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West Yellowstone 
This year's Annual Membership 
Meeting will be held at the Fed- 
eration of Fly Fishers Conclave in 
West Yellowstone, Montana, on 
August 20, 1981. We've never had 
a meeting in the west before, and 
considering our growing involve- 

ment with the Federation it seemed about 
time. 

The meeting is scheduled for 2:00 on 
Thursday afternoon, and the Federation 
has arranged it so that there will be no 
major events to conflict with the Museum 

meeting. We know that many Museum 
members attend the Conclave every year 
(about a third of the Museum's members 
are also Federation members), and so we 
hope to have a good turnout. This is our 
normal business meeting, which includes 
approval of the budget, discussion of 
assorted projects and business, and election 
of officers. We will not be holding a 
banquet this year, because there will be 
plenty of social activities already available 
during the Conclave. 

Anyone needing additional infor- 

mation about the Conclave or about 
the West Yellowstone area should contact 
the Federation of ply Fishers Head- 
quarters, Post Office Box 1088, West Yel- 
lowstone, Montana, 59758. If you're not 
a member of the Federation, this Con- 
clave would be a good time to get acquaint- 
ed with that organization's good work; 
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Maxims and Hints for An Angler 
Orte of the most a n t ~ ~ ~ i i t ~ g  and charriling 
books in the Museum libra~v is a strlall 
uolunle published it1 1842 elltitled 
Maxims and Hints on Angling, 
Chess, Shooting, and Other Mat- 
ters; also, Miseries of Fishing. The 
author is ,p'vert as Richard Penn, and 

the 1842 edition is-ail enla~geritent ofprer~ious 
editions of 187.') and 1883. Perltl dedicated the 
book as follou~s: "The follouling extracts frorn 
the co~rtriton-place book of the Houghlorl 
Fishii t~ Club are respectfullv dedicated to his . . .  
brother arlglers b?~ a rite~itber qf the club, 
I,oildon, March 18,?3." The hook ulas published 
hv ,John Murra?, Londoit. 

The  article repriilted here appears as the 
first part qf the hook, under the title "Maxinls 
and Hirtls for Art Angler: bv a Bungler," urith 
the notatio?~ that thqv are "loosel? thrown out, 
in order to provoke coittradictiorl, and elicit 
truth front the expert." 

ri~uch of the arrtuserrlerlt ~eurt- 's  fellou~ anglers 
found in these rr~a.~iirls is st i l l frr~h todav. The  
u~oodctct.~ that accoiilpaiy the article are all 
froin the sarne rloluii~e. 

ARE there any fish in the river to which 
you are going? 

Having settled the above question in 
the affirmative, get some person who knows 
the water to show you whereabout the fish 
usually lie; and when he shows them to 
you, tlo not show yourself to them. 

Comparatively coarse fishing will snc- 
ceed better when you are not seen by the 
fish, than the finest when they see you. 
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Do not imagine that, because a fish 
does not instantly dart off on first seeing 
you, he is the less aware of your presence; 
he almost always on such occasions ceases 
to feed, and pays you the compliment of 
devoting his whole attention to you, whilst 
he is preparing for a start whenever the 
apprehended danger becomes sufficiently 
imminent. 

By wading when the sun does not shine, 
you may walk in the river within eighteen 
or  twenty yards below a fish, which would 
be immediately dr iven away by your 
walking on the bank on either side, though 
at a greater distance from him. 

When you are fishing with the natural 
May-fly, it is as well to wait for a passing 
cloud, as to drive away the fish by putting 
your fly to him in the glare of the sunshine, 
when he will not take it. 

VII 

If you pass your fly neatly and well 
three times over a trout, and he refuses it, 
do not wait any longer for him: you may 
be sure that he has seen the line of invita- 
tion which you have sent over the water to 
him. and does not intend to come. 

VIII 

If your line be nearly taut, as it ought 
to be, with little o r  no gut in the water, a 
good fish will always hook himself, on 
your gently raising the top of the rod 
when he has taken the fly. 

If you are above a fish in the stream 
when you hook him, get below him as 
soon as you can; and remember that if you 
pull him, but for an instant, against the 
stream, he will, if a heavy fish, break his 
hold; o r  if he should be firmly hooked, 
you will probably find that the united 
strength of the stream and fish is too much 
for your skill and tackle. 

I d o  not think that a fish has much 
power of stopping himself if, immediately 
on being hooked, he is moved slowly with 
the current, under the attractive influence 
of your rod and line. H e  will soon find 
that a forced march of this sort is very 
fatiguing, and he may then be brought, by 
a well-regulated exercise of gentle violence, 
to the bank, from whence he  is to be 

"And when he shows them to you, do not show yourself to them. " 

instantly whipt out by an expert assistant, 
furnished with a landing-net, the ring of 
which ought not to be of a less diameter 
than eighteen inches, the handle of it being 
seven feet long. 

If, after hooking a trout, you allow 
him to remain stationary but for a moment, 
he will have time to put his helm hard 
a-port o r  a-starboard, and to offer some 
resistance. Strong tackle now becomes use- 
ful. 

Bear always in mind that no tackle is 
strong enough, unless well handled. A good 
fisherman will easily kill a trout of three 
pounds with a rod and a line which are 
not strong enough to lift a dead weight of 
one pound from the floor, and place it on 
the table. 

Remember that, in whipping with the 
artificial fly, it must have time, when you 
have drawn it out of the water, to make 
the whole circuit, and to be at one time 
straight behind you, before it can be driven 
out straight before you. If you give it the 
forward impulse too soon, you will hear a 
crack. Take this as a hint that your fly is 
gone to grass. 

XIV 

Never throw with a long line when a 
short one will answer your purpose. The  
most difficult fish to hook is one which is 
rising at three-fourths of the utmost distance 
to which you can throw. Even when you 
are at the extent of your distance, you 
have a better chance; because in this case, 
when you d o  reach him, your line will be 
straight, and, when you d o  not, the inter- 
mediate failures will not alarm him. 

Page 3 



It appears to me that, in whipping with 
an artificial fly, there are only two cases in 
which a fish taking the fly will infallibly 
hook himself without your assistance, viz. 

1. When your fly first touches the water 
at the end of a straight line. 

2. When you are drawing out your fly 
for a new throw. 

In all other cases it is necessary that, in 
order to hook him when he has taken the 
fly, you should d o  something with your 
wrist which it is not easy to describe. 

XVI 

If your line should fall loose and wavy 
into the water, it will either frighten away 
the fish, or he will take the fly into his 
mouth without fastening himself; and when 
he finds that it does not answer his purpose, 
he will spit it out again, before it has 
answered yours. 

Although the question of fishing u p  o r  
down the stream is usually settled by the 
direction of the wind, you may sometimes 
have the option; and it is, therefore, as 
well to say a word or  two on both sides. 

1. If, when you are fishing down-stream, 
you take a step or two with each successive 
throw, your fly is always traveling over 
new water, which cannot have been dis- 
turbed by the passing of your line. 

2. When you are fishing up-stream, you 
may lose the advantage of raising so many 
fish; but, on the other hand, you will have 
a better chance of hooking those which 
rise at your fly, because the darting forward 
of a fish seizing it has a tendency to tighten 
your line, and produce the desired effect. 

9. If you are in the habit of sometimes 
catching a fish, there is another great 

' - ' ; I  ,. _, - .  _ 7 = -..-..:. - . 
t. ~ . ;  . ,...> 7 .,:.- : ' ; <  .--. 

.. , \. . ' . 

"M'l~ere t l i d ~ ~ o u  take fhat,fir~e,fi:rh?" 

advantage in fishing up-stream, viz. whilst 
you are playing and leading (necessarily 
down-stream) the fish which you have 
hooked, you d o  not alarm the others which 
are above you, waiting till their turn comes. 

XVIII 

T h e  learned a re  much divided in 
opinion as to the propriety of whipping 
with two flies o r  with one. I am humbly of 
opinion that your chance of hooking fish 
is much increased by your using two flies; 
but I think that, by using only one, you 
increase your chance of landing the fish. 

XIX 

When you are using two flies, you can 
easily find the bob-fly on the top of the 
water, and thus be sure that the end-fly is 
not far off. When you are using only one 
fly, you cannot so easily see where the fly 
is; but I think that you can make a better 
guess as to where the fish is likely to be 
after you have hooked him. 

Also, when you are using two flies, you 
may sometimes catch a fish with one of 
them, and a weed growing in the river 
with the other. When such a Iiaiso?~ is once 
formed, you will find it difficult, with all 
your attractions, to overcome the strong 
attachment of the fish to your worthless 
rival thr weed. 

XXI 

If the. wrcd will not give way in the 
awkward juncture above alluded to, yo11 
must proceed to rxtrcmities. "Then comes 
the tug of war;" and your line is quite as 
likely to brcak between you and the fish. 
as I,etwc.cn the fish and the weed. 

XXII 

When, during the season of the May- 
fly, your friends, the gentlemen from Idon- 
don ,  say that they "have scarcely seen a 
fish rise all day." d o  not too hastily 
conclude that the fish have not I~cxrn 
ferding on  the. fly. 

XXIII 

T h r  only "rising" which is seen by the 
unlearned is the splash which is made by 
:I fish when he darts from a considerable 
tlepth in the water to catch an occasional 
fly o n  the surface. There is, however, 
another sort of "rising," which is better 
worth the skilful angler's attention, viz. 

XXIV 

When a fish is seriously feeding on the 

Page 4 



fly, he stations himself at no greater depth 
than his own length, and,  making his tail 
the hinge of his motions, he gently raises 
his mouth to the top of thc water, and 
quietly sucks in the fly attempting to pass 
over him. A rising of this sort is not easily 
seen, but it is worth looking for; because, 
although a fish feeding in this manner 
will rarely go many inches on either side 
for a fly, he will as rarely refuse to take 
one which comes (without any gut in the 
water) directly to him. 

xxv 
If your fly (gut unfortunately included) 

should swim over a fish without his taking 
it, look out well for a darting line of 
undulation, which betokens his immediate 
departure; and remember, that it is of no 
use to continue fishing for him after he is 
gone. 

XXVI 

The stations chosen by fish for feeding 
are those which are likely to afford them 
good sport in catching flies, viz. 

1. The  mouths of ditches running into 
the river. 

2. The  confluence of two branches of a 
stream, which has been divided by a patch 
of weeds. 

3. That part of a stream which has been 
narrowed by two such patches. 

4. Fish are also to be found under the 
bank opposite to the wind, where they 
are waiting for the flies which are blown 
against that bank, and fall into the river. 

XXVII 

If,  during your walks by the river-side, 
you have marked any good fish, it is fair 
to presume that other persons have marked 
them also. Suppose the case of two well- 
known fish, one of them (which I will call 
A,) lying above a certain bridge, the other 
(which I will call B.) lying below the bridge. 
Suppose further that you have just caught 
B., and that some curious and cunning 
friend should say to you in a careless way, 
"Where did you take that fine fish?" a 
finished fisherman would advise you to 
tell your inquiring friend that you had 
taken your fish just above the bridge, 
describing, as the scene of action, the spot 
which, in  t ru th ,  you know to be still 
occupied by the other fish, A. Your friend 
would then fish no more for A,, supposing 
that to be the fish which you have caught; 
and whilst he innocently resumes his 
operations below the bridge, where he 
falsely imagines B. still to be, A. is left 
quietly for you, if you can catch him. 

XXVIII 

When you see a large fish rising so 

"A knoulledge of these interesting localities u~ill be rlerv use/ul to v o u .  " 

greedily in the middle of a sharp stream, 
that you feel almost sure of his instantly 
taking your May-fly, I would advise you 
to make an accurate survey of all obstruc- 
tions in the immediate neighborhood of 
your feet-of any ditch which may be close 
behind you-or of any narrow plank, 
amidst high rushes, which you may shortly 
have to walk over in a hurry. If you should 
hook the fish, a knowledge of these inter- 
esting localities will be very useful to you. 

XXIX 

When your water-proof boots are wet 
through, make a hole o r  two near the 
bottom of them, in order that the water, 
which runs in whilst you are walking in 
the river, may run freely out again whilst 
you are walking on the bank. You will 
thus avoid an accompaniment of pumping- 
music, which is not agreeable. 

XXX 

Never mind what they of the old school 
say about "playing him till he is tired." 
Much valuable time and many a good fish 
may be lost by this antiquated proceeding. 
Put him into your basket assoon as you can. 
Everything depends on the manner in 
which you commence your acquaintance 
with him. If you can at first prevail upon 
him to go a little way down the stream 
with you, you will have no difficulty 
afterwards in persuading him to let you 
have the pleasure of seeing him at dinner. 

XXXI 

Do not be afraid of filling your pockets 
too full when you go out; you are more 
likely to leave something behind you than 
to take too much. A man who seldom 
catches a fish at any other time, usually 
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gets hold of one (and loses him of course) 
whilst his attendant is gone back for 
something which had been forgotten. 

XXXII 

If your attendant is a handy fellow at 
landing a fish, let him d o  it in his own 
way: if he is not, try to find a better man, 
o r  go home. Although so much depends 
upon his skill, you will rarely derive much 
comfort from asking him for his opinion. 
If you have had bad sport, and say to him, 
"Which way shall we go now?" he will 
most probably say, "Where you please, 
sir." If you ask him what he thinks of the 
weather, he is very likely to say that last 
week (when you were in London) it was 
"famous weather for fishing;" o r  he will 
perhaps say, that he expects that next week 
(when you are to be at honte again) it will be 
very good. I never knew one of these men 
who was satisfied with the present hour. 

XXXIII 

Do not leave off fishing early in the 
evening because your friends are tired. 
After a bright day, the largest fish are to 
be caught by whipping between sunset and 
dark. Even, however, in these precious 
moments, you will not have good sport if 
you continue throwing after yo11 have 
whipped your fly off. Pay attention to this; 
and if you have any doubt after dusk, you 
may easily ascertain the point, by drawing 
the end of the line quickly through your 
hand,-particularly if you d o  not wear 
gloves. 

r .  Ihc ho-11 csclainlin~; "llan~n 'IIII, 
I !!~i.ss 'itn, '' in.slan11~~ 111rcul 

a sccon tl brick hat. 

XXXIV 

No attempt is here made to give dirc,c- 
tions as to the best seasons for cutting the 
woods which are fittest for the making o f  
rods, or as to the mode of preparing them; 
hecause the worst rod which is kept for 
sale at the present day is probably as good 
as the best of the first few dozen which any 
amateur is likely to make for himself. 

xxxv 
1,astly-When you have got hold of a 

good fish, which is not very tractable, if 
you are married, gentle reader, think of 
your wife, who, like the fish, is united to 
you by very tender ties, which can only 
end with her death, or her going into 
weeds. If you are single, the loss of the 
fish, when you thought the prize your own, 
may remind you of some more serious 
disappointment. 

POSTSCRIPT 

I FORGOTtosay, that, if a friend should 
invite you to his house, saying that he will 
give you "an excellent day's fishing," you 
ought not to doubt his kind intention, b ~ l t  
you certainly ought not to feel very sure 
that you will have good sport. Provide 
yourself for such a visit with everything 
which you may want, as i f  you were going 
into an uninhabited country. Above all 
things, take a landing-net with you. Your 
friend's (if he has one) is probably torn 
and without a handle, being a sort of 
reticulated shovel for taking fish out of 

the well of a punt. Take warning from the 
following story :- 

Mr. Jackson and Mr. Thompson went 
last week to the house of Mr. Jenkins, for a 
few days' fishing. They were rcceivecl with 
the rltmost kintlnrss ancl hospitality hy 
Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins, and o n  the following 
morning aftcr brrakfast, the gartlener (who 
was o n  that clay called the fisherman) was 
desired to attrnd them to the, river. Thomp- 
son, who hacl a 1anding.net of his own, 
hc*ggrtl to have a boy to carry it. Jack was 
immediately sent for, and lie appeared in 
top boots, with o livery hat ant1 waistcoat. 

Arrived at the water-sitle, Thompson 
gave his gnat-basket to the boy, ant1 tolcl 
him to go on the other side of the river. 
and look on  the grass for a few May-flies. 
Inck said that hc did not rxactly know 
what May-flies wcrcs, ant1 that the river 
coultl not be crossecl without going over a 
bridgc a mile off. Thompson is a patient 
man ,  so lie began to fish with his Iantling- 
nest for a few Moy-flies, ant1 aftcr he hat1 
necessarily f~-iglitened away many fish, lie 
succecdctl in catching six or scvcSn May- 
flit-s. 

Working one of them with the blowing- 
line much to his o w n  satisfaction, ant1 
thinking to extract a compliment from his 
attendant, he said, "They d o  not often fish 
hr re  in this way -do they ?" "No," said thr  
boy, "they drags wi' a net; they did zo the 
clay afore yesterday." 

Our angler, after much patient fishing, 
hooked a fine trout; and having brought 
him carefully to the bank, he said, "Now, 
my lad, don't be in a hurry, but get him 
out as soon as you can." Jack ran to the 
water's edge, threw clown the net, and 
seizing the line with both hands, of course 
broke it imniediately. 

Nothing daunted, Thompson now 
mended his tackle and went on fishing; 
and when he thought, "good easy man," 
that the very moment for hooking another 
trout was arrived, there was a great splash 
just above his fly;-and the boy exclaiming, 
"Damn un,  I miss'd un," instantly threw a 
second brickbat at a rat which was crossing 
the river. 

Mine host, in order to acconimodate 
his friends, dined early; and when they 
went after dinner to enjoy the evening 
fishing, they found that the miller had 
turned off the water, and that the river 
was nearly dry,-so they went back to tea. 
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Two saln~on flies aild a 
salmon, from the first 
edition of Daniel's Rural 
Sports. 

',a* * ....,. 

The Daniel Fly Plates 
by the Editors and R.J. W. Coleby 

In last winter's M u s e u n ~  magazine 
(Volume Eight, Number One) ,  there a 3 ! - peared an article by Assistant Editor I l av~d  
Ledlie about the first angling books to 
contain color illustrations. T h e  article 
concluded that though it may yet be 
impossible to know for certain what book 
first contained color plates of trout flies, 
at least we can be sure that The Fly Fisher's 
Guide, by George Cole Bainbridge (1816), 
was the first to contain color plates of 
salmon flies. We now find that our certainty 
was premature. 

Among the several comments we re- 
ceived regarding this matter, the most 
lengthy and detailed was from the British 
book dealer R.I.W. Coleby, who has for 
some time been researching the matter. 
The  book that might precede Bainbridge 
with color salmon fly plates is Rural Sports, 
published in several multi-volun~e editions, 
the first edition apparently appearing in 
1801/1802. The  author was the Reverend 
William B. Daniel. According to the im- 
portant Nineteenth Century bibliographers 
Westwood and Satchell (writing in their 
Bibliotheca Piscatoria, 1883) some copies of 
the 1805 edition of Daniel's book had hand- 
colored plates. The Museum has an earlier 

edition o f  Daniel's work, but not the 1805 
edition; we have, however, seen repro- 
ductions of the color plate of the salmon 
flies in the 1805 edition, and they are 
superb. Daniel's illustrations are  truly 
excellent in most cases, being far better 
than those found in many subsequent 
books. We reproduce a few of the illus- 
trations here, from the Museum copy, to 
give you an idea of the quality. 

There has long been some question 
about the authenticity of the Daniel color 
plates. As it happens, unscrupulous book 
dealers often embellished old volun~es to 
enhance their saleability, and so far no 
contemporary references (that is, references 
concurrent with the publication of the 
books) have been found that indicate the 
Daniel plates were colored by the pub- 
lisher. Ron Coleby has investigated the 
subject in some depth, and from him we 
learn that, since Westwood and Satchell 
wrote, color plates have been found in a 
few copies of the 1801/1802 edition. 

Ron has further suggested that the 
colored plates, if authentic, might have 
been missed for so long because only a few 
copies in each edition were colored, o r  
because angling book collectors might have 

simply overlooked the book because it deals 
with hunting and other sports as well as 
angling. Thus, the nitpicker could say that 
even i f  Daniel's are authentic, Daniel's 
book is not an angling book arid therefore 
is in a separate category from Bainbridge. 
We are not impressed by that sort of 
nitpicking, because what we really want to 
learn is how far back colored plates of 
salmon flies go. wherever they appeared. 

The tough, if not impossible, thing in 
this is eptablishing whether the plates were 
colored by the publisher when the book 
was being produced or  were colored later. 
T h e  coloring could have been done inno- 
cently by some enthusiastic angler, o r  less 
innocently by some bookseller (who could 
have been an angler, too). Because in those 
days the coloring was done by hand, one 
plate at a time, variations from one book 
to another might not prove anything. As 
Coleby has told us, in the colored copies 
he has seen, the number of colored plates 
varies from fifty-eight to sixty, with sixteen 
or  seventeen of the angling-related plates 
being colored. What with five editions of 
Daniel's book appearing by 1812, many 
larger than others and many in a variety 
of bindings and volumes, it would not be 
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GCN tle . 

i n g  i f  the printer was inconsistent. 1808, issued by Longnlans, pub1 
With that much background, we turn the 1807 editi"n. ~ l ~ i s  did ;lot 

the story over to Mr. Coleby for his latest 
thoughts: 

"I had for some years known of Wcst- 
wood & Satchell's statement in Ribliolheca 
Piscatoria that colored plates occur in the 
1805 edition of Daniel's ZZural Sports, and I 
was puzzled by the fact that this edition 
was ignored in all the writings on early 
colored fly illustrations which had come 
to my notice. The  widely-recognized ex- 
cellence of the Daniel plates made this 
oversight more surprising. My latent 
interest in the subject became an active 
interest early in 1978 because of two things. 
Firstly, a York bookshop sold a colored 
copy of the first edition (1801/1802) of 
Daniel; this particular copy was in a very 
fine contemporary bintling by Staggetncier 
of London, which partly accountecl for the 
high price of 875 pounds. Then,  within a 
matter of weeks, I n~yself acquired two 
copies of the same edition, also colored, 
one of which I still have. 

Even though the coloring may seem to 
be contemoorarv, there remains the ques- 
tion of whether this was clone before 
original purchase of the book, or after. 
Clearly this is a vital point. If colored 
copies were offered for sale by either the 

publisher or the author, then this is rcle- 
vant to the history of early fly illustrations. 
If, on the other hand, coloring was carried 
out after purchase, by or for the owner, 
then while it would still be interrsting, I 
don't believe that it wocrld invaliclotc 
accepted notions of the sequence in which 
the earliest colored flies appeared. It was 
this aspect which I believed to require 
further investigation. What I had in mind 
was a search of sporting journals of the 
period (such as the Gentlenralr's Ma,yazine) 
and if I were able to find either contem- 
porary reviews or advertise~i~cnts which 
referred to colored copies, then I would 
consider that this justified rewriting the 
history of early colored flies. This search 
entails a visit to the British Library in 
I.ondon and I fear that I d o  not envisage 
being able to manage it during 1981, s11c11 
is the pressure of my day-to-day work! 

The only contemporary aclvertisement 
~vhich I have ever seen appear~atl in May. 

lisher of 
refer to 

colored copies, but as I have never in any 
case seen any reference to coloretl copies 
for sale of this 1807 edition, which is printed 
on rather poor paper, i t  is not too sur- 
prising. In the two colorecl 1801/1802 copies 
which have passctl through niy hands, the 
coloring differed in the two. 

It is ~>erhapsaplx-opriate to mention 
here William Osbaldiston's TIre Rritish 
Sportst~ratr, which appeared in 3 1,oncIon 
editions between circa 1794 ant1 1812, with 
a Dublin edition (retitled 7%e U~litrersal 
S/~orf.srrrarr) in  17111). This cotnpilation in- 
cludes a certain amownt of angling material 
and the 40-odd l~lates include, one of fishing 
tackle, which inclutles a frw flies. Since 
colored c o ~ ~ i e s  of both t h r  I.ondon 82 
l lr~blin editions turn up  from timc to time, 
it may seem relevant. Rut the engraving 
of the plates is crutlrly done, compared to 
Ilanirl, and the coloring of the single such 
copy to come my way was cruder still, a 
dauh of brown in the micldle of each of the 
rudimentary flies. So Osbaldiston cannot 
srriously be consiclcred in any worthwhile 
soise. And too. one has the satnc problem 
of ascertaining when the coloring was 
carried out. 

Finally, may I acltl that I have hati a 
report of a copy of an  otherwise unknown 

" J l '  ( ) I( . "llyd 
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book deal ing with Irish salmor~ flies, it will be unwise to claim primacy for any Bainbridge credit for publishing the first 
published in the 17I)Os, author possibly book in the matter of colored fly plates. It colored plates of salmon flies. 
named Vass, with a colored plate of flies. also appears that some interesting biblio- O u r  thanks to Ron Coleby for his 
This  book may or  may not exist, but if it graphical sleuthing will be done in the report, and to Alec Jackson for additional 
does, then it really will upset accepted next couple years, and that some very research assistance in this matter. 
ideas!" exciting literary finds are still in the future. 

All of this is good news, and keeps us from 
, 

It appears that for some time to come feeling badly that we were hasty in giving 

The plates in the Daniel zioluntes are 
extremely good for their time; they are 
better than those appearing in most later 
angling books, even to the present day. 
Above is part o fa  fold-out, of in terest for 
several reasons. The  lace-cuffed hands 
are demonstrating the proper manner of 
splicing a fishing rod, which was a 
common way ofjoining sections even 
after ferrules becan~e popular. Several of 
the flies have either eyed hooks o r  
attached gut eyes, though snelled hooks 
on flies seemed to have dominated the 
popular market until late in the 19th 
Century. The  caddisfly cases aren't all 
that poorly drawn - very good for the 
time-and the larva is reasonably 
accurate as well. Notice that the reel is a 
multiplier, at a time when, as far as we 
know, multipliers were relatively new. 
The  packet in the lower right-hand 
corner is for carrying fly-tying materials. 
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Yellowstone 
I I I  tr~ltici/,crtio~l of our A tc,4rn.s/ 20th A I I I I  lrtrl Alce/i~l,q- ill 

Wesl Yellonl.slo~le, ule /,rc~sc~r/ soule cnrlir rlic~it~s of 
Yelloul.stot~c. t n k o ~  /rot11 ti r~crrictrj o f  /w;-iotliccr1.s iitltl hooks; 
the clrecr geilernteci co~~.siclrruhlc e s c i t e t ~ ~ e ~ l l  cr11c1 curiosi!~ 
u ~ h o l  it rt1cr.s fir,st /,uhlici:ctl ill !he 18TO.s, ci~lel /)ictlrrc.s like 
thesc rclere (,fir11 tlishclierlrtl. To the i~~l~~lc~dicr lc  lefl is 
C;itr~r tcss (;c vser, orlc of t11c /,(irk k l(rt:yc~.s~. IleIott* it i.s n 
/,or!ioll of the li111e.rto1lc tlc/,o.sit.s (11 ,2lerr11111oth 1101 S/,rir~,y.s. 
n o l l o r ~ ~  e ~ ~ ~ ~ t c r  Ls /~rohah/\l //re I i / , /~cr (;rl1,sc7r. Ilcr.si11 czlo11,y tlre 
Firel~ole IZirler; (111d holto~rl r[yht is Fa11 C;c.v.scr, cil.so uenr the 
Firehole. f i r  r<yhl is tllc )'c~llou~,slo~~e Rirvr, /~o ,s . s ih l~~~us t  
~ tor th  o f  1'ctrcreli.se I /a l lc~~~ it1 ,Ilotlia~ln. A'crrr r<'rhl is Gin111 
C;c:vse,; cr~ltl nhorle it is rllr C;,a~ltl Cnt!vo~l of /he 
~ e / / o u ~ . r / o ~ ~ e .  A horle i.r .Sot1(1 ~ ~ l r t t c ,  cr ho t .s/~rifl,y tle/~o.sil flecrr 
Sotla Ilutte Creek ((1 tr ihuta~v of /he Latilcrr Nirlcr). 

L 
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Bunyan Bugs r, George G,,, 
Norman Edward Lee Means is the 
name of a man who was born in 
Davis, West Virginia, on October 
11, 1899. H e  came to Montana in 
1921 and spent the next four years 
studying Forestry at the University 
of Montana. There are not many 

people in Montana, or elsewhere, who know 
this man by his true name, but there are 
few fishermen in this state o r  most of the 
West, who have not heard of Paul Bunyan 
and his famous Bunyan Bugs. 

These unusual flies were first tied by 
Paul about 1927, and now, over fifty years 
later, they are as popular with fly-fisher- 
men and as effective in taking trout as 
they were when first offered for sale to the 
public. While most fishermen arc familiar 
with the very large Bunyan Bug that 
imitatcs the giant stonc.l'ly (Pferonarcl~s 
califoriricrr), commonly callctl "salmon fly", 
thcrr arca only a few who arcs aware that 
the series consists of a wide variety of 
insects-at one time there were about 
thirty-five distinct artificials. 

Because of his education at the Uni- 
versity of Montana, plus his own curiosity 
as an amatcur naturalist, Paul Bunyan was 
able to study the aquatic and terrestrial 
insects of western Montana and develop 
patterns to imitate those that hc considered 
important as fish food. Me gave them 
names that fishermen could understand, 
pronounce and remember, and he also 
providcd anglers with a short summary 
showing the months of thc year that each 
fly was most effective. Such names as Big 
Orange Salmon Fly, Rusty Stone Fly, Very 
Pale Green Caddis, and Grey Wing Brown 
Drake were typical Br~nyan designations. 

The construction of the Bunyan Bug is 
unicluc' ant1 has n o  ~)nl-;~iIc~I among othcr 
Montana or  western trout flies. It is a 
reflection of the ingenuity of its originator. 
All o f  the "bugs" were a r ~ d  are intended to 
be used as floaters, and the bodies of all 

Tlrcrr . ~ e c i i ~  lo he rlerj1 feu) photo,qraphs 
.srrrzlirlii(q of Pal11 Ilu~!llcri~; /he oirlv /~or / ra i / -  
si:c iiirrr,yc (;eoi;qc coultl locctlc u1a.s irreproduc- 
ihle. Ci'r crskccl orlist G c o i ~ i i r r  i\lacGclrrvl~ lo 
re/lrotltrc.e lhc tlholo N S  (1 drau~iira; zr/t irh ulc 



photograph by Don Gray 

patterns are made with hand-shaped cork. 
The wings are inserted into a slit in the 
body near the eye of the hook so that they 
protrude at right angles to the body, a 
position which fly tiers usually describe as 
"spent-wing". 

The wings of the Bunyan Bug are made 
with hair taken from a horse mane. This 
hair is rather coarse and stiff, but not nearly 
as much so as the tail hair of a horse, 
which is not suitable for this purpose. For 
many years the hair was inserted into the 
cork so that it would lie flat, but in the 
early 1940's a curve was cut in the end of 
the cork, which made the wings have an 
upward swing and gave them a more 
lifelike appearance. A patent (#2,754,612) 
for this improvement was granted in 1952. 

On some of the larger imitations there 
are attractive and very lifelike designs, 
which, at first, were painted on by hand. 
Later, drawings were prepared from var- 

ious insects, engravings were made, and 
the designs were printed on fine tissue 
paper. when thesedesigns were affixed to 
the bodies and varnished the paper seemed 
to disappear. 

No historv of Montana trout flies or flv 
fishing could be considered complete 
without a discussion of the "Bunyan Bug". 
It is a prime favorite throughout the year 
on the Blackfoot River and Rock Creek in 
the Missoula area. During the "salmon 
fly" season on the Big Hole, Madison and 
Yellowstone ~ i v e r s ,  the pattern repre- 
senting the large female "salmon fly" is 
widely and effectively used by those who 
float these rivers. The fame of these great 
flies has spread into every corner of 
Montana and they are well known through- 
out the west. 

Paul Bunyan, like most of Montana's 
early fly tiers, is an expert fly fisherman. 
It is said that he was using dry flies in his 

Author George Grant donated these Bunyan 
Bugs to the Museum when he submitted the 
article to us. All are authentic ties, and some 
were tied by Paul Bunyan several decades 
ago. The bottom fly is a Female Salmon Fly 
(the black tip on the body represents the egg 
sac). Above it to the left is the Male Salmon 
Fly, and above that is a Trout Fly. Upper 
right is an Olive Stone, below it is a Brown 
Stone, and below that is a Large Yellow Stone. 
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native West Virginia at the  age of ten.  H e  

\ ' * \ ~3aloved Sportsman 
i! w.. 'DISPLAYING 

- -- 7/14 a r t  of TO!/ castrng 
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. *  : \and the best way to 
r,.-'"'" catch marnmot h troclt. 
,k\.\'Z. so on the screen. 

f ! !  

:'#%hing for Mountarn tmn 
cmd atherspol!rnans b l i g h t .  

was so accomplisht*d in his mastery of the 
roll cast that he  was often rcquestcd to 
detliotlstrate his skill at sl~ortsman's shows. 

Tha t  hr was n rrlggetl i t ldivid~tal  is at- 
tcstetl to Ily the fact that well into his 
fifties his wading equil)ment for thc icy 
wtrters of Rock Creek and thc  Blackfoot 
consisted of shorts and tennis shoes. Holtl- 
i ng  a fly rod in one  hand he  often swam 
from one  sidc of the river to  the  o ther  as 
t he  occasion demandetl .  T h e  lather of six 
chi ldren ,  h c  fount1 it nc3cessary to work 
ha rd ,  yet h e  often closetl his shop to take a 
visitor to  a difficrllt-to-find fishing spot. 
I n  Missoula h e  is often rrferretl  to  as 
"Mister Fishin". 

In addit ion to Iiis talent as a fly tier. 
I'aul was also a skillccl make r  of split 
bamboo  fly rods ,  ant1 those who were 
fortunate enough to  own on(. would not 
have traded it for a Leonard o r  a Thomas.  

Several years ago h e  trtrned his I~r~sincss 
over  to his son, Norman Mcatis, J r . ,  who 
often finds it difficult to meet the con- 
t inuing dcm:trnd for Brlnyan B i~gs .  It is 
interesting to  note that most popular flics 
a r e  col)iecl by othtsr commercial ticrs, but 
the  "Ilrtgs of Bunyan" have bcrn ~)rotlucc~tl 
onlv  I)v Partl ant1 his immediate familv in . , 
a manner  that is satisfactory to the discrim- 
ina t ing  fly fisherman. 

T h e  namc of the rl t lcr  Norman Means 
is  probably  uscfrtl on ly  fot- the legal 
a l t thrnt ic i ty  of tleeds, wills, lease and  
similar docurnetits, but to t h r  fishermen 
of Montana,  ant1 to  a gootl part of thc 
cti t irr  fishing world, the name of Paul 
Bunyan is more  important ant1 will I)(% 
remcnlbcrcd as long as thet-c* are  trout in 
o u r  streams, and raven longer. H e  has long 
since heconle known to  his intimates as 
Paul I lunyan. and  cven signs his pc,rsonal 
checks with that namc. 

" BL 115 /,I' / ~ l l O \  I'nrtl Brlnyan is a t rue  1)ionecr in the 
art  of flytying in Montana and must Ilc 
recognized ant1 honorc.d as a n  individual 
who contributetl s~~bs t an t in l ly  to the sport 
of fly fishing in the \Vest. I I c  livctl in an 
e r a  when trout were wild, streams were 
clear a n d  cold,  and  fishing was an  rxhila- 
rating adventure  that seldom knew the 
restrictions of encroaching civilization. It 
is a pleasrtre lot- me  to  write about him 
whilr  h e  is still among rls and able to 

1 participate in what still remains of a great 
i trout fishing heritage.  
I 

Gco);yc  (;rcr~r/ is ( I  k ~ ~ r , y - t i ~ l r c  nthli.ror of /hc 
,~llrsc3lrt1l, c i l r t /  ri /rcyrroll  cotrlrihlrlor / o  //re 
~,rci,yrrzi~rc. IIi.7 111os/ ,rcor/ hook i.7 T h e  Mnstcbr 
Fly \Yeavc.t-. 
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5 '  Illinois Bass, 1840 

As late as the 1880s, t11ere ulere still 
quite a feu) Anlerican flv fish err net^ 
ulho doubted /hat hass (la~qenlouth or 
s~nall t?~outh) could he cau,~$~t or1 flies. 
sport in^ periodicals, espenallv Forest 
and Stream and T h e  American 
Angler, printed ongoirtg dialorues on 

this point, submitted bv zian'ous correspotldents 
ulho either had, or had not, heen able to catch 
hass O I I  flies. 

while perusing one sucll exchange qf ktters 
in the Nozlcnlber 6, 1873 i.srue of Forest and 
Stream, uie can7e upon this renliniscence of 
earlier fishing. It is tlofable because uje harle 
tlerv little itrfor~t~ation crbout f lv  flsllitlg in 
Anlerica as it uias practiced in the 1840s, and 
ziirtuallv nothing about f ly  fishing /or bass in 
that era. We excerpt onlv the fly fishing matter 
frotn the article, uihich uias actuallv a letter to 
the editor. T h e  u~riter's nanle was not ,yizwn, 
but he is respond in^ to earlier letters that 
disputed the duestion o/urould bass take a flv. 

Over thirty years ago I was in the habit 
of taking the black bass in this way in 
western waters. I found, however, that it 
was only in rapid water that they could be 
taken by casting. In lakes and still rivers I 
trolled with three gaudy flies of a large 
size. In the Rock and the Fox river in 
northern Illinois and in a small stream in 
Waukesha County, in Wisconsin, called 

Back river, I have taken both thc black 
I~ass and the rock bass by casting with 
111-ight colored flies. In  the Calumct, a rivcr 
twelve miles south of Chicago, which winds 
through extensive marshes of wild rice, I 
used to have great sport, trolling for bass 
and pickerel along the edge of the weeds. 
That was before the introduction of the 
spoon, and my favorite bait was a strip 
from the white belly of the dog-fish, (anlia 
~(i l t la) ,  which bcing as tough as leather, 
would resist the teeth of the pickerel. 

In July, 1841, two of us killed in that 
river in one day's fishing, 110 bass and 
pickerel, weighing 250 Ibs. My largest bass 
weighed six and three quarter pounds, 
and being taken on a fly rod, gave me 
great sport for ten or  fifteen minutes. My 
largest pickerel was about eight pounds, 
though I have encountered them in that 
river of much larger size, and have repeat- 
edly had twisted brass wire bitten off by 
them. Although this river has Lake Michi- 
gan for a reservoir, it has been depopulated 
by thirty years' fishing and netting, and 
three years ago I fished it carefully for 
two hilf days: and only got half a dozen 
small pickerel and bass and two or three 
dog-fish. 

In 1840 I used to anchor a skiff a short 
distance up the north branch of the Chicago 
river, and catch a mess of black and rock 

bass there in a very short time. One day 
while fishing along side of a sunken wreck 
in that river with small frogs for bait, one 
of them escaped and swam to the wreck, 
and climbed upon a part of it which was 
above water. H e  had not sat there long 
when a black bass rose from under the 
wreck and lifting his head from the water 
picked off the frog and descended with 
hi111 to the depthsbelow. At the present 
time not even a dog-fish could live in 
those fetid waters. 

There is a fine sheet of water in Mc- 
Henry County, Illinois, which is known 
as the Crystal Lake. About 1840 I visited 
it; there was then only one house near it, 
and there being no boat upon it I could 
not fish it. The  next winter I sent out a 
skiff upon the sled of the nearest inhabitants 
and in July, 1841, my friend and I drove 
to the lake and had a day's fishing. We 
trolled all round the lake, which is perhaps 
three miles long, and we killed fifty black 
bass, averaging three pounds each, two 
fine specimens of the ndrthern pickerel of 
about  five pounds each, and a half bushel 
of rock bass and perch-about 200 Ibs. of 
fish. Now there is a village of 2,000 inhabi- 
tants on the banks of the lake, and a row of 
tall icehouses, from which the Chicago 
people cool their summer drink by the 
aid of a branch railroad to that fair city. 
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The Howells Leonard Rod 



As we announced in our last issue, the 
Museum has acquired the extraordinarily 
significant 1873 Howells Leonard rod, the 
first known six-strip rod built by Hiram 
Leonard. Hiram Leonard is often described 
as the most important of the pioneers of 
split bamboo rod building, and this is an 
exceptionally early-and magnificently 
crafted-specimen of his work. In  Volume 
Six, Number One of the magazine, Mary 
Kelly examined the early career of Hiram 
Leonard in great detail, and so here we'll 
concentrate primarily on telling you about 
the rod. 

It's a three-piece rod, ten feet long. 
There are two tips, one of which is perhaps 
an inch and a half short. T h e  guides are 
typical of that time, loose ring-and-keeper 
type, and the fittings are elegantly simple. 
In  his recent book Trout, Ernie Schwiebert 
has given the measurements of the rod in 
specific detail, for those interested in tapers 
and such. 

As can be seen, the handle is a swelled 
extension of the butt, with cedar inlays 
between the strips of cane. The upper ring 
on the reel seat is inscribed "H.L. Leonard 
to H .  Howells, 1873." 

The  story of the rod's acquisition is an 
interesting part of its history. Through 

Dave Inks, a west coast friend of the 
Museum, we learned that Gary Howells, 
one of America's foremost bamboo rod 
craftsmen, was considering selling the rod, 
and wanted most for it to go to an appro- 
priate museum. Thinking ourselves as 
appropriate  as possible, we expressed 
interest, and, through a $3,000 grant from 
the Johnson Wax Company we were able 
to purchase the rod. It  will occupy a place 
of honor in the museum exhibits, the most 
important element of our growing collec- 
tion of Leonard memorabilia and easily 
one of the most important objects in the 
entire collection. 

Gary Howells is the grandson of Her- 
bert Howells, the gentleman to whom the 
rod was inscribed by Hiram Leonard. Gary 
recently wrote us and traced the rod's 
history for us. What follows is his account 
of its travels. We consider ourselves doubly 
fortunate to have Gary as the rod's biog- 
rapher, first because of his family relation- 
ship with its previous owner and second 
because his own eminent position in the 
field of rod building qualifies him to 
interpret the rod's character and form with 
singular expertise. We asked him if he 
knew why Hiram Leonard would give his 
grandfather a fly rod, noting that Ernie 

Schwiebert, in Trout, suggested that it 
might have been in payment for some 
services rendered to Leonard. Here is 
Gary's answer: 

"What service my grandfather rendered 
for Hiram Leonard is sheer speculation. 
Since he had a legal background, Ernie 
guessed that the help may have been legal. 
It  may have been technical. My grand- 
father, Herbert Howells, was educated 
mainly on the continent and fished ex- 
tensively in England and Scotland-my 
father told me he caught a forty-pound 
salmon in Scotland and an eight pound 
brook trout in Maine. H e  may have brought 
back rod making innovations, a source of 
Calcutta bamboo, o r  helped with advice 
on Leonard's early ferrule designs. All 
this is speculation. 

From Maine, my grandfather and the 
rod moved west. H e  fished extensively in 
Colorado, Wyoming, Oregon, and later 
California. My father, Harry Herbert 
Howells, inherited the rod in about 1920. 

1 grew up  in a home filled with fly 
rods, wicker creels, and fine double shot- 
guns and was fly fishing when 1 was about 
five. With all the rods we had, the old 
Leonard was the only one that I was 
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The Patent Ferrule. 

No. 1 Shows Waterproof Cup in Ferrule (Patented October 
26, 1875.) 

This prevents any moisture from reaching the wood, and the Ferrule from becoming loose. Tlie constant wetting and drying 
of the Bamboo must rot the wood, and make other makes of rods less durable tlian Leonard's. 

No. 2 Shows Split Ferrule (Patented September 3, 1878). 
This split thoroughly strengthens where the ferrule is joined to the wood, which is the wcakest part of a rod, and where so 

many of other makes of rods (bamboo especially) break. Mr. Leonard has yet to hear of a single instancc of breakage at this 
point since the PATENT SPLIT FERRULE has been applied. We consider this the GREATEST IMPROVEMENT that has 
been introduced in rod-making since rods have been made. 

NO. 3 Shows Split Ferrule Whipped with Silk as it appears  on 
the Rod. 

Within six years of building the milestone 
Howells rod, Hiran7 1,eoizard saw patented 
what were probabcv the turo most inzportarzt 
technical advaizcen7ents (aside frorr7 perfecting 
the six-strip rod) to comefroiiz the Leonard 
firin. Above is his fa~nous u~atertIpht ferrule, 
as explained in a Mills catalog froiil a feu) 
vears later. Below is the Leonard reel, 
invented by Francis Philbrook, a friend of 
Leonard's in Bangor, Maine. Tllere seems to 
be some question u~hether Philbrook i reel 
or a siinilar-shaped reel sold by Tlzorilas 
Conro-v uras the first coiniizerciallv available 
f!v reel to feature raised pillars, but in either 
case the izeu~ desiqn was quite popular for 
111an,v years. 

H. L. Leonard's Patent Click Reel. 
HANDSOMER, STRONGER, LIGHTER, AND WILL HOLD MORE LINE THAN 

ANY OTHER REEL OF SAME DIAMETER. 

A L L  M E T A L  (two colors), and RUBBER .AND GERMAN 
SILVER. 

Every reel warranted perfect in workmanship and quality, and all 
clicks are guaranteed against breakage. 
2% inches diameter, weight about 334 ounces, capacity 35 to40 yards $8 00 
2% inches diameter, weight about 4;4 ounces. capacity 50 yards.. 8 50 
3 inches diameter, with Black Rubber Panels, very narrow Spool 

which winds the line very fast, Balance Handle, weight 
................. 6% ounces, capacity 60 to 75 yards.. 11 00 

For Salmon and Grilse. 
Qrilse, with Balance Handle. .................................. $12 00 
Salmon, with Balance Handle, Rubber Panels, and our new 

........... Graduated Adjustable Drag. (See page 32) 23 00 
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lorbiclclrn to  toucli. Evcn t h rn ,  I knew it 
\\.as something s1)ccial. Forbitltlcn fruit is 
always tlic swrcbtcst. I snuck the  1,conarcl 
out oneb clay and canght a sixtcsn-inch sea- 
I - I I ~  cutthroat with it. T l ~ i s  was in thc  
IIoquiam Kivrr  in \YasIiington statea. My 
fnthcl- c:u~gIit m e  pnt t ing  tlir rod  I~ack and  
gave meB a tcrril)lc talking to. This,  nc~c~dlcss 
t o  say, was the- last time, I fishc.cl with thc  
rotl. 

I ini~critr~cl thc  rod in 1964. ant1 it has 
I)cac~n tlir pri t lr  of niy small roc1 collection 
cB\rcbr sinci:. Many other collc~ctors have, tried 
t o  I)r~y it from me. Only  whrn I)avc* Inks 
assr~l-re1 mc  that it wonltl g o  to thc  Muscnni 
r o r ~ l d  I agrc.ca to  part  with it. 

From a roc1 niakrr's and  rot1 co l l c~ to~- ' s  
viewpoint, I think the  1873 I<ronard is an  
csxcrptionnl fincl. Th i s  is thc  only I.conard 
that has tnrnctl u p  that with crrtainty can 
I)c said was prrsonal ly  anel romplr tc ly  

matlr  by Hi ram I.c*onarcl. T h o r ~ g h  dated  
1873, the  rod was probably made in 1872, 
his sccontl v r a r  in bnsiness. 

As a rod maker  who was an  an1atcur 
many  years brforc, hc, became a profes- 
sional, I sce many  amateur  toucl~es  in the 
ole1 rocl. And I also s re  great  skill, and  tlie 
working of the  handle  gives a glimpse of a 
staggering potrntial  that set the  world's 
stantlartl for fly rocl design for the  next 
fifty years. 

Marty Keanc has a four-strip 1,eonartl 
that h e  speculatcs may have been Leonard's 
first try at a bamboo rod,  and  suggests it 
was a n  rxact copy of a Murphy  rod. I 
don't think that I.conarcl's early rods wr rc  
col)ircl from anyone. T h e  incliviclr~ality of 
t h r  1870 I.ronard proves that to me. Whcrc  
clicl the  c o l ~ y  of tlie Mnr1)Iiy (Marty's rod )  
come from then?  I'm sure  the  answer is 
very simple.  Some, cllstomer sent I.eonal-d 

n Mnrphy  I-ocl and  asked him to  copy it 
c,xactly. Four strip rods are one-third easier 
to  make than six s t r ip  rods, and 1,eonarcl 
needed t o  make a living. Rod makers get 
this type of request frequently. 

T h c  more  I write about it, the  more  I 
miss t h e  ole1 Leonarcl. Please take good 
care o f  it and give it a goocl spot in the  
Museum." 

\lrc might ment ion that  Gary's own 
work as a I-od bui lder  was the  subject of a 
chapter in Martin Keane's book Classic Rods 
and Rotilnakers, for  those who  a r c  not  
familiar with his work. We thank Gary  for 
his comments, and again we thank Johnson 
Wax for their  generosity. John H a r d e r  of 
Manchester hand-carried the rod from San 
Francisco to  the Museum. T h e  photograph 
was taken by Ron Coppock. 

Page 19 



The varied interpretations of a 
favorite American f[y pattern 



In  Volume Sevcsn, Number One of the 
magazine,, Charlie 13rooks told us the story 
of the Cahill in its c.arliest forms, ancl also 
started an exchange of letters in subseqi~ent 
issues that shed more light on the origins 
of this imllortant fly pattern. We now offrr 
a group of Caliills. some light, some tlnrk, 
to show how some of our  best known tiers 
have intrrprrtcd the pattern. 

At the u l ) p c ~  right is a Ginger Callill 
tied by Kay Bergman, probably in the 

1940s. Below it is a fly tied just recently by 
Art Flick, who donated a srt of his Stream- 
side Guide patterns to the Museum a couple 
of years ago. Below that is Rube Cross's 
version, probably tied in the late 1930s or  
early 1940s. Bottom right is John Atherton's 
vrrsion. 

IJplwr left is a I h r k  Cahill by Ray 
I3rrgman. Below it is the same pattern by 
Edward K. EIcwitt, and below that is 
another Rube Cross fly. In the center is a 

modern palmer-tied dun  intended to 
iniitatc. the same flies for which the Cahills 
were tied; it was tied and donated to the 
Museum by the well-known Pennsylvania 
tier-author, Char~ncy Lively, in 1978. 

The  Bergman, Cross, and Hewitt flies 
were donatc.d to the Museum by Alvan 
Macar~ley, and the Atherton fly was do- 
nated by Maxine Atherton. 

Author-arrgler Charlie Brooks 
setrt us !/free recort.rtructio,ts of 
the Cahill that shoul its e~lolutiot~ 
irl ge~leral fern,. TIre lou~er, ulet, 

,f!v, hc reports. Lr the orip.ifra1 ulel 
tjcr.rioll fro111 before 1,900. l ipper 
r<p.ht IT  the first Gorrlorr rrersion, 
circa 1.000, also the first knoulrl 
( 1 1 : ~  tlersio,~ o f  the Cahill. l ipper 
left is the sanrc flv as it was 
tlressed ten veurs later, about the 
tirrle that shorter hackle cante into 
fashion. 
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; * * 
5 

* . *  " Charlie's Scrapbook 
Orte qf /he rrro.r~oscirra/i~i~ arrrl!c/ hart/es/ 1 0  slrore i/clrrs irr /he 

hfu.ser~rrr collecliort is //re /~ersoirn[ scrrf~hoo/~ k e / ~ /  /).v //re Or~~i.s/ i~~rri!v 
;frorrr ct bout 1870 /o  a/ler I!XlO. I /  :r ftrll c! f cli/)/)i~r,ys, husi~r css ccrr(1.s. 

i '. .- roirelorir ~ro/e.s, rlrnlclirrgs, c~rrd /he c~ccur~rrclo/etl /)rirrtecl e1chri.s o/  cr ~li/aI 
. . 

I( i 
arid i~~r /~or /c~rr /  tackle fir111 it1 if.s~~~orr/lrftrl /)rirrrc. M'c. i l  like lo lctkt. (1 /clcl 

: ,  . , /)a,re.s lrere nrrd slrare ~rlith ~ o u  ( I  sarri/~litr,y of tlrc sc.rcr/~hoofii. corrfor/.s. 
: " , a ,  .th s/nr/ircg- zc!i/h this fi.sh-/rocirr,y scrr/ fmrrr //re ulc.r/ cocr.s/ to C,'harlcs Orr11.s ." - . f  . .  - , . . . ,  ? C$ ~ I I  IX!)?. 7 % u e  i fro ,grec~/ nre.ssf~,yc~ Acrc; / u s /  (1 y trick look a/ (r /~cncsorral 
. , . , I 

TI., ' side (!/ f ! ~  /ishirr,y as i f  zc~crs ( I  cor/ur:~j ( y o .  
:p!. - 
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Stoddard's Adirondacks 
S.R. Stoddard was perhaps forenlost antong late 

Nineteenth Century photographers of the Adirondack 
region. From his studio in Glens Falls, New York, came 
a steady flow of excellent views, nzany dealing with the 
sporting world. Through Hank Barendse of Manchester, 
uie were recently given the opportunity to copy a group 
of original Stoddard photographs for our files; we 
feature them here. 

The above picture is entitled simply "Absorbed," and 
was taken in 1888. We can't tell for sure what he? 
reading, but it looks like a tackle catalog. 

On page 28, above, is a larger version of our cover 
picture, entitled "The Way it Looks from the Stern Seat." 
Below it is "Raquette River, Canal into Simon S Pond," 
dated 1888. 

On page 29, the upper photograph is "Drowned 
Lands of the Lower Raquette, Adirondacks, "also dated 
1888. Stoddard was quite concerned about the careless 
and abusive management of portions of the Adirondacks, 
and, whether he intended to or not in this picture, he 
caught the forlorn mood of a wasted resource. The lower 
photograph is "Bog River Falls, Adirondacks. " 

Our thanks to Hank for arranging this loan. We 
might add that the onginal photographic images from 
which these were taken are available from Jeffrey Adler, 
Nineteenth Century Photographs, R.D. 2, Salem, New 
York, 12865. 







Notes and Comment 
T H E  WEBSTER BROOK TROUT:  
AN ONGOING SAGA 

Few articles printed in The American 
Fly Fisher have received the publicity 
accorded Professor Kenneth Shewmaker's 
"Daniel Webster and the Great Brook 
Trout," which appeared in Volume Eight, 
Number One. A number of outdoor col- 
umnists picked up  the story, announcing 
to a much wider audience than ours that 
the Webster brook trout was probably 
fictitious, and this magazine's Editor got 
some mileage out of it in a recent pro- 
motional article in Rod & Reel. At the 
same time Ken's original article appeared, 
there also appeared, in Outdoor Life, a 
sympathetic rendition of the original story 
retold by Pete Kaminsky. Pete had been 
in touch with us while researching the 
story, and so he knew what we were going 
to publish; his article, like Ken's, left the 
reader hoping that somehow Daniel Web- 
ster really had caught the giant brook trout 
of legend. 

T H E  WEBSTER SPORTING LIBRARY 

The  interest in Websterania that has 
surfaced recently within the pages of the 
"American Fly Fisher" prompts me to 
report additional, albeit obscure, intelli- 
gence concerning this bygone elder states- 
man. 

On Tuesday, June 8, 1875, and follow- 
ing days, the private library of Daniel 
Webster was sold at auction by Leonard & 
Co. (Auctioneers) at 50 Bromfield St., 
Boston, Mass. A total of 1310 lots were 
sold- 1302 were officially listed in the sale 
catalog-which included "many important 
works on Parliamentary & Political His- 
tory, Debates, valuable Historical and 
Philological Works, Encyclopedias, Works 
on Natural History, etc." Included among 

the "etc." were a selection of sporting books 
which are enumerated below: 

Uavy, Sir H., Saln~onia, or Days of Fly 
Fishing, 1851 

The Field Book, or Sports and Pastinzes of 
the United Kingdonz, 1835 

Fisher, P., The Angleri Souvenir, 1835 
Hawken, Lt. Col. P., Instructions to Young 

Sportsmen, 1824 
Herbert, W.H. (Frank Forester), Field 

Sports of the United States 8 British Provinces, 
1852 

Herbert, W.H., Fish O Fishing of the 
IJnited States & British Provinces, two vol., 
1851 

Herbert, W.H. Works with Additions O 
Corrections, 1842 

Johnson, T.B., The Shooter's Conzpanion, 
1823 

Lanman, C., Adventures of an Angler in 
Canada, 1848 

North, R., On Fish & Fish Ponds 
Smith, J.V.C., Natural Histoy of the Fishes 

of Massachusetts, two vol., 1833 
Walton, I., & Cotton, C., Complete Angler 

(Hawkins), 1815 
Wilson, J., The Rod B Gun, 1840 

While by no means rivaling the exhaus- 
tive sporting library of his contemporary, 
George Washington Bethune, it, no doubt, 
epitomized that of the well-heeled dilet- 
tante angler of the day. 

S. Fuscum 
Union, New Jersey 

FISHING EXHIBIT A T  HARRISBURG 

We have received word that the William 
Penn Memorial Museum, Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, has arranged an exhibit 
entitled "The Lure and Lore of Fishing." 
T h e  exhibit will continue through March 

of next year, and we encourage members 
in that area to attend. 

Gail Getz, Associate Curator at the 
Museum, has given us a brief report, which 
included the following remarks: 

"The Lure and I,orc of Fishing," in the 
first floor alcove gallery of the William 
Penn Memorial Museum is calculated to 
evoke memor ie~  of great fishing days in 
the Keystone State. 

This gathering of vintage fishing and 
camping gear from the Golden Age (ca. 
1850) to the present should be especially 
interesting to local anglers and outdoor 
enthusiasts. Of particular interest to fly- 
fishermen is the elegant split bamboo rod 
made by Solon Phillippe of Easton, Penn- 
sylvania. A tour de force of the tacklesmiths 
craft, this rod sports engraved silver 
fittings, ivory and mother-of-pearl reel and 
a finely carved hand grip. Excellent con- 
temporary craftsmanship is also repre- 
sented by the collection of flies tied by 
John Shollenberger of Tower City." 

Gail also told us that the exhibit in- 
cludes camping gear, a great variety of 
tackle, and photographs of Pennsylvania 
outdoorspersons of the past. 

FLY FISHERMAN INDEX AVAILABLE 

Many of our more bibliographically- 
minded readers might like to know that a 
good index to the first twelve years of Fly 
Fisherntan magazine has been produced, 
and is now available for sale. 

The  index is the work of Mark Kuipers, 
and is available for $6.95 postpaid (Wash- 
ington residents add $.35 sales tax) from 
FFF Index, Post Office Box 661, Pullman, 
Washington, 99163. 

We have acquired a copy for our li- 
brary, and it is well produced and very 
handy. We recommend it, and congratulate 
Mr. Kuipers on a job well done. 
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various other graphic items may look just 
a little different. We've not intentionally 
altered anv of the format: it's still the same 

Museum News 
SAN FRANCISCO AUCTION 
SCHEDULED FOR DECEMBER 

Our second annual San Francisco auc- 
tion will be held on Thursday, December 
3,  at the University Club. West Coast 
Membership Chairman Art Frey is already 
at work on the advance arrangements, and 
we hope you will plan to join us that 
evening. Last winter's auction in San 
Francisco was a lot of fun, and we're looking 
forward to renewing acquaintances with 
both new and old friends in the west this 
December. We'll keep you posted on the 
auction as it gets closer. 

during the fund-raising campaign. 
As reported earlier, the goal of the 

fund-raising campaign is to raise enough 
money to build a new facility and to 
establish an endowment fund which would 
partially defray the costs of running the 
facility. The  Federation hopes to kick off 
its formal fund-raising campaign at the 
Annual Conclave, August 19 through 22, 
in West Yellowstone. We imagine that there 
will be many new developments to report 
after the Conclave, and both the Museum 
and the Federation will be keeping their 
mcn~bers  posted. 

typeface, just being produced by a slightly 
different machine. In  fact, if we had been 
able, we would have made the typesetting 
changes you now see back when we rede- 
signed the magazine. 

For those who are into reading the 
small pr int  at the back of books, our  
typeface is Baskerville, and our  headline 
is a form of Century Text. The subheadings 
and by-lines are simply Baskerville italics 
in a slightly larger size. 

DONATIONS RECEIVED FOR 
DIRECTOR O F  DEVELOPMENT 
POSITION 

As advertised elsewhere in this issue. 
the Museum is seeking a Director of 
Development to direct and manage our 
fund-raising program. We are gratified to 
have received two important cash gifts in 
support of the new position. Museum 
Trustee Robert Buckmaster has given 
$5,000 for each of the next two years 
towards the costs of this new position, and 
shortly before going to press we received 
a grant of $1,000 from Johnson Wax for 
the same purpose. 

Of course if the Director of Develop- 
ment is to be a success, it will be necessary 
for him or  her to raise enough money to 
pay all staff salaries including his o r  her 
own, but these initial gifts are critically 
important in financing the position at its 
start, and we thank Bob Buckmaster and 
Johnson Wax for their help. 

SMALL CHANGE GRAPHIC ARTS AWARD 
BRIGHT PROSPECTS FOR 
FUND-RAISING CAMPAIGN Actually, there are several small We recently received word that the 

changes, all involving the production and magazine has won an Award of Recognition 
In Our  last we reported that the printing of the magazine. We've just for Graphic Arts Excellence from Consol- 

of Fly Fishers like changed printers, and so the type and idated Papers, Inc., the corporation that 
are getting out of the habit of calling them 
the Federation of Fly Fishermen) had 
retained the services of a nrofcssional fund- 7-'---""'-p-p . 
raising firm to investigate the funtl-raising 
potential of the Federation and the Muse- 
um for a new facility in West Yellowstone. 
As of this writing (early June), the investi- 
sation has just been wrapped up. The firm, 
Douglas Lawson Associates, Inc. of Los 
Angeles, conducted what they call a pre- 
liminary audit-a survey of a select group 
of potential donors-aimed at projecting 
how 1nuc11 money could be expected in a 
major fund-raising drive by the client. 
Lawson Associates report that their audit 
yielded very promising results, and that 
the prospects for the building fund drive 
are excellent. The  Federation, working 
closely with the Muser~ni Officers, has now 
engaged 'the services of an architectural 
firm in Bozeman: Mattson, Pruph & Lenon. 
The architects are now preparing prelimi- Two original Joe Brooks bass hugsfronl t11e Museurn collection; the one on the right 
nary designs and models which will be was a novelty item designed so that the little flag would pop up  when a bass took it. 
essential for presentation and promotion ... ..p.p..p- 1 
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DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT WANTED 

The Museum of American Fly Fishing has instituted a search for a full time Director of 
Development. The primary duties of the Director of Development will be fund-raising and public 
relations, with responsibility for all Museum fund-raising efforts including auctions, raffles, grant 
applications and endowrnentgifts. Applicants should be well acquainted with fly fihing and its world. 
Experience at fund-raising for a philanthropic organization with a (501) (c) (3) tax status is highly 
desirable but not required. Inquiries and resumes should be sent to Leon Martuch, President, The 
Museum of American Fly Fishing, Manchester, Vermont, 05254. 

Because of the Museum's continuing growth and widening popularity, the demands on our staff 
have increased considerably. We now have a full-time Director, a part-time Secretary, and a half-time 
Registrar; the addition of a full-time Director of Development will permit us to keep pace with the 
demands of a growing collection and the needs of an increasingly history-conscious public. The 
increase in staff size is a very healthy sign and we 're all quite pleased about it. 

provides our  printer with paper. We don't 
imagine this to be as significant an award 
as the one we recently received from the 
Printing Industries of America, Inc. (an- 
nounced in Volume Eight, Number One), 
since the award program is run by one 
company and is only available to clients 
of the company. Still in all, we're happy to 
take praise of this kind where we find it, 
and we're told that Consolidated Papers, 
Inc. (a very large national firm) runs a 
bonafide and selective awards program. 
The  award itself, a nice plaque, now hangs 
in the Director's office along with the P.I.A. 
award; he has not yet agreed to hang them 
in the Museum because he  can't admire 
them as often if they are there. 

The  ultimate goal, of course, is to win 
the Pulitzer Prize in the "Obscure Topical 
Quarterly of Indeterminate Social Worth" 
category. Maybe next year. 

BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE 

We have the following back issues 
available for sale. We're almost out of some 
of the earliest ones, so it behooves the 
interested to place orders soon. All back 
issues are available for $3.00 each (we may 
have to raise that price soon because of 
the postage hikes) from the Registrar, The  
Museum af American Fly Fishing, Man- 
chester, Vermont, 05254. 

Volume I, Numbers 3 and 4 
Volume 11, Numbers 2 and 3 
Volume V, Numbers 3 and 4 
Volume VI, all 
Volume VII, Numbers 2, 3, and 4 
Volume VIII,  Numbers 1 and 2 

Volume V, Number 4, contains an index 
of the first five years of the magazine, as 

well as an informal history of the first ten 
years of the Museum. 

TOIN T H E  MUSEUM 

Membership Rates 
Associate $ 20 
Sustaining $ 30 
Patron $100 
Sponsor $250 

Send your membership application and 
full address to the Secretary, The Museum 
of American Fly Fishing, Manchester, 
Vermont, 05254. The Museum is a member 
of the American Association of Museums 
and the American Association for State 
and Local History. We are a non-profit 
educational institution chartered under the 
laws of the state of Vermont. 



Fly fishing writers, especially in 
the last ten or so years, have grown 
fond of what might be called the 
historical adjective. The historical 
adjective is used, most often, to let 
the reader know that something, 
usually a person or a place, has an 

important position in angling history (and, 
sometimes, to let the reader know that the 
writer knows about the history). The result 
has been a gratifying increase in public 
awareness of angling's long and honorable 
tradition. At the same time, the historical 
adjective has become dreadfully tiresome. 

It all started innocently enough, with 
an occasional "legendary Beaverkill," or 
"storied Letort," but it's now quite out of 
hand. The words have become obligatory 
bows, a required part of the language; 
how often do you see an article that doesn't 
use (or misuse) the word "classic?" Or, 
hopelessly worse, "classical." "Legendary" 
is no longer enough; now we have "near- 
legendary," and "half-legendary" (which 
half? the first half? the bottom half?), and, 
just the other day, "ultra-fabled." ultra- 
fabled. 

"Fabled" has a couple dictionary mean- 

Fables 
ings. One is "made known by fable," the 
other is "existing only in fable." It occurs 
to us that the things being described in 
these terms in fishing writing (in the case 
of "ultra-fabled" the victim was the Beaver- 
kill) have rather more substance than either 
of these definitions will allow. There are 
no fables about fishing on the Beaverkill, 
at least none that have found their way to 
the Museum library. There are many 
stories, but even allowing for their source 
(fishermen) they all seem to have their 
origin in real places and events. 

1n fact, there aren't that many fables, 
or even legends, in the entire history of 
angling. Again, there are lots of stories, 
and some appalling rumors, but not all 
that much that approaches the high plane 
of merit implied by a word as loaded as 
legendary. A legend is "an unverifiable 
popular story handed down from the past." 
A few of the stories that have been handed 
down concerning Theodore Gordon might 
be popular enough - and classy enough - to 
qualify under that definition. Several 
earlier angling figures, both in this country 
and in England, are suspected of having 
had seamy enough private lives that, given 

half a chance, the stories would probably 
qualify as legend. 

Most of the time, though, it's the mod- 
ern writer who, by calling something leg- 
endary, generates a false aura of legendari- 
ness around the subject. Most of the time 
there is no legend, just a need to class up 
an article with a rich-sounding word. A 
good example is the "legendary" Letort. 
The people who made the river famous 
are still with us, and the stories are all 
verifiable. Usually what is meant is not 
legendary or fabled, but famous. well 
known. distinguished. 

This isn't really a big deal, of course. 
Fishing writing is supposed to be fun 
for both reader and writer, and if they 
enjoy misusing these words there's no 
real harm in it. But when they then 
puff up and make proud sounds about 
the high quality of fishing litera- 
ture, and about the deathless prose they 
have been shar- 
ing, they are, at 
last, dealing in 
the realm of fable. 
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