattern as being
ol the utmost importance in dry flies but

confessed that he was a “sucker™ for some —
“the Adams. and similar fhies combimng
brown and Plvmouth Rock hackles, will
get my vote every time.” he said, I one
reads fishing journals roday with any de-
gree of regularity he will often see this
sume allegiance requently expressed. THs
own lavorite fly was one he called the
“Quill Adams™, but which in the Jackson
Hole country of Wyoming, was called
“Whitcraft”, so named in honor of Tom
Whiteralt, the then Superintendent ol
Grand Teton National Park and ardem
dry [ly fisherman.

During the 1930's the word “conserva-
tionist™ in respect 1o 1irout was seldom

spoken or written in the western states,
perhaps to a lesser extent in Montana than
elsewhere, Trout were large and numerons
and there was a pervasive idea that they
always would be. Anyone who caught and
released hish was considered cecentric or

“show-oll”. Under these circumstances i

is enlightening and refreshing 10 repon
what Don Martinez wrote at that time in
his “Fishing Guide:

“We are always grateful Tor the loun ol
an exceptionally large trout for display
purposes but we deplorve contests and
competitions based on size or numbers ol
fish caught regardless of methods em-
ployved. Competition has no place in trout
fishing. A large catch of average-sized lish
is interesting chiefly 1o the person that
caught them. Well-meaning people olten
offer us fish as a gift. We can not use them.
Unless vou intend to ship out a catch,
please return surplus trout to the water. It
is harder at first to put back a good lish
than 11 15 1o catch it but returning good
fish can be made a habit like anything
else. Some of the best fishermen do not
carry i basket or a net, veleasing all their
fish except an occasional very large speci-
men.”

There is no question that Martinez was
i conservationist at a time when it was not
wise or prudent for a tackle shop operator

John Fishburu of Bend, Oregon, recently
donated this orginal Martines vise (o the
Muscum. Mre. Fishburn s father ook fly tving
lessons from Don Martives, and My, Fishbon
himself wovked for Dan at his West
Yellowstone shop an 1M1 The vise has a
simple car-antenna extension yod attached (o
i, apparently one of the varations Martines
trivd over the years

1o be one. It is only because there were
such individuals then that so much good
trout fishing still remains now.

Martinez had a Lige clientele and spent
a great deal of his time guiding “summer™
fishermen. Te knew many prominent men,
such as lishing magazine editors and
writers—he lished often with Ray Bergnum
There were others, too: bankers. executives,
amd expert fly lishermen. For the most
part he liked these men and got along
well with them, but there were others who
found him to be awtocratic and abrasive.
Shop customers said that at times he was
downright rude. wloof and uniriendly. In
letters o Jennings he deseribed some ol
his clients as “club-footed peasants™ und
others as "masquerading as dry-fly lisher-
men”. Having known the long hours and
pressures ol tackle shop operation in West
Yellowstone mysell T oan perhaps under-
stand better than most that these outbursts
were most likely aberrations ol his true
character.

Don Maurtinez left West Yellowstone
and operated o tackle shop in Jackson,
Wyoming, during World War T although
his shop was operated lor two vears by his
partner, Rae Servatins. after he depurted.
Lle did not Live o long lile, passing away
in Los Angeles about 1935, but he is well
and fondly remembered in Montana and
Wyoming both as an exceptional Hy tier.a
skilltul fly fisherman. and an individual
who loved our great rivers and wanted to
preserve them for others,

Ihe author wishesto thank the [ollowing
individuals for their assistance in the
preparation of this article: Cal Dunbar,
My, Rae Servatius. Pat Barnes, and Bud
Lilly, all of West Yellowstone, Montana,
and Dave Bascom of Oakland, California.

George Grantis best known as the authorof
two widely acclaimed fly tying books, Montana
Trout Flies and The Master Fly Weaver,
and for hus long and fruitful editorship of Mon-
tana’s River Rat, His contributions to western
angling history have appeared frequently in
The American Fly Fisher,



Royal Coachman

Perhaps no American fly has hecome
better known than the Royal Coachman,
Its name had the right combination of ro-
mance and classto appeal even to non-fish-
ermen, and the Ty itsell has such o com-
manding appearance that few fishermen
can keep from having at least one or two in
their fly boxes. Iisqualitiesasa flish catcher
have been debated and challenged, but its
market appeal is universally proven. Nu-
merous variants have appeared over the
vears, so that the Roval Coachman is now
actually o family of (lies including wets,
dries, and streamers (very few Hies are made
in all three types).

The genealogy of the Royal Coachman
has been traced belore, through the writings
ol Twentieth Century writers such as Jen-
nings. Flick, Smedley, and Gingrich. The
pattern has undergone continnous recon-
stderation and revision, so that most ol the
modern forms are distinetly unlike the orig-
inal. On pages sixteen and seventeen we
present both an original and several of its
grandchildren.

The original is a priceless specimen
from the Museum’s Orvis Collection. This
[y served as the model for the color plate
of the Royal Coachman in Mary Orvis Mar-
bury’s Favorite Flics und Their Histortes, pub-
lished in 1892, The Orvis family was inti-
mately associated with the origin of this fa-
maous pattern, and to the best of our knowl-
edge this v was tied by Mary hersell

The Hly seems to have been originated
by a prominent New York commercial fly
tier named John Hatley. According 1o
Mary, writing in Favorite Flies, Hailey de-
veloped the pattern in 1878 Within a few
vears it was well enough known that Charles
Orvis. Mary's fatherand one ol the leading
tackle dealers of the day. was moved 1o
write to Forest and Stream with a detailed
biography of the (ly. We reprint the rele-
vant portions ol his letter below. We begin
in the middle of his letter, which was in
parta response to another Forestand Stream
correspondent whose pen name was“White
Hackle." The fly tier that Orvis mentions

was the Johin Hatley referred 1o above. As
a matter of curiosity we have retained the
spelling and punctuation as itwas in Orvis’s
letter:

In looking through my fly-case |
often call to mind the history of cach va-
riety, and I sometimes wonder ifa little
memorandum of the same would intime
become ol interest.

The royul conchman mentioned by
“White Hackle™ was first offered to pur-
chasers by me. It did not, however, origi-
nate with me. The fly-tyer I mentioned
long ago sent to me a sample of the
same, saying, “I have just been ticing
some flies to order fora gentleman. 1le
sitvs he likes the coachman better than
any other [ly, but he finds it very frail,
and he wants me to tie some with red
silk in the middle, to make them
stronger.and healso wantsa little sprig
ol wood duck fora jib (tail). Tsend youa
fly to see. | think it quite handsome.™

This inclosed fly had o white wing,
brown hackle, peacock body, bound in
the center with red silk, and il of wood
duck feather with the black and white
bars. 1 kept this fly for some time,
showing it to several people. One eve-
ning a number were gathered around
table looking at the flies. My fomily,
My Horace T, Dunn, of California, and
Mr. L. C. Ovvis, ol Tartord, Conn,,
were present discussing the propriety
ol every fly having o name, numbers
giving them little or no individuality. |
said, “But what is one to do? | do not
propose 1o name flies. We have too many
names already.” “Why not?” say they.
“1 you mike a new combination name
it. Else it will never be popular. No one
can remember o distinguish flies by
numbers; they get confused. A name
lixesa [y in your mind.” “Well," 1 an-
swer, "that may be: but look, here is this
Iy, o handsome fly: it is similar to a
coachman, but it is not a coachman.
There is but one couchman: that is the

fly we all know, with a white wing, pea-
cock body and bhrown hackle.”

“Twilltell vou,” exclaimed Mr. L. C.
Orvis, “that is an extra fine coachman:
all that scarlet makes it quite magnifi-
cent —call it—call i1—the roval coach-
man!” This scemed suitable, so the fly
was christened. Not long after T pub-
lished a list of flies, and included the
“roval” coachman in the number.

Later 1 received o letter from an
angler in Wagon Wheel Gap. Coloradao,
saying: 1 wish you would make a coach-
man lor me with all the gilton it possible.
I believe such a fly would be stronger
and more taking.”

Wetied the ies, making the body of
gilt, with only a neck or ruff of peacock
harl,and it proved most acceprable hoth
to the man for whom it was designed
and to the fish of Colorado. We have
made many dozens for that country, and
itseemed 1oo good a fly not to be added
tathe list, so the “gilt” coachman received
a place.

The red-tip coachman and lead-wing
coachman had been known in the trade
long before I entered it, but I feel
responsible Tor the innovation of the
royval and gilt coachman, and here
conless and account for the sime.,

This letter appeared in Forestand Stream
on February 5, 1885, 50 we see how quickly
the Royal Couchman was revised.

It appeared in both trout and “lake"”
versions in the Orvis-Cheney hook Fishing
with the Fly in 1883, The one presented on
page sixteen was listed as a “Lake Fly" in
Marbury’s 1892 book. According to Harold
Smedley, in Flv Patterns and Their Oviging
(Fourth edition, 1950), it was first tied asa
fan wing dry [ly by the famous Caskill fly
tier Theodore Gordon. If the fan wing
was preceded by some other type of floating
pattern, we have not seen mention of it in
print. Have any of our readers?

According to Smedley. Gordon thought
the fish took the fan wing Royal Coachman

Page 15



for a flying unt, but apparently Gordon
changed his mind about this. Writing to
fellow fly tier Roy Steenrod in 1914, Gordon
satd “What the wout takes R. Coachmaun
for, when fished dry, 1 cannot imagine. 1
do not use it, except water is colored, but
lots of men do, and kill with it.” Gordon
was perhaps the first angler to resist using
this colorful pattern because it just didn’t
look like anything: many later anglers had
the sume problem with it

Gordon wasn't far ofl in his suggestion
of anant imitation; in some ways the Royal
Coachman wasnt a bad imitation of the
prevailing ant mnitations of the time. The
Red Ant pattern in Marbury's book dil-
lered from the Royal Coachman in having

Page 16
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a brown rather than & white wing and in
having « tult of peacock herl only @t the
end of the body rather than both fore and
aftof the red silk band. but in grossappear-
ance the two patterns are similar

Ihe tults are mteresting in other re
spects. Nowadays, with the exception ol an
occasional attempt to imitate the egg sac ol
some insect, very few fly patterns feature a
butt that is larger in diameter than the
body. In Marbury'sday it wasdilferent. Fa-
vorite Flies and Thewr Histories shows nearly
thirty putterns with a tult ofherl or chenille
at the butt: many of these patterns had a
similar tuft at the shoulder, differing in
appearance lrom the Royal Coachmun only
in color. The Royal Governor had a herl

body withia green bund in the middle, The
Lady of the Lake had a herl body with asil-
ver hand in the middle. So did the Shad
Fly. The Marston, a bass [ly, had a white
chenille body with a silver bund, The
Mather had a herl body with a lime-green
band.

Banded and tified panerns were equally
common i the Orvis-Chieney book Fishimg
with the Fly of 18843, so it's difficult 1o tell
how much influence the very popular Royal
Coachman had on the development of other
pitterns, It s interesting, though, to see
that all of the tufted or banded patterns,
which were quite common then (morve than
ten percent of the patterns in Marbury's
book). huve virtually disappeared except



for the Royal Coachman.

The Marbury pattern itself is slightly
fancier than modern versions, having a ta-
pered tag that is rarely seen today. Also,
most modern tiers use golden pheasant
tips rather than wood duck for the tail.

On page seventeen we present i samp-
ling of later Royal Coachman patterns, all
driesexcept forasingle wet fly. The wet fly
wits tied by Preston Jennings, who did much
to repopularize the pattern when he sug-
gested its probable similurities to the fsony-
chia mayflies, a suggestion heralded by
Arnold Gingrich, who published Jennings's
theories in “There is a Royual Coachman,”
an article in Esquire in 1956, Below the wet
fly is a fan wing version, also by Jennings.

Below it is4 fan wing version tied by George
Parker Holden, author of Streameraft and
I'he Idvl of the Split Bamboo. Holden was re-
cently written about by Hoagy Carmichael
in the Fall, 1981 issue of The American Fly
Fisher. His Royal Coachman was probably
tied in the late 1920s or early 1930s.and the
Jennings [lies were probably tied in the
1950s. Next to the Holden fly is a fun wing
by the famous Charles De Feo, a master
salmon fly tier and artist. We don’t have a
date for this one, but it was probably pro-
duced inthe early 1950s. Above itisanother
fun wing, this one tied by Joseph Mes-
singer, the West Virginia tier who devel-
oped the Irresistible. Above it is a spent
wing (with double hackle-point wings) dry

photographs by Don Gray

fly tied by John Alden Knight, author of
several well-known fly fishing books in the
1930s and 1940s and originator of the
Solunar Tables.

The Jennings, Messinger, and De Feo

patterns are part of the Preston Jennings

sllection donated by George Stagg. The
Holden version was given to us by Katha-
rine Holden, and the Knight fly was a recent
gift from John Rockwood.

The Royal Coachman continues to
evolve and adapt. There are many varia-
tions besides the ones shown here, and we
hope that some day someone will 1ake the
time to produce a thorough catalog of pat-
terns, including regional favorites and
patterns that have faded from view.
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John Shaw of Drumlanrig

and the natural history of Atlantic salmon, 1840

by Alec Jackson

& The importance ol John Shaw’s
J work can be best illustrated by a
note found i Westwood and Satch-
ell: *Mr. Shaw's experiments, chiel-
ly undertaken to establish the iden-
tity of the pary and salmon, were
the beginnings of lish-culture in
Great Britain.™ and by William Scrope’s
words: “NMr. Shaw's ingenious experiments
have lately had a very wide cirealation:
but still 1 have thought it proper to make
a very short abstract of them, as they are
of 100 great importance to be omitted in
any publication relating to salmon. .
For the scientific and successtul experi-
ments of M. Shaw, the Keith medual was
awarded to him lor the biennial period ol
1838 and 1839; it is of gold, and of the in-
trinsic value of sixty guineas,™

Before John Shaw's experiments most
naturalists were of the opinion that part
woere i distinet species and that the younyg

of salmon attained smolt size and departed
the rivers, in lavor ol the occans. a lew
weeks after hatching. Consequently, at-
tempts 1o protect sulmon were conlounded
since parr were not considered sulmon and
their unrvestricted slanghter was allowed.
Prior to John Shaw a lew individuals
did recognize that parewere young salmon:
among them, William Scrope and the poet
Jumes Hogg. William Scrope concluded.
ten yvears before John Shaw's experiments,
that parr were young salmon.* Two vears
helore John Shaw's experiments James
Hogg expressed the opinion that pare were
young salmon and, as Alex Russel informs
us, was ridiculed =L previousto the deci-
sive experiments, Jumes Hogg, the Ertrick
Shepherd, gave the world some very good
reasons ol his own lor holding the parr 1o
be the young ol the salmon, . This
however, had little eflect, beyoned raising a
crop ol jokes about the license of poets in
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general and ol poet Hogg in particular.™?
Professor James Wilson deseribes atti-
tudes at thetime John Shaw performoed his
experiments and likens natural history
writers of the day to o flock of sheep: =B
(1o digress again for a moment] writers on
this, and innumerable other subjects, may
be likenaed toa Hock ol sheep ... Now vour
men wal writes are just precisely animals
ol this deseription. baring (we fear and
mourn), that then coats are ke more thread-
bare, themselves more gaunt and grim,
and thetr other habits rather those of fleee-
ing than being Heeced. They lor a time
(and many times) compose conlusedly some
huddled statement, of which one portion
knocks the other down, and the spread of
knowledge looks extremely thin, till some-
one bolder or more desperate than the rest
(or driven by fear or hunger). makes a

sudden spring upwards into the world ol
imagination, where he inventsa round un-
varnished tale of circamstantial truth, . ..
Away go the others through that glorious
gap: ... But of John Shaw he says: “Bul
then comes a sturdy observer actually with
his eyes open, and finds that il he chooses
to use them he can seesso he hies him to the
wood (that Birken Shaw is sinewy, 1ough,
and strong), cuts his rod, and laying about
among the “contributors,” he ‘whips the
offending Adam out of them” in less than
no time—and stating the simple vath o
the discomfited philosophers, he broadly

A fine steel engraving published in The
British Angler’s Muanual, by 70 C. Hoflund,
i IS8, Though his tllustrations were
superbly produced, Hoflund otherwise
followed the example of many fishing writers
of the tnne who semply quoted earlicr writers
on subjects like natural historv: he accepted
carlior reports that sabmon hatel i April or
Mav and weigh seven pounds by July.




illustrates the dilference between what
Wordsworth calls "A Fact and an Imagi-
nation”.” Alex Russel has recorded how many
reacted. “Amidst ull these self-satisfied, and
only self-satisfied theorists, Mr. Shaw —
head-keeper to the Duke of Buceleuch at
Drumbanrig Castle—appeared, in 1836, with
his measurements, his plates, and his dates,
the results of careful and repeated experi-
ments —und almost instantly the whole tribe
turned on him asa common enemy. ¢ Only
alter the Stormontlicld experiments, re-
ported by William Brown? and Robert
Buist®, did John Shaw receive some of the
recognition he deserved.,

John Shaw's experiments showed that
pare are the young of salmon which. two
vears alter hatching, become smolts and
leave the rivers in favor of the oceans. His
experiments were reported in three papers.
The first two were published in The Edin-
burgh New Philosophical Jowrnal in 1836 and
18381 The third, the most complete and

This map of the famous “fish-farm “al
Stormontfield, on the River Tav. where
Shaw s work was vindicated, appeared i an
article on "Fish-Culture tn Americe " in
Iarper’s New Monthly Magazine in
November, 1868, Ta guote from the article,
“The water source of these ponds is a mill-
race (A), which runs parvallel to the viver Tay
and a few hundred vards distant fromat. The
Sfiltering-pond (B) and the hatching-pond or
boxes (C)are built nearby in a shaded glen,
and connected with the mill-stream by a
sluice (M) so arranged so that the supply of
water can be regulated.” The watering trough
(E) distributed the water to the hatching
hoxes, 180 in pumber, cach being two feet
square and three inches deep. The trough
(F-T-G) served to release water and smolts to
the reservoir (D) from which bath were
released as desived back to the River v

trough (P-1-R).
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thus most interesting. was published in the
Transactions of the Roval Society of Edinhurgh
in IR0, having been read before the Sao-
ciety on December 160 183900 1t contains
one superh coloved phie (reproduced here
and showing the development of salmon
from ovi to age two vears) at least equal in
quality to those fornd o William Yarrell's
long recognized masterpicee of 183090 In
addition to John Shaw’s illustrations there
are other omstanding coloved plates in salm-
on literature that were prepared using speci-
mens collected by hime: for example. a plae
in William Scrope’s book! (showing that
when a smolt’s scales are removed, parr
marking cin be seen)and some of the mag-
nilicent sea-trout plates published by Siv
William Jurdine

Considering the importance ol John
Shaw's experiments, and the gquality of his
illustrations, it is dilficult to explain why
his work is not better known today. Possibly
some anthors ol cornerstone works in salm-
on literature should be blamed. Their omis-
sions, ervors and lack ol honesty robbed
John Shaw of the recognition duce him.
This point can be ilustrated by reference
1o Edward Fizgibbon's The Book Of The
Salmon, long acknowledged as one of the
most important works to treat its subject
and much prized by colleetors. !

In 1847 Edward Fitzgibbon published
A Handbook Of Angling and included in i
the results of John Shaw’s experiments,
Yetin IR he vejected John Shaw's find-
ings and embraced the ideas of Andrew

The color plate from Shaw’s 1840 report,
shown here shightly reduced from its full size.
The plate was hand-colored, and served as
the model for the later, better-known,
tllustrations in Fitzgthbon’s The Book of the
Salmon (I1850). Alec Johnson loaned us his
personal copy of the Shaw report, from which
this color /lltlll' is rc/mnlun'cl‘ He obtamed it
i 1979, in very poor condition (“it arvived in
a mortuary sack.” he recently told us). e
had the entive report deacidified, restored,
and silk-reinforced by a leading British
expert, and then had wt beautifully bound.
The colors have not been modified or
enhanced in anv way.

Young to the extent that Andrew Young's
mame accompanies hisown on the title page
ol The Book Of The Salmon'® This was u
surprising change of direction, especially
when considered in the light of what Alex
Russel tells us: “Mr. Young's evidence, how-
ever. wias to a great extent vitiated by two
cuuses. e failed o give an adequate
account ol the conditions under which his
experiments were carried on —the construe-
tion of the ponds. the care taken to prevem
the mixing of broods, the constuney of the
wateh kept over the growihs in short, he
omitted evervihing that vendered My,
Shaw’s contributions to the question valu-
able and interesting. On one side, therefore,
we have the evidence of an experimentor
who told us minutely all he had done: and
on the other, the evidence of an experi-
menter who declined 1o 1ell anything but
that he had made experiments, Further,
Mr. Young had. rather oddly and unluckily,
told the Roval Society of Edinburgh, in
1843, that he “entively agreed” with My,
Shaw; whilst the experiments on which he
lounded his subsequently expressed dis-
agreement with Mr. Shaw, were made in
1841,

This change ol direction raises ques-
tions about the judgment and motives of
Edward Fizgibbon. Was he in some way
trving to repay his Iriend Andrew Young
lor the salmon lishing he had enjoyved on
the Duke of Sutherland’s water? After all,
Andrew Young did manage the Duke’s
lisheriesand Edward Fitzgibbon did enjoy
sport on the Shin.

There are three colored plates in The
Book Of The Sabmon which show the develop-
ment of the salmon from ovam to smolt.

Plate 6 (lucing page 220) contains live
tllustrations:

L. Ovamthe day belore being hatched
2. One day old

3. Two months

4. Four months

5. Six months

Plate 7 (facing page 224) contains two
illustrations:

6. Eight months
7. Ten months

Plate 8 (facing page 220) also contains

two illustrations:

8, Eleven months

9. Twelve months or smolt
There are some noticeable differences in
the quality of these three plates. Plate 6 s
superh and the five illustrations in it ave
identical with the first five in John Shaw's
plate vreproduced here. Plates 6 and 8 are
ol a lower quality and were undoubtedly
prepared using specimens provided by An-
drew Young since on page 228 Edward
Fitzgibbon writes: “The reader is urged 1o
bear in mind that our larger drawings are
after specimens " horn and bred” in the river
Shin, and not [rom ova or [ry taken from
that viver and transferved to spawning-beds
or ponds fed by water procecding from
another source.” Edward Fitzgibbon issilent

about the origin of Plate 6: no wonder
sinee he copied it from John Shaw, a man
whose work he professes to have rejected —
hardly the act of an honest author.
Edward Fitzgibbon closes his chapter
on the natural history of the salmon with:
A very great error exists somewhere. Is it
oursor Me. Shaw's? Time will el Time
did tell Time has judged John Shaw to be
“the emperor whao found Rome brick and
leftitmarble” since, as the opening passage
Irom Chapter Tol W. L. Calderwood’s book
The Life Of The Sabmon says: “The Stor-
montlicld experiments on the Tay. al-
though they at first gave new vigour to
those who disbelieved Shaw. ultimately,
alter the long dispute deseribed by Russel
in his book on the salmon, hecame a vindi-
cation of the Drumlanrig results . ..
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Museum Trustee Alec Jackson livesin Ken-
more, Washington and is an avid collector of
hooks on sulmon fishing and natural history.
He isa frequent contributor to The American
Fly Fisher.
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Yellowstone Fishes in the Mind of Man

The evolution of trout management in a wilderness setting

by John D. Varley and Paul Schullery

© The Yellowstone region was used
by native Americans for thousands
of years belore European man
arrived. Archeological evidence of
fishing is common around Yellow-
stone Lake: before native Ameri-
— cans acquired horses and were
better able to pursue big game, fish were
olten an important part of their daily dict

The first known white men appeared
in the Yellowstone region shortly aler
1800, scarching lor beaver. Thev were
followed by an assortment of trappers.
prospectors, and adventurers, but formal
exploration of the park area did not occur

D

This article ts reprinted with the publisher’s
permission from the book Freshwater
Wilderness: Yellowstone Fishes and
Their World, by John D. Varley and Paul
Schullery, to be published in the spring of
1982 by the Yellowstone Library and Muscum
Association, Yellowstone Park. Wyonnng.
821490,
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until the Late 1860s and carly 18705, Becanse
ol a few important expeditions bhetween
1869 and 1871, the wonders ol the Yellow-
stone platean became more widely known.
A few enthusiastic individuals campaigned
1o have the area set aside as o federal
preserve. and in 1872 Yellowstone bhecame
our lirst national park. Very few people
noticed, or cared, and those that did soon
realized that there were great disagree-
ments over just what the area wias heing
preserved for. Commercial interests, in-
cluding railroads, Irequently came near
to doing serious ecological damage to the
park. A lack of Low enforcement (indeed, a
lack of Law itself) vesulted in widespread
vandalism and poaching. The park strug
gled along with Little or no funding for
lourteen vears.

A turning point occurred in 1886, when
the U.S. Cavalry was assigned to guard
the park. The Cavalry ook this unusual
assignment seriously. and brought orde
and discipline 1o the young institution,
They patrolled the vouds, fought fires. and
arrested lawbreakers. By the time the army

left the park, in 1918, Yellowstone was a
secure part of the American vacation scene.!

In its first ten vears, Yellowstone re-
ceived less than 10,000 visitors, Until 1883
both hunting and lishing were permitted
becanse there was no other practical way
to feed visitors. By the carly 18805, hotels
and restaurants were common enough to
allow purk managers 1o ban hunting (hum-
ing had become vather abusive by then),
At the same time, fishing was restricted 1o
sporting means, except for a lew commer-
ciul fishermen who provided hotel guests
with trout dinners. Commercial fishing
continued until 1917,

When the park was established about
forty percent of its avea was barven of fish
life. Very quickly, park administrators
expressed an interest in developing fishless
waters to provide additional sport. Fish
cultural techmigues were sophisticated
enough in the 18805 1o allow fish to be
brought trom anywhere in the country. In
1881, Superimendent Norris, ignorant of
the practical aspects of lisheries work.
suggested that carp be stocked in park



Opposite: the 1901 Yellowstone Expedition of
the LS. Convmission of Fish and Fisheyies,
complete with boat trailer. photo courtesy of
the U5, Fish and Wildlife Serviee.

waters. He was unable to establish them,
but he did accomplish the fivst recorded
fish stocking in the park when, that same
vear, he moved some catthroat trout from
rout Lake 1o several nearby ponds.

Other casual attempts at stocking were
made during the 1880s, hut it wasnt antil
carly in the army administration that
serious fisheries work was undertuken.
Caprain Frazier Boutelle, in charge of the
park from 1889 to IRY1, commented on the
area’s potential:

“Tn passing through the Pavk I noticed
with surprise the barrenness ol most ol
the water in the Park. Boesides the beautiful
Shoshone and other smaller Likes there
are hundreds of miles of as Tine streamns as
any inexistence without a fish ol anv kind

L hope oo oto see all of these waters so
stocked that the pleasuressecker inthe Park
can enjoy fine fishing within a lew rods of
anv hotel or camp.”

The VS, Fish Commission hegan field-
work m Yelowstone i 1889, and ten years
luter were operating a lish cultural station
on Yellowstone Lake. It was the beginning
ol a gigantic hatchery operation that in
the next fifty-seven vears would vield 818
s lor use m other waters

million trout g
{mostly outside Yellowstone),

The Fish Commission also undertook
major survevs ol the park’s still-primitive
ceosvstems. and u wealth of knowledge
resulted, giving managers sound scientific
information about Yellowstone's lish sev-
eral decades betore they had such informa-
tion about other park animals,

Fishing in Yellowstone wias labulous,
In 1897, the lollowing account ol lishing
at Yellowstone Lake outlet (near present
Fishing Bridge) appeared in the Overland
Monthiv:

“We anchored our boat in the currvent,
and commenced catching fish on our fies
as fast as we could haul them out. We
caught two and three at o time, and they
all weighed about @ pound. In an howr
and a hall we canght twenty-nine fish that
weighed a little over thirty pounds. There
were so muany fish that there was no great
pleasure in catching thems: it was all too
CUSY o« ot

The goul of park managers wis 1o have
the best possible sport fishing in as many
waters as could reasonably be stocked. A
areat deal ol hasty stocking ook place,
and by 1902 Yellowstone had veceived all
the species ol sportfish that exist there
today.? There were some notable Filures
among these early stockings. Atlantic
salmon and rainbow trout were introduced
into Yellowstone Lake, and vellow perch

were established in Goose Lake near the
Firehole River. Black bass were imtroduced
into the Gibbon River and several small
ponds in the Lower Geyser Basin, and
perch somehow lound their way into the
same ponds. The bass were never heard
from again, but the perch survived antil
1938 when they were poisoned out to
prevent them from getting into the Fire-
hole River proper,

By 1910, Yellowstone was averaging
20,000 or more visitors a year, and its

Philetus Norris, Superintendent of
Yellowstone Park from 1877 1o INS2,
conducted the fivst informal fish stocking
operation i Yellowstone, and proposed that
carp be introduced to park waters, photo
courtesy of the Nattonal Park Service.
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PLEASANT VALLEY HOTEL,

1 YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK.
| e
‘ The prettiest place in the Rocky Mountains, and justly cele-
1 brated for exeellent Trout Fishing in elose proxvimity.
-t —
Excellent Accommodations for Toarists and Travelers.
G Rt

The Petrified Forvest and Tower Falls, two of the most inter-
esting featwres of the Park, within walking distance.

| J.F. YANCEY, Proprietor.

Top: a pre-1903 advertising card for Yancev's hotel near Tower Junction in Yellowstone. This
small rustic operation hosted many anglers in a relatively untraveled corner of the park.
Middle: Some fishers have been less welcome than others. This fish trap on Clear Creek in
1939, built for hatcherv work, featured an electric fence to keep out the bears.

Bottom: Also in 1939, a cvelone-fence trap door was in use over the Trout Lake fish trap, again
to keep out the bears. Yancev advertisernent is from Aubrey Haimes, The Yellowstone Story
(Colorado Associated University Press, 1977). the other two pictures are courtesy of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service.
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fisheries management operations were
expanding. In 1915, about five million cgps
were taken from Yellowstone Luke trout.
The egps were distributed around the
country. und the park was establishing its
reputation as the world's foremost cutthroat
trout factory.

Atabout the sume time there appeared
the first words ol concern about the quality
of lishing. The excessive take of cges, the
high creel limits (twenty fish o day). and
the growing number of visitors took their
toll. In 1919, the Superintendent reported
that stocks of trout in Yellowstone Lake
had been helped by recemt plantings and
seemed 1o be returning 1o their “former
abunduance.” In a blindness typical of the
time, he suggested that the “depredations
ol pelicans, gulls, ete..” had been respon-
sible Tor the reduced numbers of fish.
Miunagers were unwilling 1o recognize that
fish and birds had coexisted, in healthy
numbers, for countless centuries in Yellow-
stone, and that white man was the only
new factor to be considered. In 1921 an
eminent fish biologist noted that “larger
fish™ were only Tound in accessible waters
in the purk.”

In the 19205 and 19305, Yellowstone
Tishing became even more lamous. Though
the fishing was not as good, and though
there were 220,000 visitors in 1930, the
park still offered L better sport than many
other more heavily fished regions,

But more than the quality of fishing
wits changing in Yellowstone. In 1916, the
National Park Service was created to
administer the growing family of national
parks. The new service faced a challenging
mandate in the National Park Service Aat

“The Service thus established shall
promote and regulate the use of Federal
arcas known as parks, monuments, and
reservations hercinafter specilied by such
means and measures as conform to the
fundamental purpose of the said parks.
monuments, and reservations, which pur-
pose s to conserve the scenery and the
natural and historic objects and the wildlife
therein and 10 provide Jor the enjoyment
of the same in such munner and by such
means as will Teave them unimpaired lo
the enjoyment of luture generations.”

The At codified some important ideas
that were drifting around at the time. Prob-
ably the most important one, as far as the
fish and other animals were concerned,
was that wild residents of the parks were
to be preserved i their primitive state:
the natural balances of their world were
not to be disturbed or damaged. This has
been the most difficult task facing the
Nautional Park Service —to preserve delicate
primitive places like Yellowstone and yet
make them available for millions of people
to share and enjoy.

By the time of the Park Service Act,
wildlife ecology was maturing rapidly, and
various observers in scientific and public
circles were looking at Yellowstone with



new eves. They were appalled to discover
that carly park managers, in their well-
intentioned zeal to improve park lishing,
had introduced many new fish to the park,
fish that subsequently replaced rave native
typest The park’s native lish were wilder-
ness inhabitants, typically gullible and
more easily caught than most ol the new-
comers, To hother complicate matters,
introduced rainbows often hybridized with
native cutthroms, mixing and diliting pure
strains of wild fish.

An example ol how poorly understood
the fish resource was occurred i the 19205
when it was discovered that pelicans on
Yellowstone Luke were host for a parasite
that infected the trout. There was vigorous
enthusiasm in the park administration for
an egg-stomping campaign on the pelican’s
nesting islands. The  enthusiasm was
heightened by the realization that those
pelicans ate many tons of trout, thereby
depriving tourists of doing the same. In
this case, as inothers, the wild residents of
the purk were still regarded us convenient
entertainment for the visitors. There was
a strong tendency to tamper with the
nmatural systems to enhance visitor enjoy-
ment. Public outery saved the pelicans,
and slowly public awareness of the diflicult
misston of the park service improved.

In the carly 19205, the American Asso-
ciation for the Advancement ol Science
and the Ecological Society ol America
resalved to oppose any more introduction
of new plants or animals to national parks.
Of course, the administration of Yellow-
stone had been resisting new introductions
for some years (just as they were resisting
many nanmal introduction: proposuls,
including mountain goat and reindeer)
hut now they had inereasing public sup-
port.”

Increasing concern, both for the native
fish in the park and for the quality of
sport, led to the estublishment ol a formal
stocking policy in 1936:

1. Nonnative fish shall not be stocked
into waters containing native fish.

2. Propugation of native species lor
stocking shall not be encouraged.

. Distribution of nonnative fish species
shall not be expanded.

- Noartificiul lake or stream improve-
ments shall be made.

. Introduction of nonnative aquatic fish
food organisms shall not be made.

). Selected waters shall be left barven
of fish.

ax

-—

ot
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At the time, these were pretty revolu-
tionary ideas: fishing was widely judged
in terms ol the gross numbers of fish cach
person wis able to carvy home.

From the 1930s to the 1960s, this policy
vemained ineffect, but sport fishing in the
park was still managed for the greatest
possible harvest. Management was based
on the now-challenged “maximum sus-

WATERS BARREN OF FISH

1889
" | JORDAN |

‘ { >
&y
% |
g fons 4 ;
e & ; NN [
¢
r
- 1
¢ s ¢ ~ 4
3 2 F et
& g - i o YTy
§ 9 / . ¢ ¥ { : <
! [ g F ;
’ -, - \ s i ,l»‘
< ¢ 2 % L as O
e \ % :
t o = ¢ 3
¢ p 5 1
1
P ‘* s P -
2 o= N '{ v
e S . ¥ Tl ~

tained yield” concept, which had “both as
a goul and a restraint the harvest of fish at
the highest average cateh that can be taken
from a population under given environ-
mental conditions,” The fish populations
continued to sulfer under ever-increasing
fishing pressure, and by the carly 1960s
Yellowstone fishing was in terrible shape.

Mamagers were beginning to realize that
maximum sustained yield fishing wouldn't
work, and that @ heavy harvest of park
fishes was against the ideal of the National
Park Act anyway. Fish populations were
entitled to the same protection —or some-
thing approaching it—as were bison or
elk populations.

The shaded area on the map was barren vf
fish life when Yellowstone was established in
IS72. 1t included abmost all of the now-famous
Firehole River, much of the Gibbon River,
both Lewits and Shoshone Lakes, and many
smalley streams and lakes. Map by Kenneth
A Erickson, from The Yellowstone Story,
by Aubrev Haines, reprinted courtesy of
Colorado Associated Unrversity Press,
Boulder, Colorado.
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Fishermen were changing their thinking
too. Many realized that there were just too
miny people and too few fish, and that i
wis no longer possible for evervone to
tuke home a lull creel. Reasoning that the
sport was in the catch more than in the
kill, fishermen began to promote hishing
for fun rather than meat, so that there
would still be fish to cutch tomorrow
Mottoes such as “Limit vour kill, don?
kill vour limit™ were promoted by lishing
Orgamzations.

One ol the omgrowths ol these new
concerns was the complete elimination ol
any stocking in park waters by 1954
Stocking was not compatible with park
goals becanse it did not allow the nataral
processes 1o take pl;lu-; streams that were
able to support fish life were allowed to
support however much of it they could,
but were nat gi\'l‘ll any booster shots (it
would not he until many vears later that it
was also widely understood that stocking
was adtually harmful 1o any pre-existing
resident trout population).

I'hough Yellowstone's fish were fucing
serious problems, und though those prob
lems would not be solved by the elimina-
tion of stocking, that action was another
example of how purk management actions
seemed radical at the time. Just as carly
park administrators had refused 1o accept
any new species after about 190K, and had
established fly-fishing-only regulations on
the Firchole and Madison in 1950 (not the
first such regulations in the country by
any means, but still very unusual at the
time), park administrators in the Jate 19505
were trying to push ahead against a strong
current. The heavy stocking and massive
hatchery programs that had grown up all
over the country since 1900 had generated
u conviction that stocking was the salvation
of all fishing. The notion that trout could
somchow replace themselves in o stream,
by the simple reproductive processes that
had served so well Tor thousands of years,
was radical in itself.

There were other obstacles to restoring
natural fish populations in Yellowstone.
Possibly the most formidable one was
burcancratic. As the National Park Service
was awakening to its peculiar obligations
in Yellowstone, the U.S. Fish and Wildlile
Service (descendunt of the old ULS. Fish
Commission, and the Burcau ol Sport
Fisheries and Wildlife) had turned several
Yellowstone waters into a superb hatchery
cgg-source. While on the one hand the
Park Service was supposed to be preserving
native fish populations, on the other
hand the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
wis .sup]ms(-d 10 muss»prn(lm'u trout,

Throughout their long stay in the park
(and in other Park Service arcas. as well)
there was tension between the Fish and
Wildlife Service and park managers. It
has been an often mutually beneficial and
vet occasionally strained velationship (on
at least three occasions Yellowstone officiuls
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tried 10 get rid of the Fish and Wildlile
Service completely). The story of this
relationship is fascinating and colorlul,
but entirely too long to tell here. What
finally happened was that by 1957 the
hatcheries were shut down. The Fish and
Wildlife Service personnel who remained
m Yellowstone shifted their attention to
reseirch, especially on Yellowstone Luke.
What they learned there and elsewhere
would be of inestimable value to park man-
Agers,

v 1965 Yellowstone luced several
major ecological orises, all of which in-
volved enormous public and political
interest, angl. as events would show. all of
which rvesulted from carlier attempts to
place visitor use of the resource above the
resource’s basie biological needs. Elk
population dynamics were misunderstood
and therelore mismanaged, hear muanage
Ment wies Soon to cause i lowering national
controversy, park biologists were suggest-
ing that eighty vears of forest live suppres-
sion in Yellowstone had been o mistake all
along, and, as we have seen. fish popula-
tions were in desperate condition.

Yecanse of growing public concern
about these problems, the National Park
Service was able to launch an ambitions
research program in Yellowstone. Tt was
complemented by the redirvected fisheries
rescarch done by the US. Fish and Wildlife
Service. While the Park Service studiced
the animal and plant communities, the
Fish and Wildlife Service began exhaustive
surveys of all park waters and initiated
angler surveys and volumeer fishermen
reports, Yellowstone developed these objec-
tives 1o guide future management

I. The protection, perpetuation, and
restoration ol the natural aquatic
cnvironments, native lishes, and the
assoctted fauna, and Hora.

2. To provide for recreational fishing
by the conservative and controlled
use of native and nonnative [ish
populations. This will be
plished by regulations that will insure
high quality fishing as part of the
park experience without endingering
fish populations, or impairing the
wildlife, scenie, scientific, ecological,
and historical values ol the park and
their enjoyment by nonfishing visi-

tors.

accomn-

I'he overhaul of ecological management
in Yellowstone really commenced in 1967,
when Juck Anderson became Superinten-
dent. The next ten vears were ones ol
great progress and equally great contro-
versy. One does not make changes withow
rocking some very large boats. When
rangers began to chase black bears from
the road, and fine visitors who led bears,
miny people were ontraged that their old
time zoo experience wias being eliminated
When naturally-caused fires were allowed

to burn themselves out, as they had done
in the urcu for thousands ol years hefore
the establishment of the park, many old
timers were horrified: they were trained
on the Smoky Bear ethic, that all five is
evil. It was hard 1o wateh the old order
die

But fishing chunged with relatively
little opposition. Anderson and his staff
instituted new uand ever more restrictive
regulations, designed to protect native fish
populations while allowing anglers 1o catch
(and release) a great many more fish. Since
1973 many park streams have been made
catch-and-release fishing only. Some others
have been closed completely, 1o allow
waterfow! and wildlife 1o use the shoreline
undisturbed. The response from anglers
has been overwhelmingly supportive,
Anderson, who retived in 1975, was the
recipient of awards lrom angling orguniza-
tions, and the purk is now frequently hailed
as a model of enlightened lisheries manage-
maent

With continued research and enlight
ened admimstration. the future of sport-



fishing is brighter than it has been here
since Superintendent Norris started day-
dreaming about carp. We are now showing
the aquatic ecosystems of the park far more
respect than we ever have, But us we have
learned how best 10 enjoy park fishing,
and how best 10 preserve the fish resource.
we have been compelled to ask ourselves
other, less optimistic questions.

For many years now, Park rangers have
faced the dillicult question of “Why can
we lish here if we cant hunt here?” This is
to say. “Why do we allow the harvest ol
some animals (fish), but not ol others?
Arven’t all park animals protected equally
by the law?” It is not a simple question,
and there is not room to explore it here.
We can only suggest, briefly, thut everyone
who cares about the wild inhabitants ol
the park needs 1o consider the present
situation in all its aspects.

Parks, in order to survive the crush ol
modern visitation, are very restrictive
about what kinds of public recreation are
permitted. Flower-picking. rock-collecting,
bear-feeding, and tree-chopping have all

been made illegal in Yellowstone to keep

the resource from being grossly damaged.
Fishing stands almost alone as a direct
wilderness-to-mouth use of the park. Even
in catch-and-release water, where all lish
must be released immediately, a certuin
number of fish will die simply from the
trauma and exertion ol being caught and
hundled. And even if none of them died,
would we ever allow mammals to undergo
similar treatment? What il visitors were
allowed 1o lasso ¢lk? There is no ecological
difference, as far as interfering with wild-
life.

These are provocative thoughts. Fish
are not as easily enjoyed as many other
park animals: anglers are unquestionably
getting very tuned-in on the natural world
of trout when they go lishing. Perhaps the
impact of their activity is worth it for the
mtangible rewards ol enrichment and
appreciation they get from the sport.?

Just as, fifty vears ago, there were a
growing number of people who questioned
our gross exploitation of fish populations.
there are today a growing number ol

A view of Yellowstone Lake, probably
18705 or carly 1880s. photo courtesy of
Natwonal Park Service. Over: another

Yellowstone Lake view, courtesy of the
Nattonal Park Service.

i the
the
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people who guestion the very practice ol
fishing in Yellowstone. Fishing is surcly
one of the best established and least of-
fensive outdoor pastimes in the American
leisure tradition. It will no doubt come as
a surprise to many anglers that their
activities could offend unyone.®

Fishing is going to be around in Yellow-
stone for many years. About ten percent
ol Yellowstone's visitors obtain licenses,
and park fishing just keeps getting better.
But there ave signs that the future may be
uneasy. The legislative basis for lishing in
a national park is under intense scrutiny
these days, just as in other circles lishing
as a pastime is being reconsidered. Fisher-
men in Yellowstone have a special oppor-
tunity, and it is unlikely that the value ol
that opportunity is fully appreciated by
people who don't fish. Only by open
communication and conscientionus elfort
on the part of all concerned will the park’s
aquatic resources be put to their best use.

The carly history and prehistory of Yellow
stone s aostory well told by Aubrey THames in
The Yellowstone Story (Bouldes
crated University Pross, 1977, two volumes)

By the hiest decade of the Twenteth Century,
alew of Yellowstone's munagers vealized thut it

Colorado Nssao

wits loolish to indiscriminately stoek Lish in park

waters without thought or plunming. They
espectlly disliked the practice of stocking more
than one species ol fish i one water. They

weren't Tully aware that introduaced Lish could
replace native ones, but they were developing o
sense ol discretion about mining game Lish, and
they were also getting a betrer idea of what the
park was lor. They resisted the imtroductions ol
awide variery of other animals, lrom reindees
to game birds of varions kinds, ar the sane
tme

Fhat purk admistrators should begin 1o
see the Heht so carly, when all aronnd them
such introductions were becoming steadily more

fashionable, is o credit to therr loresight. Itis
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alsa a credit to their hrmness of conviction: in

18, no less o thun the US

Commissioner ol Fisheries proposed thit smelt

heavvweign

be stocked in Shoshone wd Yellowstone Lakes
It couldn’t huve heen cusy but the
purk cicd

I 1907, 4 fisheries emplovee, D.Co Booth,

was given o reprimand by his superiors for

1o sauy no

planting rambow trout in Yellowstone Luke. This
is the carliest instunce of which we are aware
ol Yellowstone fisheries munagers ovently seck
ing to protect mative strains of fish from dilution

See Richurd Mankowsks, “The Food of Trom
i Yellowstone Natoval Park.”™ in Roovevelt Wild
bfe Bullettn, Volume 20 Number L
1925, pp. 471497

Wellowstone tanght us muany
wildlife management. At the same time that the
park was being invaded by new species of Fish,

February,

lessons

prark achmirristrators were trapping and poisoning
predators. I those davs, waolves, cougars,
coyotes, and exen bears were regurded as pests
and vermin. Very lew people appreciated the
roles predutors play in population halinces,
and even lewer apprecinted the appropristencss
ol having the predators in the park for esthenic
reasons. More importantly, as the vears pussed
1t became evident that il we were 1o proserve
the purk as an example ol wilderness America
we were obligated to preserve it alll Otherwise
it wounld be just an outdoor zoo. T was & matter
of having applied human value pudgments 1o
wilderness inhabitants and deciding that there
were good ammls and bad ones, Such a value
judgment may be appropriate in many wildlife
numagement contexts, but it was Hoally seen as
inappropriate lor Yellowstone, The value of
Yellowstone is in being able 1o observe all the
natural processes unhindered. The Yellowstone
resonree, it has been said, s nota cortain numbxa
ol elk or trees. The resonree is wildness

Sad to sav introductions did not veally stop
Private citizens, either anglers or outhitters (and
mavhe a ranger or two ) stocked small Tintle
known ponds for their own use, Buit lishermen,
emptying their bait buckes at the end ol i day's
Lishing, introduced other Lish into park wintors,
lish they mav have bought thar morning 100
miles away on the other side of the Continental
Divide. The eventaul abolition of haitlishing in
Yelowstone resulted primarily to prevent such
introductions

“The concept of maximunt sastained vield
ay practiced i Yellowstone Lake is docamented
i the classic paper by Benson and Bulkley,

Equilibriom vield and management of cutthrom
rout i Pake™. VNS Fish oand
Wildlife Service Research Report Number 62,
Yellowstone Park, 1964

“The very complex issue of sport lishing in

Yelowstone

the national parks has been explored in consid
erable depth inoan article, "\ Reasonable
Musion.” written by Paud Schallery und pub-
Bishiedd 1 the November-Decomber 19749 issue of
Rod & Reel Magazine. The article was veprinted
for wider distribution by the Nattonal Park
Service and may be available from that Ageney
s \\('“

M1 s important 1o note that we are not dealing
with a moral issue here. Almost all of the people
wha object to lishing in mational parks are not
basing their objection on any moral repugnance
hey object only thar Lishing is
mcompatible with purk gouls. We nnght add,

1o the sport

though, that it seems almost inevitable that other
proups, whose motivations are more morally
oriented, will discover this issue some day

John 1. Varley was for seven vears Assistant
Project Leader of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service Fishery Research Unit in Yellowstone
Park. He has been a professional fisheries
hiologist for fifteen vears, and has worked with
both restdent and anadromous fish in Alaska,
as well as serving as rescarch divector al the
famous Flaming Gorge Reservor. He is the
author of eleven scientific papers and numerous
techmical reports and is currently working with
salmon and steelhead enhancement on the
upper Columbia Ruver draimage

Paul Schullery worked in Yellowstone as a
Ranger-naturalist and as Park Historian. He is
the author of several articles on /Hll’l\‘ u'l'll”l/l'
and management. His national park-related
hooks include Old Yellowstone Days, The
Bears of Yellowstone, and The Grand
Canyon: Early Impressions. For the past
four vears he has been Divector of The Muscum
of American Fly Fishing and Editor of The
American Fly Fisher.
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The Derrvdale Press: A Bibliography

by TLA. Siegel, 1LC. Marschalk, and L
Oeclgart. The Angler’'s & Shooter’s Press
(Goshen, Connecticut, 06756). 1981, 266
pages. $125.00.

The Derrvdale Press. A Bibliography by
Colonel Henry A, Siegel, Harry C. Mars-
chalk, and Isaac Oclgart is the Angler's
and Shooter’s Press’s latest publication.
Bound in bright red cloth and housed in
an attractive blue slip case, the volume of-
fers devotees of "Derrydales™ the most up-
to-date bibliography of the Derrydale Press,
One hundred and sixty-nine entries are
found beginning with American Trout
Streams, which was published in 1926, and
ending with A Private Affarr (1941). In ackdi-
tion to the bibliography section there are
thirteen chapters, including a briel biog-
raphy of the Press's founder Gene Con-
nett; a chapter on the contributions of Ernest
Geesa chapter on “The Pain and Pleasure
ol Derrydule Collecting™; und a chaprer
that lists the “Personalities Associated with
the Derrydale Press™—1o mention just a
few. Two appendices are also included.
The Stinchour Press printed and bound
this edition of 1,250 copies on Mohawk

A Silver & Grev. tied by
Alf Walker and drawn for
us by Allan Hassall.

superline paper. The excellent illustrations
were printed by the Meriden Gravare Com-
pany. A deluxe edition (26 lettered copies)
has also been issued.

Now to the bibliography. Philip Gas-
kell in his book A New Introduction to Bibli-
ography (Oxford University Press, 1972)
defines bibliography as “a list of books de-
scribed in more or less detail. ... He goes
on to say that it [bibliography| “is an over-
used and ambiguous word, for itisapplied
to anything from an abbreviated checklist
of references to a minutely particularized
deseriptive investigation.” Gaskell states
that the descriptive techniques used in ana-
Ivtical bibliography may be “consideréd in
five parts”

(1) ranseriptions of the title page

(2) a formula for the analysis of format

and collation

(3) a technical note, detailing press fig-

ures, type. paper, plates, ete.

(4) details on contents

(5) notes ol any other information which

relate to the history of the books, and

u list of the copies examined.
Gaskell, however, isquick to point out that
the degree ol emphasison any of the above
“parts” will vary according to the type of

bibliography one is writing. Further, Gas-
kell mentions that the current conventions
ol bibliography (as derived from the work
ol Sir Walter Greg) should be strietly ad-
hered to. A perusal of the bibliography
under consideration indicates that the au-
thors have for the most part [ollowed the
correct “five part” descriptive techniques.
However, their analysis ol format and
collation is very abbreviated in compari-
son to more scholarly bibliographies. For
the purpose of illustration consider the
entry describing Trouting Along the Catasau-
qua, published by the Derrydale Press in
1927, Comparison of this entry in the Siegel
bibliography with a similar entry in William
Mitchell van Winkle's Bibliography of the
Writings of Frank Forester serves to demon-
strate this point. Van Winkle's collation is
much more complete. It enumerates the
acknowledgement to Orange Judd Com-
pany for permission to veprint (p. iv) and
advises us that the book was dedicated “to
the memory of Fred E. Pond” (p. v). Details
such as these have been omitted from the
Siegel text, Neither bibliography mentions
the number of copies examined.

Most disturbing to me is the failure of
this Derrydale bibliography to mention
any details concerning the contents of the
books covered and why a particular work
is signilicant, For example, under “com-
ments” for Joel Barber's Wild Fowl Decovs
(1934) the statement is made that this “is
one of the mostimportant books published
by Connett.” but no reason is given as to
why. Granted some of this information can
be found elsewhere, but inclusion in the
hibliography section would make this refer-
ence work much more useful.

A section entitled “Personalities Asso-
ciated with the Derrydale Press™ is intrigu-
ing, but somewhat puzzling. The compilers
ol this list have chosen to give us short
biographies of many but notall of the list’y
members. And it is difficult to ascertain
the method behind their eclecticism. Is
David Wagstatf more notable than Kenneth
Roberts or William Milnor?

In summary, the latest Derrydale bibli-
ography isan interesting and useful publi-
cation for both book dealers and Derry-
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dale collectors. 1 enjoved reading it es-
pecially the biography of Connett by Steven
Ferguson. The firstappendix. which deuls
with *The Care of Books,” is valuable in
that it alerts the collector 1o the proper
methods for the handling and storage ol
his books, While The Deveyvdule Press, A
Bibliography s much more than a cheek-
list, it is not u true bibliography in the
“Gaskellian” senses hut, Lask, isany sporting
bibliography?

DL

British Fresh-Water Fishes

by The Rev. W. Houghton. Webh & Bower
Ltd. (33 Southernhay East, Exeter, Devon,
EXTINS. England). 1981, $35.00

British Fresh-Water Fishes was Livst puby.
lished in IR in two volumes containing
fortv-one magniflicent chromolithographs.
AL i price of seventy shillings it was an
enormously expensive book, ver it wis a
suecess: it was reissued i IR IRYS (at ten
shillings and six pence) and again in 1900
(it seven shillings and six pence). Among
hook collectors the Livst edition is a much
sought-alter item. As David Lunk noted
some tume ago in Lhe Atlantie Salmon Jour.
nal (No. 2, 1973 it is "considered by niuny
the most perfect example of Victorian hook-
making.”

The chromolithographs of the first edi-
ton dare 1o some extent responsible for s
present scarcity and high cost; unserapulons
deilers destroy the book to obtamn the plates.
Some of the plates have been reproduced
in several plices, most notable being the
Salmon Portfolio prepaved by Environment
Canada tor the 1974 Law of the Sea Confer-
ence in Caracas.

The 1981 edition of Brtish Fresh-Water

Fishes is o beautilully produced book. I
contains a foreword by Lord Hardinge ol
Penshurst and a Publisher's Note: hoth
provide background information on the
first edition. but both ave lacking in detail.
and so those with a serions interest in the
history of the book should read David
Lank s article. mentioned above. With that
reference made. this review has served ins
purpose of drawing attention to thisexcel-
lent new edition of an mportant book.
Alee Jackson

A History of Angling
by Charles F. Waterman, Winchester Press,
TOR 1, 253 pages.

Anyone who has read much of Charlie
Witerman's writing knows that he is reluc-
tant to leton that he really knows what he's
tulking about. Instead he'll ger the message
across indirectly, with “Ldidn’t eateh much
that day, but my wife caught about o hun-
drod with a fly she tied like this . " or 1
wouldnt tke my own word for this. b
vou ain believe it hecanse heard it from
Iriend who never borrows money from me.”
But. ey as he will, Charlie can‘teeally hide
that he knows more about fishing than most
people. And now it's reached the point
where he'sgoing to have toadmit he knows
more about fishing history thanalmost any-
bady. too.

Adew years ago he wrote a colorful L ap-
pealing book called Fishing m Awmerica, o
richly illustrated veview ol sportlishing
from primitive times. Charlie Ireely ack-
nowledged the help he got from some col-
lector friends. but it was largely his own
work that made the book such pleasant
reading. Now he has produced A History of

Museum News
Annual Meeting at the Conclave, August 11-14

Members will he receiving notice later
this spring of the Muscum’s Annual Mem-
bership meeting, to be held concurrently
with the Federation of Flv Fishers Annual
Conclave in West Yellowstone, Montana.,

Last year's Conclave was the best at-
tended ever, and the numerous lectures,
demonstrations, and social functions make
the Conclave the most important event in
the Federation's year. Members interested
in learning more about the Federation ol
Fly Fishers (and we think vou should) can
contact them at their headquarters office,
Post Office Box 1088, West Yellowstone,
Montana, Y9758 (1-106-646-9541).
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Museum President Gardner Grant is
currently making arvangements with the
Conclave Committee so that the Museum's
mecetings do not conflict with any other ac-
tivities on the schedule.

WITAT'S A REGISTRAR?

Some of our readers may have noticed
that in recentissues of the Magazine we list
u Registrar as heing part of the stall. Some
timeago we hived JoAnna Sheridan towork
for us as Registrar. JoAnna, who lives in
nearby Rupert, Vermont, with her husbuand
and three children, has extensive training,

Anglng, another all-kmds-ol-fishing history
bhook. When vou think about it, it looks as
il Charlie has written more pages about
fishing history than anvone clse. including
the best-known ol our fishing lnstorans.
Covering all aspects of Tishing history
mone book isalot like covering allaspects
ol fishing in one hook: you just sort of skim
the surtace. But A Historv of Angling skims
it pretty well T see some specific factual er-
rors (streamers were developed long betore
1880: sporthishing in colonial America wis
more widespread than he admits: Gordon
didn’t originate American dry fly fishing),
but they are unimportant compared 1o what
the book accomplishes inother divections.
For the author, unlike so many fishing
writers, is more intervested i idegs than in

personalities or simple dates, He wonders,
at length. over the ways we restrict and
define our sport. over “lishing lures and
the mysterions ways in which they come
and co over rout fishing writers who
tend “towards Lutin terms and moody rhet
oric” and bass writers who “abhor such ef-
fere approachesand wrie carelully 1o avoid
being acensed of literaey.” and over bass
tournaments that many consider 100 pro-
tesstonally competitive but that have pros
vided modern anglers with all kinds of
tackle improvements (sort of the wiay o wan
makes ns better at medicime, hah Charlie?).
Thisisasensible, witty, and intelligent
book. Itisnotatexthook. orascholurly rel-
erence book. 1's o popularly written book
on a subject that deserves a lirger popular
andience tham it now has. 1 hope it sells a
lot of copies. because then maybe more
people will vead fishing history by those of
us who are addicted 1o footnotes and who
luck Charlie’s sense of humor,
P.S.

and expertence (a Cornell University) in
lihrary and cataloguing systems, and has
helped us immensely i the relimement
and orvganization ol the Museum's all-im-
portant vecord-koeping svstems.

The Registrar in most muscums fune-
tionsas the keeper of the catidogs. the person
whoseestoitthat each item that is donated
s properly logged m the museum’s acces-
sion book and assorted catalog systems, By
far the greatest part of the work ol a profes-
sional muscum stall iy devoted to the
behid-thescenes processes of properly
identifying, cataloguing. indexing. and
storing of gilts and then caring lor them
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The Center and the Conclave

We show here a new rendering of the proposed International Fly
Fishing Center, West Yellowstone, Montana. The center view, from
above, shows the smaller auditorivm burlding, sepavated from the main
building by a courtvard. The larger building houses the adnanistrative
offices of both the Federation and the Museunt on the vight end and
the exhibits in the larger left wing.

Mare information about the building campargn can be obtained from
the Muscum office in Manchester, Vermont, or from the Federation of
Fiv Fishers, West Yellowstone, Montana (1-406-646-9541), The Center
will be a major topic at the Federation's Conclave this August 11-14. As
this issue was going to press we learned that the Conclave program will
feature the following: a two-day vouth workshop: a ane-day workshop
in tving Atlantic sabmon flies; flv tving workshops for beginners;
twentv-four professional flv tiers demonstrating their best technigues;
talks by Larry Solomon, Chico Fernandez, Dan Blanton, Gary Borger.,
Gary LeFontaine, Charles Brooks, Dave Whitlock, and others: many
other educational and social activities.
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Wisconsin.

David Ottiger
1950-1982

We are inexpressibly gricved to report that the Museum's Director of Development David Ottiger and his wife and
daughter died in an automobile accident on April 3 near Philadelphia. David's son, age seven, survived the accident.

David became the Musewm's Director of Development last September, and had responsibility for managing our
auction program. He personally oversaw our San Francisco auction and the first two auctions of our spring program, in
New York and Cleveland. He was in the process of preparing and directing the auction arrangements in New [ersev and

David was born on May 2, 1950. He graduated from Pratt Institute with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in 1972, While there
he served as Editor-in-Chief of the college newspaper and was elected to both Who's Who in American Universities
and the National Student Register. fHe was a member of the varsity fencing team. From 1972 to 1978 he was Director of
Creative and Production Services for the Barton-Gillet Company of New York and Baltimore, a major fund-raising
consulting firm. In 1978 he founded his own consulting firm, Windsor Communications, which specialized in
communications and marketing for non-profit institutions.

The officers and staff of the Museum extend their heartfelt sympathies to his family and [riends.

once they are properly stored. Caring for
them, of course, involves such things as
keeping them from deterioration, making
them available for study, employing them
in museum exhibits, and occasionally up-
dating their catalog entries as more infor-
mation is learned about them.

Musceums deal with these duties in a
wide variety of ways, and with varying
degrees of thoroughness. The current
cataloguing project going on at the Smith-
sonian is 1 good example of how massive
and overwhelming such work can be, es-
pecially if allowed to pile up: the Smith-
sonian, using the most modern computer
techniques, is going to be some years orga-
nizing their collection just so they can find
what they have.

All in all, the catalogs of The Museum
of American Fly Fishing are in pretty good
shape; we had devoted volunteers caring
for the collection for its [irst ten years, and
they putin many hours keeping the records
straight, What the project now underway
is doing is straightening out some kinks
that developed in the catalog systems as
they were transferred from one volunteer
to another, and in refining the systems so
that more “finding aids” may be developed.
Such aids include indexes that arrange rods,
for example, by manufacturer, or by the
materials of which they are constructed. It
is these refinements that set a good museum
aside from a poor one; practically all
museums exhibit only a small part of their
collection, holding the rest in storage for
later use. Indeed, in our Museum as in
many, we have many items that will never
be exhibited. They are “study” items: ones
perhaps not distinguished cnough 1o be
exhibited but still worth preserving lor
their historical interest. For example, it
may be enough to exhibit only a few reels
from the famous Meisselbach factory, but
asa proper museum it is our responsibility
to try to obtain one of every model that
firm produced. These items have other
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important values besides public exhibit,
and they make the work of the Registrar
extremely important; without good docu-
mentation and cross-referencing, the best
collection is very dilficult to use.

Our Registrar has, then, been coneen-
trating on making the “paper chase”™ of
locating and studying an objectas efficient
us possible. Working about twenty hoursa
week over the past year, she has inventoried
several categories of objects (reels, miscel-
lancous, ete.). and is currently overhauling
the library catalog systems, with speciul
attention to the tackle catalogs, periodicals,
und separates (clippings, manuscripts,
photographs. and so on). We anticipate
thut by the end of the year, depending on
the pace of building in West Yellowstone,
we will huve completed most of this project,
after which it will only be necessary to
make sure newly acquired items are proper-
ly entered in the records. Then we will
have the luxury of looking for additional
refinements that might be made in the
systems we are now creating, so that the
Muscum will continue to improve its access
1o the objects and information it secks 1o
l)l'(‘ﬁ(‘l'\'(‘.

BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE

We have the following back issues of

the magazine available now:

Volume Five, Numbers 3 and 4
Volume Six, Numbers 1, 2.3, und 4
Volume Seven, Numbers 2,3, and 1
Volume Fight, Numbers 1, 2,3, and |
Volume Nine. Numbers | and 2

Place your order with the Registrar,
The Museum of American Fly Fishing,
Manchester, Vermont, 05254, Enclose $4.00
for cach copy desired. The $4.00 covers
postage,

JOIN THE MUSEUM

Membership Rates

Associate $ 20
Sustaining $ 30
Patron $100
Sponsor $250)

Send your membership application and
full address to the Secrctary, The Museum
ol American Fly Fishing, Manchester,
Vermont, 05254, The Museum is a member
of the American Association of Museums
and the American Association for State
and Local History. We are a non-profit
educational institution chartered under the
laws of the state of Vermont,

San Francisco Auction, November 30

The Museum will be holding its third annual San Francisco auction on
November 30 at the Green Hills Country Club in Millbrea, California. Art Frey and
Larry Gilsdorf are Co-Chairmen of this event, und we arve looking forward to a great

evening with our friends in the bay area.

We will report en the details of this event in our next issue. Invitations will be
sent well in advance of the auction. Anyone wishing to learn more about the auction
can contact Art Frey, Post Office Box 13, Burlingame, California 94010 (1-415-344-4231).




1 Our Summer issue looks at the ori-
gins of several aspects of fly fishing.
Ken Cameron is back with a lengthy
examination of the dry fly, both its
neglected pre-nineteenth century
history and the social and techno-

| logical circumstances that brought

about its popularity in the late 1800s in

Great Britain, As usual, Ken hassome pene-

trating things to say about how we have

simplified our fishing history for the sake

ext

of telling pretty stories with tidy endings.

Alec Jackson will be examining the At-
lantic salmon fly as it appeared in Blacker's
Artof Fly Making, a mid-1800s masterpiece
from which we will reproduce some glorious
hand-colored plates of flies,

We will also olfer a lengthy review of a
hook recently published in Brussels—a
scholarly study of the Treatise on Fishing
With an Angle. This new study reveals a
number of previously unknown British

angling writings that predate the Treatise
and constitute a monumental discovery in
angling history; the Treatise has long been
regarded as the lirst English-language work
on fly fishing. but scholars have long as-
sumed it was part of a tradition of some
greater age. Now carlier works have come
to light.and much
carly angling his-
tory may have to
be reconsidered.
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